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Friendly monitions for America. 


OPLE of America! let the example of all the nations which have prea 

ceded you, and efpecially that of the mother country, inftru® you! Be 
afraid of the affikerite of gold, which brings with luxary the corruption of 
manners, and contempt of laws ! Be afraid of too unequal a diftribution of 
riches, which fhews a fmall number of citizens in usxcalih, and a great mme- 
ber in mifery—whence arifes the infilence of the one, and difgrace of the 
other. Guard egainft the fpirit of conqueft. The tranquility of empire de- 


creafes, as it is extended. Have arms for your defence, but have none 


for offence. Seek eafe and health in labour ; profperity in agriculture and ma , 


nufacures ; Jirength in good manners and wvirtne. Make the fciences and 
arts profper, which diftinguifo the civilized man from the favage. Efpeci- 
ally watch over the education of your children. 


It is from public febools, be affured, that frilful magiftrates, difciplined 
and courageous foldiers, good fathers, good hufbands, good brothers, good 
friends, and boneft men, come forth, Wherever we fee the youth depraved, 
the nation is on the decline. Let LIBERTY have an immoveable founda- 
tion in the wifdom of your conftitutions : and let it be the cement which unites 
your flates, which cannot be defiroyed. Eftablifh no legal preference in your 
different modes of ‘worfbip. Superflition is every where innocent, where it is 
neither protefed, nor perfecuted. And MAY YOUR DURAZION BE, 
IF POSSIBLE, EQUAL TO THAT OF THE WORLD.—RAYNAL, 
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COMMON SENSE 
By Mr. PAYNE, 

(Concluded. ) 

PART IV. Of the prefent ability 


of America, with fome mifcellaneous 

refleBions. 

Haye never met with a man ei- 

ther in England or America, who 
hath not confefled his opinion, that 
a feparation between the two coun- 
tries would take place one time or 
other: and there is no inftance in 
which we have fhewn lefs judgment, 
than inendeavouring to defcribe what 
we call the ripenets or fitnefs of the 
continent for independence. 

As all men allow the neceffity of 
the meafure, and vary only in their 
opinion of the proper time, let us, 
in order to remove miftakes, take a 
general furvey of things, and endea- 
vour, if poflible, to find out the very 
time. But I need not go far, The 
enquiry ceafes at once: for the time 
hath found us. ‘The general concur- 
rence—the glorious union of all 
things, prove the fact. 

It is not in numbers, but in uni- 
ty, that our ftrength lies : yet our 


prefent numbers are fufficient to re- 
pel the force of all the world. The 
continent hath at this time the largeft 
difciplined army of any power under 
heaven: and is juft arrived at that 
pitch of ftrength, in which no fingle 
colony is able to fupport itfelf, and 





the whole, when united, are able to de 


any thing. Our land force is more than 
fh : 


cient: and as to navy affairs, we 
cannot be infenfible that Britain 
would never fuffer an American man 
of war to be built, while the conti- 
nent remained inher hands. Wherefore 
we fhould be no forwarder an hundred 
years hence, in that branch, than 
we are now : but the truth is, we 
fhould be lefs fo, beceufe the timber 
of the country is every day diminifh- 


ing. 

Were the continent crowded with 
inhabitants, her fufferings, under the 
prefent circumftances, would be in- 
tolerable. The more fea-port towns 
we had, the more fhould we have 
both to defend and to lofe. Our pre- 
fent numbers are fo happily propor- 
tioned to our wants, that no man 
need be idle. The diminution of 
trade affords an army ; and the ne- 
ceflities of an army create a new 
trade. 

Debts we have none : and what- 
ever we may contract on this ac- 
count, will ferve as a glorious me- 
mento of our virtue. Can we but 
leave pofterity with a fettled form of 
government, an independent conit- 
tution of it’s own, the purchafe at 
any price will be s-vig # But to ex- 
pend millions for the fake of getting 
a few vile aéts repealed, and routing 
the prefent miniitry only, is unwor- 
thy the charge, and is ufing pore 
wit 
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with the utmoft emelty ; becanfe it 
is leaving them the great work: to 
do, and a debt upon their backs 
from which they derive no advan- 
tage. Such a thought is unworthy a 
man of honour, aad is the true cha- 
racteriftic of a narrow heart and a 
ling politician. 

The debt we may contract doth 
not deferve our regard, if the wark 
be but accomplifhed. No nation 
Ought to be without a debt. A mati- 
onal debt is a national bond : and 
when it bears no intereft, is in no 
cafe a grievance. Britain is oppref- 
fed with a debt of upwards of one 
hundred and forty millions fterling; 
for which the pays upwards of four 
millions intereft. And as a compen- 
fation for her debt, fhe hasva large 
navy. America is without a debt, 
and without a navy; but for the 
twentieth part of the Englith nation- 
al debt, could have a navy as large 
again. The navy. of England is not 
worth at this time more than three 
millions and a half fterling. 

No country on. the globe is fo 
hapyily fituated, or fo internally ca- 

able of raifing a fleet as America. 
‘ar, timber, iron, and cordage are 
her natural produce. We need go 
abroad for nothing. Whereas ka 
Dutch, who make large profits by 
hiring out their fhips of war to the 
Spaniards and Portuguefe, are oblig- 
to import moft of the menesile 
they ufe. We ought to view the 
building a fleet as an article of com- 
merce, at being the natural manu- 
faGture of this eountry. "Tis the 
beft money we can lay out. A navy, 
when finifhed, is worth more than 
it coft ; and is that nice point in na- 
tional policy, in which commerce 
and protection are united. Let us 
build ; if we want them not, we 
can fell, and by that means replace 
our paper currency with ready gold 
and fileer. 


In point of manning a ficet, peo- 


in general ron into great errors ; 
Pe not seceflary that one fourth 
part fhould be failors. The Terrible 
privateer, capt. Death, ftood the hot. 
teit engagement of any thip lait war, 
yet had not twenty failorson board, 
though her complement of men was 
upwards of two hundred. A few a- 
ble and focial failors will foon in- 
ftruét a fufficient number of active 
landmen in the common work of a 
fhip. Wherefore, we never can be 
more capable to begin of maritime 
matters than now, while our timber is 
ftanding, our fifheries blocked up, and 
our failors and-thipwrights out of em. 
ploy. Men of war, of feventy and 
eighty guns, were built forty years ago 
in New-England; and why not the 
fame now? Ship-building is Ameri- 
ca's greateft pride, and that, in which 
fhe will in time excel the whole 
world. The great empires of the eaft 
are moftly inland, and conf ar | 
excluded from the poffibility of riva 
ling her. Africa is in a ftate of barba- 
tifm ; and no power in Europe hath 
either fuch an extent of coait, or fuch 
an internal fupply of materials. Where 
nature hath given the one, fhe has 
with-held the other; to America on- 
ly hath the been liberal of both. 
The vaft empire of Ruffia is almoft 
fhut out from the fea ; wherefore, 
her boundiefs forefts, her tar, iron, 
and cordage are only articles of com- 
merce. 

In point of fafety, ought we to 
be without a fleet ? We are not the 
little people now, which we were 
fixty years ago. At that time we 
might have trufted our property in 
the itreets, or fields rather, and flept 
fecurely without locks or bolts to our 
doors and windows. The cafe now 
is altered : and our methods of de- 
fence ought to improve with our ins 
creafe of property. A common pi- 
rate, twelve months ago, might have 
come up the Delaware, and laid the 
city of Philadelphia under inftant 

contribution 
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eontribution for what fem he plea- 
fed ; and the fame might Line tap. 
pened to other placés, Ney, any da- 
ring fellow ina brig of-14 or 16 
guns, might have robbed the whole 
continent, and carried off half a mil- 
lion of money. Thefe are circum- 
ftances which demand our attention, 
and point out the neceflity of naval 
protection. 

Some, perhaps, will fay, that af- 
ter we have made it up with Britain, 
fhe will protect us. Can we be fo 
unwife as to mean, that fhe fhall 
keep a navy in our harbours for that 
purpofe ? Common fenfe will teJi us, 
that the power which hath endea- 
youred to fyubdue us, is, of all others, 
the moit improper to defend us. Con- 
guelt may be etected under the pre- 
tence of friendfhip ; and ourfelves, 
after a long and bgave refiltance, be 
at laft cheated int® flavery. And if 
her fhips are not to be admitted into 
our harbours, I would afk how is 
fhe to protect us ? A navy three or 
four thoufand miles off, can be of 
little ufe—and, on fudden emergen- 
cies; none at all, Wherefore, if we 
muft hereafter protect ourfelves, why 
not do it for ourfelves? why do 
it for another ? 

“The Englith lift of thips of war, 
is long and formidable : foe not a 
tenth part of them are at any one 
time fit for fervice—numbers of 


them not in being. Yet their names 
are pompoufly continued in the lift, 
if only a pik is left of the thip : 


and not a fifth part of fuch as are fit 
for fervice, can be {pared on any one 
ftation at one time. The Eaft and 
Weft Indies, Mediterranean, Africa, 
and other parts over which Britain 
extends her claim, make large de- 
mands ypon her navy. From a mix- 
ture of prejudice and inattention, we 
have contraéted a falfe notion refpec- 
ting the navy of England, and have 
talked as if we fhould have the whole 
of it toencounter at once ; and forthat 


reafon, have fuppofed, that we mu 
have one as large ; which not being 
inftantly practicable, an argument 
has been drawn from thence, and 
made ufe of by a fet of difguifed tov 
ries, to difcourage our beginning 
thereon, Nothing can be further 
from truth than this: for if America 
had only a twentieth part of the na- 

val force of Britain, fhe would be 

far an everimatch for her: becau 
48 We neither have nor claim any fo- 
reign dominion, our whole to 
would be emiployed on our own coat, 
where we fhould, in the long run, 
have twoto one the advantage of 
thofe who had three or four thoufand 
miles to fail over, before they could 
attack us, and the fame diftanee te 
return in order to refit and recruit. 
And although, Britain by her fleet 
hath a check over our trade to Eu- 
rope, we have as large a ont over her 
trade to the Weit Indies, which, by 
lying in the neighbourhood of the 
contircat, lies entirely at its mercy. 
Some method might be fallen on, 
to keep up a naral force, in time of 
peace, if we fhould not judge it ne- 
ceflary to fupport a conftant navy. 
If premiums were to be given to 
merchants to build and employ in 
their fervice, fhips mounted with 
twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty guns ; 
the premiums to be in proportion to 
the lofs of bulk to the merchant: 
fifty or fixty of thofe thips, with a 
few guardfhips on ‘conitant. duty, 
wild | keep up a fufficient navy, and 
that without burdening ourfelves 
with the evil fo loudly compalined 
of -in England, of fuffering their 
fleets, in time of peace, to lie rot- 
ting in the docks. To unite the fi- 
news of commerce and defence, is 
found policy + forwhen our ftreng's 
and our riches play into each other’s 
hand, we need fear noexternal enemys 
In almoft every article of defence 
we abound, Hemp flourifhes even 
to ranknefé, fo that we need not 
want 
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want « Our iron is foperior 
to that of other countries. Our {mall 
arms are equal toany in the world, 
Cannon we can caft at pleafure. Salt- 
petre and gun powder we are every 
day ucing. Our knowledge is 
hourly vy. as Refolution is our 
inherent charaéter, and courage hath 
never yet forfaken us. Wherefore, 
what is. it that we want ? why is it 
that we hefitate ? From Britain we. 
ean nothing but rain. If the 
is once admitted to the government 
of America again, this continent will 
not be eho Trini in. Jealoufies 
will be always arifing; infurrections 
will be conftantly happening ; and 
who will go forth to quell them ? 
who will venture his life to reduce 
his own countrymen to 2 foreign 
ebedience ? The difference between 
Pennfylvania and Conneéticut, re- 
pie fome unlocated lands, fhews 
the infignificance of a Britifh go- 
vernment, and fully proves, that no- 
thing but continental authority can 
prs. ee continental matters. 

Another reafon, why the prefent 
time is preferable to all others, is, 
that the fewer our numbers are, the 
more land there is yet unoccupied, 
which, inftead of being lavithed by 
the king on his worthlefs dependents, 
may be hereafter applied, not only 
to the difcharge of the prefent debt, 
but to the conftant fupport of go- 
vernment. No nation under heaven 
hath fuch an advantage as this. 

The infant ftate of the colonies, 
as it is called, fo far from being 
againft, is an argument in favour of 
independence. We are fufficiently 
numerous, and were we more fo, 
we might be lefs united. "Tis a mat- 
ter worthy of obfervation, that the 
more a country is peopled, the fmal- 
ler theirarmies are. In military num- 
bers the ancients far exceeded the mo- 
derns : and the reafon is evident : 
for trade being the confequence of 
' population, men may become too 
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much abforbed thereby to attend te 
~ a thing eHe. Commerce dimi- 
nifhes the fpirit both of patriotifm 
and military defence. And hiftory 
fufficiently informs us, that the bra- 
velt achievements have always been 
sary! in the nonage of nations, 
ith the increafe of commerce, Eng- 
land has loft its fpirit. ‘The city 
of London, notwithitanding its num- 
bers, fubmits to continued infults 
with the patience of a coward. The 
more men have to lofe, the lefs wil- 
ling are they to venture. The rich 
are in general flaves to fear, and 
fubmit to courtly power with the 
trembling duplicity of a fpaniel. 
Youth is the feed time of good 
habits as well in nations as in indi- 
viduals. It might be difficult, if net 
inipoffible, to aah the continent in-- 
to one governmemt half a century 
hence. ‘The vaft variety of interefts 
occafioned by an increafe of trade 
and population would create confufi- 
on. Colony would be againft colo- 
ny- Each being able, would {corn 
each others affiftance : and while.the 
proud and foolifh gloried in their lit- 
tle diftinétions, the wife would la- 
ment that the union had not been 
formed before. Wherefore, the pre- 
fent time is the true time for efta- 
blifhing it. The intimacy which is 
contra¢ted in infancy, and the friend- 
fhip which is formed in misfortune, 
are of all others the moft lafting and 
unalterable. Our prefent union is 
marked with both thefe characters : 
we are young, and we have been 
diftreffed : but our concord hath 
withftood our troubles, and fixes a 
memorable era for pofterity to glory 
in. ‘ 
The prefent time, likewife, is that 
peculiar time which never happens 
to a nation but once, viz. the time 
of forming itfelf into a government, 
Mott nations have let flip the oppor- 
tunity, and by that means have been 
compelled to receive laws from their 
conquerors, 
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pay err inftead of making laws 
for t 


felves. Firft they hada king, 

and then a form of government : 
whereas, the articles or charter of 
government fhould be formed firft, 
and men delegated to execate them 
afterwards : but from the errors of o- 
ther nations, let us learn wifdom, and 
lay hold of the prefent opportunty— 
To begin rument at the right end. 
When William the conqueror fub- 
dued England, he gave them law at 
the point of the fword ; and until 
we confent that the feat of govern- 
ment in America be legally-and au- 
thoritatively occupied, we fhall be 
in danger of having it filled-by fome 
fortunate ruffian, who may treat us 
in the fame manner, and then, where 


‘will be our freedom ? where our 


property ? 
sto religion, I hold it to be 
the indifpenfible duty of govern- 
ment, to proteét all confcieritious 
profeffgrs eof; and I know of 
no other bufinefs which government 
hath to do therewith. Let a man 
throw afide that narrownefs of foul, 
that felfifhnefs of principle, which 
the niggards of all profetiions are fo 
unwilling to part with, and he will 
be delivered of his fears on that head. 
Sufpicion is the companion of mean 
fouls, and the bane of all good foci- 
ety. For myfelf, 1 fully and con- 
feientioufly believe, that it is the 
will of the Almighty, that there 
fhould be diverfity of or opi- 
nions among us. It affords a larger 
field for our chriftian kindnefs. Were 
we all of one way of thinking, our 
religious difpofitions would want 
matter for probation : and on this 
liberal principle, I look on the va- 
rious denominations among us, to 
be like children of the fame family, 
differing only in what is called their 
ebriftian names. 
In a former page, I threw out 
a few thoughts on the propriety 
of a continental charter (for only 


prefume to offer hints, not plans,) 
and in this place I take the liberty 
of re-mentioning the fubje&, by 
obferving, that a charter is to be 
underftood as a bond of folemn 
obligation, which che whole en- 
ters into, to fupport the rights of 
every feparate part, whether of reli- 
gion, perfonal freedom, or property. 
A right reckoning makes leng friends. 
ln a former page, | likewife men- 
tioned the neceility of a large and 
equal reprefentation ; ard there is 
no political matter which more de- 
ferves* our attention. A fmall num- 
ber of eleétors, or a {mall number 
of reprefentatives, are equally dan- 
gerous. But if the number of the 
reprefentatives be not only fmall, 
but unequal, the danger is increafed. 
As an inftance of this, I mention 
the following ;, when the affocia- 
tors’ petition was before the houfe 
of bly of Pennfylvania, twen- 
ty eight members only were prefent: 
all the Bucks county members, bein 
eight, voted againft it, and, ha 
feven of the Chefter members done 
the fame, this whole province had 
been governed by two counties only, 
and fis danger it is always expofed 
to. The unwarrantable ftretch, hike- 
wife, which that houfe made in their 
lait fitting, to gain an undue autho- 
rity over the delegates of the pro- 
vince, ought to warn the people at 
large, how A truft power out of 
their own hands. A fet of initruc- 


tions for the delegates were put to- 

ther, which, in point of fenfe and 
Bufinels, would have difhonoured a 
f{chool-boy : and after being approv- 
ed by a few, a very few without , 
doors, were carried into the houfe, 
and there pafied in behalf of the 


whole colony. Whereas, did the 
whole colony know, with what ill- 
will that houfe hath entered on fome 
neceflary public meafures, they would 
not hefitate a moment to think then 
unworthy of fuch a truft. 

Immediate 
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Immediate neteffity makes many 
ings convenient, which, if conti- 

D would grow into eppreffions. 

egg mr right are different 

things. the calamities of Ame- 
rica required a .confultation, there 
enna ete Sa Seite Ors — 
time, » as to int perfons 
from my Aen houfes of aifembly 
for that purpofe ; and the wifdom 
with which they have proceeded, hath 

referved this continent from ruin, 

t as it is more than probabley that 
we fhall never. be without a congrefs, 
~ every well-wifher to good order, mutt 
own, that the mode of choofing mem- 
bers for that body, deferves confider- 
ation. And I put it as a queftion to 
thofe who make a ftudy of mankind, 
whether reprefentation and election 
is not too great a power for one and 
the fame body of men to poflefs ? 
When we are planning for potterity, 
we ought to remember, that virtue 
is not hereditary. 

It is from our enemies, that we of- 
ten gain excellent maxims, and ate 
frequently furprifed into reafon by 
their miftakes. Mr. Cornwall (one of 
the lords of the treafury) treated the 
petition of the New-York aflembly 
with contempt, becaufe shar houfe, he 
faid, confifted but of twenty -fix inem- 
bers, which trifling number, he arge- 
ed, could not with decency be put 
for the whole. We thank him for his 
involuntary honetty. 

To conclude—however ftrange it 
may appear to fome, or however un- 
willing they may be to think fo, 
matters not: but many ftrong and 
ftriking reafons may be given, to 
thew x nothing can fettle our af- 
fairs fo expeditioufly, as an open de- 
claration of independence. Some of 
which are, 

Firft—it is the cuftom of nations, 
when any two are at war, for fome 
other powers, not enga in the 

, to ftep in as ators, and 

bring about the preliminaries of a 
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: bot while America calls her. 

thie fubject of Great Britain, no 

power, however well di fhe 

may be, can offer her mediation, 

Wherefore, in our prefent ftate, we 
~~ on for ever. 

—it is unreafonable to 
fuppofe, thet France or Spain will 
give us any kind of afliftance, if we 
— wy * make ufe of that “af. 

ftance for the purpofe of iri 
the breach, ofl hrengiiteniag the 
connexion between Britain and Ame- 
rica; becaufe, thofe powers. would 
be fufferers by the cuiihedadinttns 

Thirdly—while we profefs our. 
felves the fubjects of Britain, we 
mutt, in the eye of foreign nations, 
be confidered as rebels. ‘The prece- 
dent is fomewhat dangerous to their 
peace, for men to be in arms under 
the name of fubjects: we on the fpot 
can folve the paradox ; but to unite 
refiftance and fubjection, requires an 
idea much too refined ‘for common 
underftandings, — 

Fourthly—were a manifefto to be 
publifhed, and difpatched to foreign 
courts, fetting forth the miferies we 
have endured, and the peaceable me- 
thods we have ineffettually ufed for 
redrefs——declaring, at the fame time, 
that, not being able to live ily 
or fafely, under the crael difpofition 
of the Britifh court, we had been dri- 
ven to the neceflity of breaking off 
all connexions with her—at the fame 
time, affuring all fach courts of out 
peaceable dilpofition towards them, 


‘and of our defire of entering into 


trade with them—fuch a memorial 
would produce more effects to 
this continent, than if a thip were 
freighted with petitions to Britain. 
Under our prefent denomination 
of Britithfubjetts, we can neither be 
received nor heard abroad. The cuf- 
tom of all courts is againtt us, and 
will be fo, until, by an indepehdence, 

we take rank with other nations. 
Thefe proceedings may at firft ap- 
pear 
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ar ftrange and difficult, but, like 
all other fteps which we hate already 
pailed over, will in a jittle time be- 
come familiat and agreeable : and 
until an independence is declared, 

the continent will feel itfelf like a 

man who continues putting off fome 

unpleafaot bufinefs tein to day day, 
yet knows it muft be done, hates to 
fet about it, wifhes it over, and is 
continually haunted with the thoughts 
of it’s neceffity. 

2 SDP SDED -O- 

Evil confeqnences of party /pirit—necef- 
fity of moderation in political charace 
ters—in porty contefis, public good 

* facrificed to private views, 


HE {pirit of party is a fpirit- 


of enmity ; and whether poli- 
tics, or religion, philofophical opini- 
ons, or family feuds, have called it 
into. exiftence—it has always been 
hoftile to the peace, and obnoxious to 
the virtue of mankind. At different 
periods it has unfurled the ftandard 
of civil war, and unfheathed the 
two-edged fword of perfecution ; 
but at all times, when it has pre- 
vailed, the private peace of fociety 
has been diflurbed, and domettic 
felicity interrupted by it. 

If a real and unteigned zeal for 
the welfare of their country, opera- 
ting upon different principles, warm- 
ed the bofoms of public men; if 
a genuine fpirit S pecenos anima-: 
ted every one whofe abilities or fitu- 
ation in life had raifed him to the 
legiflatorial dignity ;—their contefts 
would have but one objeét—which 
would be the public good ;—and 
though there would, nay there mutt, 
be a frequent difference in opinions, 
yet neither artifice nor malevolence 
would be employed in the fupport of 
them—The viciorious party would 
not be infolent with fuccefs, nor 
would thofe who failed, retire irom 
the conflict pale with difappointment, 
and growling forth revenge. But as 

ol. I, No. Ii, 
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this, I fear, is rather the vifion of a 
fanciful mind, than a trae and 
faithful reprefentation of any thing 
which does or will exift; we muit 
fuffer it, though b paar reluctantly, 
to pafs away, and apply to lefs pleaf- 
ing realities for afliftance in our rea- 
foning upon the fabject. 

If then the fpirit of party. be a 
fpirit of violence, it does not require 
any great fagacity to determiné, 


haepeion and the cool fuggeiions 
of rative wifdom can a lit- 
tle comhexion withit. Paflion and 
prejudice will be its prevailing direc- 
tors ; and that they will ever lead it 
to pene mult depend upon accident, 
and is rather the object of our idle 
wifhes, than of any rational expecta- 
tion. It might, however, be reafon- 
ably imagined, that violence oppofed 
to violence would foon find an ead— 
but, like the wandering tribes of 
Arabia, when driven away by fupe- 
rior power, or having exhauited all 
the produce of its local habitation, 
it fhifts its ground, and goes in 
fearch of another fpot, where. it may 
luxuriate in plenty. Power may for 
a time, and in particular cafes, give 
a check to the flames of oppofih 
faction ; but, 6n the firft fupply of 
fuel, che flumbering embers will re- 
kindle with more than redoubled fu- 
ry. Here then the utility, and even 
neceflity, of a moderating power, ap- 
pears with irrefiftible evidence ; not 
only to prevent public diffentions 
from continuing their mifchief, but 
to avail itfelf of them in fuch a man- 
ner as to produce good—when the 
contending parties become wearied 
with contention; when the fame 
fubjects have been confidered, and the 
fame arguments fupported even to 
fatiety ; when, fore with alternate 
fcourgings, they languith for repofe, 
{eed this will fometimes happen) a 
vourable opportunity prefents it- 
felf for men of moderation to enforce 
fome falutary meafure, and to effec- 
K tuate, 
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tuate, if poffible, fome general, com- 
prehenfive plan for the fervice of 
their country. pg 
The man of party is a man of vi- 
olence, and fees every thing through 
a medium tinged with prejudice. 
The man of moderation is a man of 
reaion, and deliberates before he de- 
termines to act. The meafures of 
the former, arifing from the force of 
afiion, are hafly, inconfiderate, and 
quently injurious to the caufe he. 
means to ferve; while thofe of te 
latter, being the refult of a wife'and 
calm furvey of what he is about to 
do, in all its connexions and confe- 
uences, are decifive and effeétual.— 
he one aéts upon the narrow ground 
of private cabal, or refts his power 
on the weak bafis of partial affoci- 
ation ; while the other liftens not to 
any cabal, nor turns his attention to 
any man or fet of men whatever, but 
deliberates without prejudice, and 
determines from his own mature 
judgment. The man of party is ever 
on the wing, always hurried and ¢a- 
fily inflamed, catching at every op- 
portunity to declare his opinions, 
and ufing every means to enforce 
them ; while the man of moderation 
is ever inattentive to his duty, 
though he is not always in the actual 
exercife of it :— he never fteps forth 
to ation, but when the occafion de- 
mands his fervices—at fuch a feafon, 
with an independent fpirit and a 
calm dignity, he comes forward, fe- 
cure of an ufeful and commanding 
influence. 
“0 Dee D> -o- 


Thoughts ‘on mobs—comparifon beteween 
- thofe in America and thofe in Great 
Britain—caufes of popular difcontents 
—wot peculiar to the prefent times. 
T is not a little mortifying to a 
patriot, to hear people of fenfe 


and property, repine at the turbue 
lence of the times, and with their 
perfons and eftates were in fome 


Thoughts on mobs. 


other country, where they could be 
fecure in tranquility. Such people 
either have weak nerves, or never 
read hiftory. Let a perfon who with- 
es to transfer his property to Great 
Britain, reflect a moment on the com- 
parative fituation of the two coun- 
tries. In America, mobs are fome- 
times noify, and ftop courts. In 
Great Britain, they are riotous, and 
oe down houfes. In England or 
reland, a man is liable, in the mot 
peaceful times, to be robbed at aoon- 
day. In America, any man is fafe 
at midnight, in the largeft cities, and 
furrounded with a Hampfhire con- 
vention or a Worcetter mob. 

But I will make no further re- 
marks myfelf. I will sranfcribe, for 
the benefit of weak minds, who think 
popular tumults are confined to this 
country, the following paflage from 
fir William ‘Temple’s works. 

«*One caufe of popular difcon- 
tents, is a certain reftlefsnefs of 
thought, which feems univerfally and 
infeparably annexed to our very na- 
tures and conftitutions, unfatisfied 
with what we are, or what we at 
prefent poflefs and enjoy, ftill cra- 
ving after fomething paft or to come, 
and by griefs, regrets, defires, or 
fears, ever troubling and corrupting 
the pleafures of our fenfes, and of 
our imaginations, the enjoyment of 
our fortunes, or beft produétions of 
out reafou, and thereby the content 
and happinefs of our lives. 

** Such is the true, natural, and 
common fource of fuch perfonal dif- 
fatisfa&tions, fuch domeftic com- 
plaints, and fuch popular difcontents, 
as afflict not only our private lives, 
conditions, and fortunes, but every 
rank and degree in civil ftates and 
governments, and thereby confum- 
mate the particular and general infeli- 
city of mankind, which is enough 
complained of by allthat confider it 
in the common actions and paffions of 
life, but much more in the fa¢tions, 

feditions, 





A word of conflation for America. 


feditions, convulfions, and fatal re- 
volutions, that have fo frequently, 
and in all ages, attended or all 
of the governments in the world. 

“ This reftlefs humour, fo general 
and natural to mankind, is a.weed 
that grows in all foils, and under ail 
climates ; but feems to thrive moft 
and grow fatteft in the beft. 

«« There is no-theme fo large and 
fo eafy, no difcourfe fo comfaon and 
fo plaufible, as the faults or corrup- 
tions of government, the mifcar- 
riages or complaints of magiftrates ; 
none {0 eafily received and fpread 
among good and well-meaning men ; 
none fo mifchievoufly raifed and em- 
ployed by bad men, nor to worfe 
and more difguifed ends. No po: 


vernments, no times, were ever free 


from them, nor ever will be, till all 
men are wife, good, and eafily con- 
tented. {Mark this, ye weak-nerved 
Americans, who fuppofed that inde- . 
pendence and 


good conftitutions 


would enable you to flumber away. 


life on feather beds. As well may 
you expect American climates to be 
exempted from ftorms, as that our 
ftates will be free from factions and 
tumults, which are incident to all 
focieties on earth. } 

“© The common fort of people al- 
ways find fault with the times : and 
fome muft always have reafon: for 
the merchant gains by peace, and the 
foldier by war ; the fhepherd by wet 
feafons, the ploughman bv dry: 
when the city fills, the country grows 
empty; and while trade increafes in 
one place, it deereafes in another, 
and both cannot fucceed alike. 

“© There is one univerfal divifion 
in all ftates, between thofe who are 
contented with what they poffefs, or 
what expeét from their abilities, 
induftry, and frugality, and thofe, 
who, diflatisfied with what they have, 
and not trufting co thofe innocent 
ways of acquiring more, maft fall to 
others, and pafs from juit to unjuft, 
from peaceable to violent.” 


187 


A word of confilation for America 
thoughts on the pr-fent times——not fo 
gloomy as generally fuppifed—necef 
Siy of enlarging the powers of com 
grefs.* 

My dear friends, 


HY thofe four faces, and 

gloomy countenances? ‘ Is 
there not a caufe ?”’—you reply. * The 
taxes are heavy—money is fcarce— 
thé times diftreffing ; and likely to 
grow worfe.” Likely to grow bet- 
ter, if our own folly do not prevent 
it. There is no reafon for defpon- 
dency. Can’t you look back a few 
years to the midit of the war, when 
you bore greater diftreffes with pa- 
tience and manly fortitude? What 
fupported you then? Hope to fee 
peace, and fecure independence. And 
are not your hopes realized ? We 
have obtained a glorious peace, and 
fit quietly under our vines and fig 
trees. Does this give you no fatis- 
faction, and excite no gratitude to 
heaven ? And do you itill murmur 
and complain ? 

** But oh! the immenfe public 
debt.” Not immenfe—not greater 
than you had reafon to expeét—a 
moderate price, which you would 
have bid, without hefitating a mo- 
ment, ten years ago, for freedom 
from the hand of oppreffion and ar- 
bitrary power, which forbade you to 
call any thing your own. Why are 
you caft down, when you have wea- 
thered the ftorm, and made your port ? 
You need not fear to look the public 
debt full inthe face. It is not fo ve- 
ry formidable. ‘The refources of 
America are fafficient to cancel it 
foon enough. Don’t expect it to be 
done in a day, ora year. You are 
fhaking the burden from your fhoul- 
ders by degrees. Great part of our 
certificates are already redeemed and 

burned ; 
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burned; and the reft will be con- 
fiantly aeducing by taxes, and the 
fale of lands. ‘The public lands are 
an amazing refource, which will af- 
ford us great relief. We fhall have 
hardy, induftrious emigrants, without 
number, to purchafe and till the un- 
aperepens lands, to increafe our 
manufactures, and help to pay our 
publie debts. 

‘Lhe path, my friends, to politica] 
felicity and falvation, is very plain, 
Tis true, we blundered fometimeés in 
the war, but by the blefling of kind 
hc got through it. We 

ave erred, greatly erred, fince, by 
extravagant importations and con- 
fumption of foreign goods, a great 
part of them mere gew-gaws and 
needlefs trumpery. This has taken 
away a good deal of our money, 
which we now want, to carry on bu- 
finefs, and pay our taxes. We are 
fmarting for this extravagance and 
folly ; and it is beft we fhould feel 
the lafhes of this rod, which we have 
made for our backs, till it hath 
taught us the moft important and ne- 
ceflary leffons of frugality and induf- 
try.« Bought wit is often beft, and 
abides longeft. However, the evils 
we fuffer by this error, are working 
their own remedy. People are mak- 
ing a virtue of neceflity. They pur- 
chafe fewer fuperfluities ; they in- 
create their own manufactures ; and 
are becoming more induftrious and 
frugal. My obfervation convinces 
me it is fo with many, and I hope 
and believe «it will grow more gene- 
ral. This, connected with what our 
legiflatures moft, and I conceive will, 
fuon do, cannot fail to give us in- 
creafing relicf and comfort, Mea- 
fures ate taking, and I hope will be 
carried into full effect, to revive pub- 
lic credit, from various caufes funk 


low. This, once done, will in a 


great meafure remove the diftreffes 


we feel for want of a more plentiful © 


medium. 


Congrefs muft be. vefted with 
larger powers—powers to carry into 
efiect their requifitions, and fully to 
regulate commerce. That power 
which is not efficient, is really no 
power at all. The fair angual electi- 
on of members of congrefs, is a fuf- 
ficient guard againft «ie abufe of 
fuch power. ‘I hey can have no in- 
tereft feparate from that of the peo- 
ple at large, as they yearly quit their 
feats, wa retura into private life, 
When congrefs have plenary power 
to fupport the national faith and ho- 
nour, by wite meafures—to do jaltice 
to foreign and domettic creditors— 
to regulate trade, without being 
counteragted by any partial adjuft. 
ments of particular ftates,—then com- 
merce will flourith ; all nations will 
feck to trade with us ; we fhall have 
a ready market, and a good price, 
for whatever we have to part with, 
Articles for exportation‘ will increafe 
rapidly. Money will be largely im- 
ported, and will become plenty. Ex- 
orbitant intereft will be at an end, 
All branches of bufinefs will be brifk, 
lively and gainful ; taxes will grow 
Jefs, as the public debt diminithes. 

You feel dull and ill natured about 
the expences of government, and the 
monies which are, and mutt be raif- 
ed, to pay the civil lift. But, my 
friends, this would not put you out 
of temper, if you had looked ‘into 
the matter with any degree of preci- 
fion, and not taken your fentiments 
from noify, envious, and difappoint- 
ed perfons. This will produce a tax 
hardly to be felt, when we have 
wiped off the public debt. You think 

ublic officers have too large pay. It 
ys poffible fome of them may. have ; 
though the fafety and reputation of 
a people require that thofe whofe 
time and abilities are devoted to the 
public fervice, fhould be well fup- 

rted: otherwife, we fhall foon 
ofe men of the beft abilities out of 
government ; and the political ma- 
chine, 
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chine, for want of better and ftronger 
hands to move and guide it, will al 
come flow, weak, and irregular, in 
all its motions. But if you could 
prune and pare down the falaries of 

ublic officers, as low as any man, 
Pat a mere niggard, could wifh, it 
would not {I {peak from examination 
and calculation) leflen the expence 
more than threepence annually on 
the fingle poll, in this and the other 
ftates. And can this, then, be fo 
great a grievance? 

Moft of the grievances, which 
make you murmur, want only to be 
examined with a candid, honeft 
heart, and a {mall fhare of fortitSde 
and patience ;- your countenances 
would change, and you would be re. 
covered from fits of fpleen. You will 
find infinite advantage by adopting 
the following advice of an honett, 
chearful fellow-citizen, 

Keep a good confcience and a 
peaceful mind. Study no tricks or 
fchemes to defraud any perfon, your 
creditors in particular. If you can’t 
anfwer their demands, fo foon as you 
and they, could with, let them fee 
that you mean honeftly, and that you 
are induftrious and frugal; and you 
will find very few, who will not treat 
you with tendernefs and forbearance. 
And you that are creditors, be care- 
ful to fhew fuch a difpofition to- 
wards your debtors. Plead for juf- 
tice in government towards the cre- 
ditors of the public : many of them 
fuffer extremely ; and will fuffer pa- 
tiently, if they fee no fchemes on 
foot defigned to defraud them. Be- 
lieve it a maxim of everlafting truth, 
that righteoufnefs exalteth a nation. 
You mutt fee, if you don’t fhut your 
eyes againft the Gillett evidence, that 

overnment have carried their ten- 
rnefg and concern towards debtors, 
public and private, toa great length; 
perhaps too far, in fome inftances. 
By this means the public debt is lef- 
fening in the eafieft way that can 
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confift with honour and integrity ie 
government. Don’t you pay many 
of your taxes by orders Ae | public 
fecurities, which you obtain at forty, 
fifty, or fixty per cent. difcount ? 
This difcount falls as real lefs fome- 
where. Are you fo felfith as to have 
no pity on thofe who {fuftain it, 
among whom are many poor foldiers, 
widows, .and orphans? Will you 
murmur when they are filent, though 
you are eafed at their expence ? 

Lay your planevery year, to make 
fuch daily favings in your expences, 
and to gain fo much, by vigorous ex- 
ertions in the way of honeit induftry, 
as fhall enable you feafonably to pay 
your taxes. They who judicioufly 
lay fuch plans, and keep them in - 
their eye, and endeavour every day 
and week, to be in the execution of 
them, will not fail, unlefs prevented 
by fome fpecial providence ;-in which 
cafe, juftice and humanity, in their 
fellow-citizens, will not fail to fecure 
them indulgence or abatements. 

Let every day bear the marks of 
the three following political virtues, 
always good, and at prefent indifpen- 
fibly neceflary—induftry, Genie x 
and economy. ‘Thefe will perform 
wonders—thefe will work out your 
falvation, Are they painful and felf- 
denying ? You will find them very 
little fo, when you have once entered 
heartily into the pra¢tice of them. 
They will rather improve than dimi- 
nifh the health of your bodies—the 
peace of your minds—and every lau- 
dable enjoyment. Ye farmers, look 
over your lands, and fee what parts 
may be cultivated to more advantage, 
—how you can raife more grain and 
flax,—keep more cows and theep,—~ 
fat more cattle, —fell more beef and 

k, and other articles of produce. 

tudy agriculture; carry it to the 
greatett perfection. It is the bafis of 
our wealth; of manufactures ; and 
of all gainful commerce. Gentle- 
men oa ladies, Old and young, look 
over 
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over your expences and manner of 
living. You will fhew the trueft 
and moft revutable patriotifm, by 
retrenching fuperfiuities. Caft an eye 
back frequently , upon the plain, cheap 
and frugal manner, in which your 
worthy and pious anceftors lived, a 
century ago. Need we be afhamed, 
in this difficalt day, toconform more 
to it than we do? Yea, would it not 
Le*to our honour ? Don’t murmur at, 
or envy thofe, who you fee are able 
to pay their taxes feafonably, and at 
the fame time to live in what is called, 
a more fafhionable ftile than you. Per- 
feét equality, as to property, can ne- 
ver take place, even in the moft po- 
re governinents. Could it be 

rought about to day, a thoufand 
things, which nothing but omnipo- 
tence could effe&, would be necef- 
fary to continue it for a year, con- 
fiftently with the natural rights and 
liberties of mat:kind, under any form 
of government, which allowed any 
fuch thing as private property. Some 
always did, and always will obtain 
more moncy than others, from nu- 
merous caufes too obvious to be men- 
tioned. There is a greater equality 
in this country than in almoft any 
other ; and it may continue if it be 
not our own fault: few freeholders 
need ceafe to be fo, unlefs by influ- 
ence of pride, indolence and luxury, 


Be jealous of your privileges : but 


let not your jealoufy grow into ill- 
natured and groundlefs fafpicions. 
Attend not to the complaints and 
murmurs of faétious, difcontented 
rfons ; for fome fuch will be found 
in all communities. Seek the redrefs 
of real grievances, if any fuch you 
have, in a conftitutional way, and 
not by mobs and riots: by thefe you 
will lofe more time, and monev, and 
ood temper, than can be compenfa- 
ted by all their influence. Be care- 
ful not to anticipate, by an anxious 
apprehenfive temper, troybles which 
may never come. Thofe beft confult 


their own happinefs, as well as the 
good of fociety, who ftudy to be 
quict, and to atténd to tireir own pro- 
per bufinefs. Don’t be uneafy at the 
continuance of public burdens, as if 
they could be removed ina day ora 
year. Time and patience, with a 
props line of conduét, will daily 
effen them, till they be all done away. 
The fentiments—the confolation— 
and the line of conduct expreffed 
above, I have adopted, believin 
them to be diftated by reafon, an 
the complexion of the times. I am 
no legiflator~ho]d no office under 
government—nor ever fhall. I have 
realized what many profeffed a‘wil- 
lingnefs to fubmit to, at the begin- 
ning of the war—the Jofs of aear 
half the fall property I had. I con- 
fider it as an honourable facrifice to 
the caufe of liberty, and of my coun 
try, and bear it patiently I am, and 
always expect to be, in private, and 
low life, I- feel high fatisfaétion in 
the freedom and independence of 
America; and doubt nor of its grow- 
ing profperity and welfare, if the 
conduct which I have flightly fug- 
gefted, is gone into by the fio. 
in general; which is accordingly re- 
commended with earneftnefs and af- 
fection, by 
An honeft chearful citizen, 
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On Anerican manufaAures—neceffi'y 
of encouraging them—the idea, that 
trade will regulate itfelf, proved ta 
be fallaciou:—condué of Britain in 
this refpeci—a country fituated as 
America is, muft be poor, without 
manufatures—a/perfions on the me- 
chanics refuted —objections anfwered, 


NE of the greateft obftruCtions 

to the fettling and eftablifhing 
manufaétures, in this country, is the 
natural propenfity of mankind to be 
governed by old habits and prejudi- 


ces 
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ces. To endeavour to meliorate or 
alter thefe, and to awaken the public 
mind to propofed amendments, muft, 
at any time, be confidered an ardu- 
ous and important tafk. Our attach- 
ments to what we have been long ac- 
cuftomed to, produce a kind of fe- 
cond nature, a lethargic indifference, 
or ratherdifinclination to any change, 
however falutary in profpect. ‘lhe 
mere found of words, in fome cafes, 
is alfy poffefied of a ftrange magical 
influence, and in the prefent fubject, 
difcovers a ftrong operative power, 
particularly in the following ienten- 
ces: “A free trade with all the 
« world. Britifh goods exceed all 
« others in quality. Mechanics will 
“take advantage, if manufactures 


*¢ are eftavlifhed in this country. It’ 


‘is cheaper to import. ‘The coun- 
« try istoo young,” &c. Thefe max- 
ims have an afiouifhing influence on 
2 people in our fituation. They ex- 
cite our attention, and affect our paf- 
fions and prejudices. 

But when the evils we feel and 
complain of, are of fuch magnitude, 
as to involve confequences the moft 
ferious and alarming—when the quef- 
tion is, whether we fhall place our- 
felves on a foundation that will fe- 
cure our commercial, as well as poli- 
tical independewce—whether we thall 
make ufe of the materials and ad- 
vantag?s, which our natural fituation 
affords u. ?——It becomes the duty of 
every fric:.d to the welfare and prof- 

tity of Ais country, to contribute 

is mite, however fmall, towards re- 
moving thofe old inveterate preju- 
dices, which prove a hindrance to the 
profecution of an object pregnant 
with fuch manifold advantages to 
the rifing greatnefs of thefe fates. 

it would be too fanguine in me, 
to expect to convince every indivi- 
dual, or to filence every noify con- 
ceited demagogue, who may delight 
to declaim againft mechanics. My 
endeavours fhall be direSted to make, 


aga 


if poflible, an impreffion upon the 
people at large ; to remove the wrong 

jas in favour of foreign manufac- 
tures ; and to corre¢t the vicious tatie 
we have been contracting for many 
years. To this lam urged, not by 
any defire to thine as an author, but 
to be ufeful to my country, as a citi- 
zen: being convinced that to begin, 
at this juncture, the eitabiithment of 
manufactures; will be the onlv way 
to lay a foundation for the future 
glory, greatnefs, and indejx ndesice of 
America. 

A free trade is 2 conftitutional pri- 
vilege, and a great blefling, when we 
have goods, wares, and merchandile 
of our own, to carry on fach a trade. 
But this is not our fituation : for 
we cannot hoait of much befides the 
produce of our land, fuch as corn, 
tobacco, rice, itdigo, &c. Let us 
attend to what the great Montefquieu 
fays of a country ihus circumftanced : 
** This fate, wanting all, can acquire 
** nothing, wherefore, it would be 
** much better for the inhabitants not 
**to have the teait commerce with 
*¢ any nation upon earth: for com- 
** merce in thole circumftances, mutt 
** neceflarily lead them to poverty.” 
We now experience the truth of this 
a politician’s aflertion. America, 

rom one end to the other, preilingly 
feels ir. 

A ftate whofe balance of trade is 
always to its difadvantage, cannot 
expect to grow rich ; but we are told 
by fome, ** trade will regulate itfelf :’’ 
if fo, why do the wileft and mot 
profperous governments make laws 
in favour and fupport of their trade? 
if trade regulates itfelf, why does 
the Britifh parliament employ fo 
much time and pains in regulating 
their trade, fo as to render its advan- 
tages particularly ufeful to their own 
nation ? Why {fo prepofterous as to 
abide by, and enforce, their boafted 
navigation act? But fo far is trade 
from regulating itfelf, that it con- 

tinually 
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tinually needs the help of the legifla- 
ture of every country, as a nurfing 
father. If we Americans do not 
choofe to regulate it, it will regulate 
us, till we have not a farthing left 
in our land. Trade, like an helplefs 
infant, requires parental care, and to 
be well Igoked after: for, fays the 
fame éxcellent author, “ a country 
that conftantly exports fewer manu- 
faGtures or commodities than it re- 
ceives, will foon find the balance 
finking ; it will receive lefs and lefs, 
till, falling into extreme poverty, it 
will receive nothing at all.” * The 
truth is, trade repolbtes or correéts 
itfelf, juft as every thing elfe does, 
that is left to itfelf. The manner 
the late war, for inftance, would have 
corrected itfelf, had we fupinely fat 
fill, and folded our arms together, 
would have been fuch a corre¢tion, 
as I hope no perfon who makes ufe 


of this flimfy argument, would wifh 
to have taken place ; and unlefs we 
fhortly regulate and correct the abu- 
fes of our trade by lop ing off its 


ufelefs branches, and eftablifhing ma- 
nufactures, we fhall be corrected, 
thaps even to our very deftruction. 

Let me addrefs you, ye guardians 
of the community !—ye legiflators 
of the ftate !—let me folicit your fe- 
ious attention to the deplorable 
condition of your country, to the 
evils impending on your conftituents, 
to the ruinous decline of their com- 
merce, to the gloomy profpects on 
every fide, to the wretched fituation 
of a country without money, with- 
out credit, and without manufac. 
tures ; and may your patriotic wif- 
dom devife fome efficacious means to 
relieve us froma thofe embarrafiments 
and calamities which threaten our 
ruin ! 

As to the fuperior quality of Bri- 
tifh goods, I would admit it in fome 
inftances ; I have not an eye to their 
entire prohibition; but they 2 
wot, however excellent they may 
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to prevent the encouragement of our 
own manofaétares, which from this 
time ought to rife in our eftimation ; 
fo much the more as we are fenfible 
of their want and ufefulnefs. 

Should a frefh war break out, 
which providence forbid, we thal be 
apt to execrate that folly which 
could make us prefer the manufac- 
tures Of any country, at the expence 
of entirely neglecting our own. 

But it 1s furmifed, that the mecha- 
nics will take advantage, and raifé 
the price of their labour, if they 
fhould obtain laws favourable to their 
defign. As this is thought to be a 
weighty objection, if not unan{wer- 
able, I fhial! eadeavour to obviate ic, 
Iam acquainted with refpeétable bo- 
dies of mechanics, who five autho- 
rifed me to declare that they have 
no fuch views of intentions ; that 
they do not mean to raife their pri- 
cés, to at like extortioners, or to 
afk an *xorbitant rate for fuch articles 
as they may make. They mean to 
be equitable in their charges: and 
they hope the legiflature will afford 
them that protection they are entitled 
to: for as the prefent baleful fyftem 
of trade, and fcarcity of cath, occa- 
fion numbers of them to want em. 
ployment, though they are able and 
ready to furnifh many articles which 
are at prefent imported—and as ma- 
ny of their branches are faft decli- 
ning, and fome are likely. to become 
totally extinét, they conceive that 
duties ought to be laid on certain 
imported articles, in fuch a manner 
as to place the American manufac- 
turers on the fame footing as the 
manufaQurers of Europe, and ena- 
ble them to procure br8ad and fup- 

rt for their families. 

Should the indulgence of the le- 
giflature be abufed, they have power 
competent to withdraw that indul- 

ce: and their wifdom will enable 
them to judge properly of the duty 
requifite to be laid upon each article. 
An 
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An exceflive daty might be only an 
encouragement to the {muggler to 
rifque his praperty ; and in cafe he 
fhould, with much difficulty would 
he efcape ; as it would be the intereft 
‘of a large body of people to detect 
him. On the other hand, let the 
duties be only fo high as to enable 
the manufacturer to procure a decent 
fubfiftence for his family. We thall 
then find him employed in making 
many articles which were before im- 

rted. He will enlarge the {phere 
of his bufinefs, get more hands to 
work, amd take more apprentices. 
If, with all thefe advantages in his 
favour, he fhould be fo imprudent 
as to raife his prices, the interference 
of the legiflature may take off the 


duty. ‘The articles will then be im-_ 


ported, and he will be in the fame 
fituation as before. But the proba- 
bility is, that inftead of raifing his 
rices, he will, in proportion to the 
increafe of his bubnets, and the ex- 
tenfive fale.of his goods, be enabled 
to work at a more reafonable rate. 
Such has been the iffue of fimilar 
meafures purfued by the wifett and 
moit flourifhing nations in the old 
world. 
It is notwithftanding objected that 
“the mechanics cannot be trutted ; that 
they will certainly take advantage 
whenever it is in their power ; and 
to prove this, we ate referred to our 
fituation during the late war. We 
all know that the medium of trade, 
at that time, was in a fluctuating 
ftate; that mechanics (and even {pe- 
culators fometimes) were not able, 
in their prices, to keep pace with 
the depreciation ; it was an hour of 
trial and difficulty, in which many a 
man knew not what to afk, or how to 
att rtf{pecting his labour. Let the 
worft be faid, it is evident, if mecha- 
nics may be {tigmatized as extortion- 
ers, they were not alone. They had 
many among the merchants and 
landlords to keep them company. 
VoL -I. No. UI. 


There are many circumftances that 
make the cafe extraordinary, and 
these is no knowing the difpofition 
of a man from his conduét durin 
this period, as every one entertai 
different ideas of the value of money. 
But if a fear that mechanics will 
take advantages, is a found reafon 
againft promoting the manufactures 
of ourcountry, then muft fuch a 
thing never take place; the fame 
reafon may be urged againft the 
meafure, whenever it is agitated, at 
a future day. It is happy for the 
mechawics in America, that they 
have met with the protection and en- 
couragement of geen in fe- 
veral of the wifett ftates. I hope 
they will -meet the fame throughout 
the union; be confidered as ufeful 
eitizeus adding real itrength to the 
community, and worthy of confi- 
deiice ; and thetefore placed on a 
footing with the mechanics of Eu- 
rope. 

It is well known there are inte- 
refted men, and fome whofe thoughts 
never extended beyond themfelves to 
promote the welfare of the people ia 
general, who are apt to entertain but 
a mean opinion of working, labori- 
ous people. It is to be withed that 
this was not the cafe in our ftate, 
fince our conftitution and form of 
government know of no fubordina. 
tion in profeflions; ail are placed as 
near an equality in political privile- 
ges as poilible. Strange then that 
any fhould be found, and thofe 
ainong the number of profeffed pa- 
triots, who are ready to treat mecha 
nics with contempt, as though they 
were too inconfiderable for notice ; 
whereas, if the truth were known, 
thefe mufhroom patriots are them- 
felves the immediate defcendants of 
mechanics, or perhaps lower, even 
from the mott humble and obfcure 
walks of life. 

But it is fuperfluous to combat 
the whims and fancies of the felfifh 
Cc and 
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and conceited. Every enlightened 
mind muft fee the neceflity of pro- 
moting our own manufactures, in 
reference to all others in the world. 
t will encourage the induftrious, 
and employ the emigrants who may 
vifit our country; it will work up 
our raw materials, than which, no- 
thing can be more profitable. It is 
a known calculation, that the differ- 
ence between the value of raw ma- 
terials, and that of the fame materi- 
als manufatured, is as one to four : 
that is, one million pounds value of 


raw materials, will, with labour, 
produce four millions. It was this 
which made the American colonies 
heretofore fo valuable to England, 
We fent them raw materials, which 
employed their people, and increafed 
their wealth in an unexampled man- 


ner. 
A plain, but real friend to America. 
“0-220 


Prefent fituation of affairs. 
HE citizens of America muft 
foon aroufe from their dreams, 
or they will awake the fubjects of a 
defpot. 

They fought glorioufly, and dif- 
played the greateft wifdom, until 
they eftablifhed independence: but 
fince the peace, an indecifive fpirit, 
a fleepy jealoufy, a blind avarice, 
and little local prejudices, have fo 
benumbed and darkened the heads of 
mag | members of the legiflatures, 
in different ftates, as to caft a fhade 
round the national glory. Hence it 
is, that congrefs are {till deftitute of 
power to regulate commerce, and to 
form a fyftem of finance. From this 
fource flow numberlefs evils. Hence 
the old enemy, Britain, infults us by 
keeping our forts contrary to treaty, 
and aims to deftroy our trade in eve- 
ry quarter. This is the fource of 
public poverty, and produces ge- 
neral difcontent : and this tends to 
a change of government, 


The people ought to refleét often, 
and very ferioufly on this : 
and they may affure themfelves that 
many, very many with ro fee an em- 
peror at the head of our nation. And 
unlefs the ftates very foon give to 
congrefs the neceflary powers to re- 
gulate trade, and ta torma fyftem 
of finance, for the fupport of nations 
al credit, fuch an event may take 
place fuddenly. It may not be at the 
diftance of one fhort year. Let us 
at like men, and give power te con- 

refs, whoare our reprefentatives ; 
for if we do not, a delpot may take 
power, and ufe it as he pleafes with- 
out our controul. 

Many people in power, in fome of 
the ftates, think we are perfettly 
fafe from fuch an event, therefore 
purfue only narrow ftate policy—re- 
gardlefs of the great national con- 
cerns. But, I could tell them alarm. 
ing truths, which at prefent I thall 
not mention. Enough hath been told, 
and if the ftates continue in the road 
of error a little longer, it will be 
unneceffary to tell them of danger— 
for they may fee and feel the effects 
of their folly. 
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Letter from mr. Shaw, agent for the 
owners of the foip Emprefs of China, 
in ber vayage to Canton, addreffed 
to Fobn Fay, fy. 

New York, May 19, 1785. 


HE firft veffel that has been 
fitted out by the inhabitants of 
America, for eflaying a commerce 
with thofe of China, being, by the 
favour of heaven, fafely returned to 
this port, it becomes my duty to 
communicate to you, for the infor- 
mation of the fathers of the country, 
an account of the reception their ci- 
tizens have met with, and the refpect 
with which their flag has been treat- 
ed, in that diftant'region ; efpecially 
as fome circumftances have occurred, 
which had a tendency to attract the 
attention 
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attention of the Chinefe to a people of 
whom they have hitherto had but very 
confufed ideas, and which ferved in a 
liar manner to place the Ame- 
ricans in a more confpicuous point 
of view, than has commonly attend- 
ed the introduétion of other nations 
* jn that ancient and extenfive empire. 
The thip employed on this occa- 
fion, is about three hundred and fixty 
tons rai ea. egy in semag san 
ui with forty three ons, 
ar command of iota toe, 
efq. ‘The fubicriber had the. honour 
of being appointed agent for their 
commerce, by the gentlemen at 
whofe rifque chis firft experiment has 
been undertaken. 


the fhip failed from New York, and 
arrived the 21ft of March at St. Ja- 
go, the principal of the cape de Verd 
iflands. Having paid our refpetts to 
the Portuguefe viceroy, and, with 
his permiflion, taken fuch refrefh- 
ments as were neceflary, we left thofe 
iflands on the 27th, and purfued our 


voyage. After a pleafant paflage, in 
which adthite extraordinary occur- 
red, we came to anchor in the 
ftraits of Sunda, on the 18th of 


July. It was no fmall addition to 
our happinefs on this occafion, to 
meet dave two fhips belonging to 
our good allies, the French. rhe 
commodore, M. d*Ordelin, and his 
officers, welcomed us in the moft af- 
fectionate manner ; and his own fhip 
being immediately bound to Canton, 
he gave us an invitation to go in 
company with him. This friendly 
offer we moft chearfully accepted : 
and the commodore furnifhed us with 
his fignals, by day and night, and 
added fuch inftructions for our paf- 
fage though the Chinefe feas, as 
would have been exceedingly bene- 
ficial, had any unfortunate accident 
occafioned our feparation. Happily, 
we purfued our route together. 

On our arrival at the ifland of 


On the 2ed of ara 1784, 
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Macao, the French conful for Chis 
na, monf, Vieillard, with fome other 
F sernpegs of his nation, came on 

rd to congratulate and welcome 
us to that part of the world, and 
kindly undertook the introdu€tion 
of the Americans to the Portuguefe 
governor. The little time that we 
were there, was entirely taken up by 
the good offices of the conful, the 
gentlemen of his nation, and thof 
of the Swedes and imperialifts, who 
ftill remained at Macao. ‘The other 
Europeans had repaired to Canton, 
‘Three days afterwards, we finifhed 
our outward-bound voyage. Previ- 
ous to coming to anchor, we faluted 
the fhipping in the harbour, with 
thirteen guns, which were returned 
by all the commodores of the Euro- 
pean nations, each of whom fent an 
officer to compliment us on our ar- 
rival. ‘Thefe vifits were returned by 
the captain and fupercargoes, in the 
afternoon ; who were again faluted 
by the refpective fhips, as they fi- 
nifhed their vifit. When’ the French 
fent their officers to congratulate u:, 
they added to the obligations we 
were under to them, by furnifhing 
men, boats, and anchors, to affift us 
in coming to fafe and convenient 
moorings. Nor did their good offices 
ftop here. They furnifhed us with 
part of their bankfall, and infifted, 
that, until we were fettled, we fhould 
take up our quarters with them at 
Canton. 

The day of our arrival at Canton, 
Auguft 30, and the two followin 
days, we were vifited by the Chi- 
nefe merchants, and the chiefs and 
gentlemen of the feveral European 
eftablifhments. The Chinefe were 
very indulgent towards us. ‘They 
ftiled us the new people: and when 
by the map, we conveyed to them 
an idea of the extent of our country, 
with its prefent and increafing popu- 
lation, they were highly leated at 
the profpeét of fo confiderable 3 
market _ 





196 Letter from mr, Shaw to mr. Fuy. 


market for the produttions of theirs. 

The fituation of the Europeans at 
Canton is fo well known, 4s to ren- 
der a detail unneceflary. The good 
underianding commonly fubfiiiing 
between them and the Chinefe, was 
in fome degree interrupted by two 
extraordinary occurrences, of which 
I will with your permiiiion, give a 
particular account. 

The police at Canton is at all 
times extremely ftrict: and the Eu- 
ropeans, refiding there, are circum- 
{criked with n very narrow limits. 
"The Jatter had obferved with concern 
fomeircumftances which they dcem- 
ed an encroachment on their rights. 
Og this confideration, they determi- 
ned to apply for redreis to the hop- 
po, who is the head officer of the 
¢uftom:, the next time he fhould vifir 
the fhipping. Deputies accordingly 
attended from every nation: and | 
was chofen to reprefent our’s. We 
met the hoppo on board an Englifh 
fhip ; and the caufes of ae om 
were foon after removed. — 

The other occurrence, of which I 
fhall beg leave to take notice, gave 
rife to what. was called the Canton 
war, which threatened to be produc- 
tive of very ferious confequences. 
On the 25th of November, an Eng- 
lith fhip, in faiuting fome company 
that had dined on board, killed a 
Chinefe, and wounded two others, 
jn the man:arine’s boat along-fide. 

t is a maxim of the Chinefe law, 
that blood muft anfwer for blood : 
‘3A purfuance of which, they demand- 
ed the unfortunate gunner. To give 
wp the poor man, was to diglign 
him to certain death. Humanity 
pleaded powerfully againft the mea- 
fure. After sepeated conferences 
between the Englifh and the Chi- 
nefe, the latter declared themfelves 
fatisfied, and the affair was fuppofed 
to be entirely fettled. Notwithitand- 
ing this, on thé morning after the 

ait conference (the oon), the fu- 


percargo of the fhip was feized, 
while atrending his bufinefs; throwg 
into a fedan chair; hurried into the 

city.; and committed to prifon. 
Such an outrage on perfonal li- 
berty {pread a general alarm: and 
the Europeans unanimoufly agreed to 
fend for their beats, with armed 
men, from their fhipping, for the 
fecurity of themlelves and property, 
until the matter fhould be brought 
toa conclufion. “The boats accor- 
dingly came, and ours among the 
rumber ; ope of which was fired on, 
and a man wounded. All trade was 
ftopped, and the Chinefe men of war 
drawn up oppofite the faftories. “Che 
Europeans demanded the reftoratiog 
of mr. Smith, which the Chinefe 
refufed, uotil the gunner fhould: be 
given up. In the: inean time, t* 
troops of the province were coll:<t- 
ing in the neighbourhood of Canton 
—the Chinefe fervants -were ordered 
by the magiftrates to leave the facto- 
ries—the gates of the fuburbs were 
fhut—all intercourfe was at an end 
—the naval force was increafed— 
many troops were embarked in boats, 
ready for Jandjng—and every thing 
wore the appearance of war. 
To what extremities matters might 
have been carried, had not a nego- 
ciation taken place, no one can jay. 
The Chinefe afked a conference with 
all the nations, except the Englifh. 
A deputation (in which I was inclu- 
ded for America) met the fuen, who 
is the head magiftrate of Canton, 
with the principal officers of the 
rovinee, After fetting forth, by an 
interpreter, the power of the empe- 
ror, and his own determination to 
fupport the laws, he demanded that 
the gunner fhould be given up, with- 
in three days, declaring that he 
fhould have an impartial examinati- 
on before their tribunal, and if it 
appeared that the affair was acciden- 
tal, he fhould be releafed unhurt. In 
the mean time, he gave permiffion 
i ro go. 
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for the trade, (excepting that of the 
Englifh) to go on as ” a and dif. 
mifled us with a prefent of two pie- 
ces of filk to each, as a mark of his 
friendly difpofition, 

The other nations, one after an- 
other, fent away their boats, under 

rotection of a Chinefe flag, and 
purfued their bufinefs as before. The 
Englifh were obliged to fybmit— 
the gunner was given up—mr. Smit) 
was feleafed—and the Englifh, af- 
ter being obliged to afk pardon of 
the magiftracy of Canton, in pre- 
fence ot the other nations, had their 
commerce reftored. 

On this occafion, Iam happy that 
we were the laft who fent off our 
boat, and that without a Chinefe 
flag: nor did fhe go till the Englith 
themfelves thanked us for our con- 
currence with them, and advifed the 
fending her away. After peace was 
reftored, the chief and four Englifh 
gentlemen vifited the feveral nati- 
ons, (among whom we were inclu- 
ded), and thanked them for their 
affiftance during the troubles. The 
gunner: remained with the Chinefe, 
his fate undetermined. 

Notwithftanding the treatment we 
received from all parties was perfeét- 
ly civil and refpettful, yet ic was 
with peculiar fatisfaction that we ex- 
perienced, on every occafion, from 
our good allies, the French, the moft 
flattering and fubftantial prodfs of 
their friendfhip. ‘* If,” faid they, 
** we have, in any inftance, been 
** ferviceable to you, we are happy : 
“and we defire nothing: more ar- 
** dently than further opportunities 
** to convince you of our affection.” 

We left Canton, the 27th of De- 
cember, and, on our return, refrefh- 
ed at the cape of Good Hope, where 
we found a moft friendly reception : 
after remaining there five days, we 
failed for America, and arrived in 
this port the 11th init. 


_ Toevery lover of his country, as 
well as thofe more immediately con- 
cerned i? commerce, it muft be a plea- 
fing reflection, that a communicati- 
on is thus happily opened between 
us and the ealtern extreme of the 
globe : and it adds very fenfibly to 
the pleafure of this reflection, that 
the voyage has been performed in fo 
fhort a time, and with the lofs of 
only one man. To captain Green 
and his officers every commendation 
is due, for their unwearied and fuc- 
cefsful endeavours, in bringing it to 
this moft fortunate iffue, which fully 
juftifies the confidence repofed in 
them by the gentlemen concerned in 
the enterprize. 

Permit me, fir, to accompany this 
Jetter with the iwo pieces of filk, 
prefented to me hy the fuen of Can- 
ton, as a mark ef his good difpofiti- 
on towards the American nation. In 
that view, I confider myfelf as pecu- 
liarly honoured, in being charged 
with this teftimony of the friendfhip 
of the Chinefe for a people, who 
may in a few years profecute a com- 
merce with the fubjeéts of that em- 

ire, under advantages equal, if not 
Taieciay, to thofe enjoyed by any 
other nation whatever. 

I have the honour to he, &c. 


SAMUEL SHAW. 


The honourable the minift-r of the uni- 
ted flates for foreign affairs. 


Mr. Jay laid this letter, and the 
two pieces of filk mentioned in it, 
before congrefs. They were pleafed 
to return the filk to mr. Shaw, and 
ordered mr. Jay to inform him, 
** that they felt a peculiar fatisfac- 
** tion in the fuccefsful iffue of that 
** firtt effort of the citizens of Ame- 
** rica, to eftablith a direét trade 
** with China, which did fo much 
*< honour to its undertakers and con- 
** ductors,” 


Letter 
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Lester from the hon. Thomas Fefferfon, 
efquire, mirnifler plemipotenti ry at the 
court of Verfailles from the united 
Pratet, to the hon. Fohn Fay, efmire, 
mitifler of foreign affairs, at New 
York, dated May 27, 1786. 
S$ to the article of tobacco, 
which had become an impor- 
tant branch of remittance to almoft 
all the ftates, I had the honour of 
communicating to you my propofi- 
tion to the court, to abolifh the mo- 
nopoly of it in their farms; that the 
count de Vergennes was, I thought, 
thogoughly fenfible of the expedi- 
ency of the propofition, and difpo- 
fed to befriend it; that the renewal 
of the leafe of the farms had been 
fufpended fix months, and was ftill 
in fufpence ; but that fo powerful] 
were the farmers-general, &c. that 
I defpaired of preventing the renewal 
of the farm at that time. Things 
were in this flate, when the marquis 
de la Fayette returned from Berlin, 
On communicating to him what was 
on the carpet, he propofed to me a 


conference with fome perfons. well 
acquainted with the commercial fyf- 
tem of this country. We met. They 
propofed the endeavouring to have 
a committee appointed to enquire 
into the fubject. ‘The prope ition 


was made to the count de Vergennes, 
who befriended it, and had the mar- 
quis de.Ja Fayette named a member 
of the committee: he became, of 
_ ourfe, the active and truly zealous 
member for the liberty of commerce 
—others, .rough well difpofed, not 
choofing to oppofe the farm openly. 
This committee has‘ met from time 
to time. It fhewed an early and de- 
cifive conyidtion, that the meafures 
taken by the farm, to put the ptr- 
chafe of their tobacco into the fame 
monopoly on that fide of the water, 
as the fale of them was on this, 
tended to the annihilation of com- 
merce between the two countries. 
Various palliatives were propofed 
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from time to time. I confefs that I 
met them all with indifference, my 
objeét being a radical cure of the 
evil, by difcontinuing the farm, and 
not a mere affuagement of it, for the 
refent moment, which, rendering it 
more bearable, might leflen the ne- 
ceflity of removing it totally, and, 
perhaps, prevent that removal. 

In the mean time, the other branch- 
es of the farm rendered the renewal 
of the leafe neceffary, and it being 
too far advanced to have the article 
of tobacco feparated from it, and 
fufpended, it was figned in March, 
while 1 was in England, with a 
claufe, which is ufval, that the king 
may difcontinue it when he pleafes, 
on certain conditions. 

When I returned, I found here a 
mémorial from the merchants of 
Orient, complaining of their having 
fix thoufand hogfheads of tobacco on 
hand, and of the diftrefles they were 
under, from the lofs of this medium 
of remittance. I enclofed it to the 
coum de Vergennes, and afked his 
interference. I faw him on the 23d 
inft. and fpoke to him on the fubject. 
He told me there was to be a com- 
mittee held the next day at Berni, 
the feat of the comptroller-general, 
agd that he would attend himfelf to 
have fomething done. I afked him if 
I was to confider the expunging that 
article from the farm, as defperate ? 
He faid that the difficulty of chang- 


‘ing fo ancient an inftitution was im- 


menfe ; that the king draws from it 
a revenue of twenty nine millions of 
livres; that an interruption of this 
revenue, at leaft, (if not a diminuti- 
on), would attend a change ; that 
their finances were not in a conditi- 
on to bear even an interruption, &¢. 
Incidents enough will arife to k 
this objet in our view, and to di 
the attention to it, as the only point 
on which the harmony of the two 
countries (fo far as this article of 
their commerce may influence), will 
ultimately 
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ultimately find repofe. The com- 
mittee met the next day. 

The only queftion agitated, was 
how beft to relieve the trade under 
its double monopoly. The commit- 
tee found themfelves fupported by 
the prefence and fentiments of the 
count de Vergennes. They there- 
fore refolved, that the contraét with 
mr. Morris, if executed on his part, 
ought not to be annulled here; but 
that no fimilar one fhould ever be 
made hereafter ; that, fo long as it 


' continued, the farmers-general fhould 


be obliged to purchafe from twelve 
to fifteen thoufand hogfheads of to- 
bacco a year, over and above what 
they fhould’ receive from mr. Mor. 
ris, fronvfuch merchants as fhould 


bring it in French or American vef- - 


fels, on the fame conditions contraét- 
ed with mr. Morris; providing, how- 
ever, that where the cargo fhall not 
be afforted, the prices fhall be thirty 
eight, thirty fix, and thirty four li- 
vres, for the firft, fecond, and third 
qualities of which foever the cargo 
may confift. In cafe of difpute about 
the qualigy, fpecimens are to be fent 
to the counci], who will appoint per- 
fons to examine and decide on it. 
This is, indeed, the leaft bad of all 
the palliations which have been pro- 
pofed: but it contains the feeds of 
perpetual trouble. 
tis very eafy to forefee that the 
farmers will multiply difficulties and 
vexations on thofe who fhall propofe 
to fell to them by force ; and that 
thefe will be making perpetual com- 
laints ; fo that both parties will be 
ept on the fret—If, without fa- 
tiguing the friendly difpofitions of 
the miniftry, this thould give them 
jutt fo much trouble as may induce 
them to look to the demolition of 
the monopoly as a defirable point of 
reft, it may produce a permanent as 
well as temporary good. This deter- 
mination of the committee needs the 
kiny’s order to be carried into effect. 


I have been in hourly expefation of 
receiving official information that it 
is ultimately confirmed by him, but 
as yet it is not come, and the 

will fet out to-day. Should it arrive 
in time, I will enclofe it. Should it 
not arrive, as 1 do not apprehend 
any danger of its being rejected, or 
even altered materially (fering thag 
M. de Vergennes approved it, and 
M. de Calonne acquiefced) I have 
fuppofed you would wifh to be ap- 
prifed of its fubftance, for a commu. 
nication of which I am indebted 
the M. dela Fayette. Though yea 
cannot publifh it formally, tll 

know it is confirmed by the king, 
yet an unauthoritative kind of notice 
may be given to the merchants, to 
put them on their guard; otherwife 
the merchants here, having the firft 
knowledge of it, may, by their a- 
gents, purchafe up all the tobaccoes 


they have on hand at a low price,: 


and thus engrofs to themfelves all 
the benefit. 

In a late letter, I mentioned that 
the rice of Carolina, compared with 
that of the Mediterranean, was bet- 
ter and dearer, This was my own 
obfervation, having examined both 
in the fhops here, where they are re- 
tailed. Further enquiries give me 
reafon to believe, that the rice of 
Carolina, on its arrival, is fouler and 


cheaper; and that it is obliged to be - 


eleaned here before it is faleable ; 
that this advances the price, but at 
the fame time the quality alfo, be- 
yond that of the Mediterranean. Whe- 
ther the trouble of this operation 
difcourages the merchant, or the ad- 
ditional price the confumer—or whe- 
ther the merchants of Carolina have 
not yet learned the way to this mar- 
ket—I cannot tell. I find, in fac, 
that but a finall proportion of the 
rice confumed here, is from the Ame- 
rican market : but the confumptioa 
of this article here is immeate. If 
the makers of American rice weuld 

endeavour 
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endeavout to adapt their preparation 
of it to the tafte of this country, fo 
as to give it over the Mediterranean 
tice the advantage of which it feems 
per it would very much in- 
creafe the quantity for which they 
may find fale. As far as 1 have been 
able to find, it is received here on a 
favourable footing. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 


“0+ @=>-«- 


Letter from monf. de Calonne, comptrol- 
Ler-general of the finances of France, 
to mr. Lfedens minifter plenipoten- 
tiary of the united flates of America. 
Fontainebleau, Ofober 22, 1786. 


SIR, 


S it is the intention of the king 

to favour the commerce of 

the united ftates, as much as poflible, 

I have the honour to communicate 

to you the meafures that have been 
taken on this fubject. 

By a letter of the ninth of Janua- 
ry, 1784, to the marquis de Ja Fay- 
ette, I informed him that inftead of 
two free ports, promifed by the trea- 
ty with the united ftates, the king 
had determined to grant them four. 
I gave him hopes, at the fame time, 
that I would direct my attention to 
the cuftom-hovfes, and to the differ- 
ent duties, which are prejudicial to 
commerce, obferving, however, that 
this object demanded long inveitiga- 
tions, which are not yet completed. 
By another letter, I informed him, 
that his majefty had fuppreffed the 
duties upon the exportation of bran- 
dy ; and that I expeéted this fup- 
prefiion would be ufeful to the Ame- 
rican commerce. I promifed, in the 
fame letter, that the duties of the ad- 
miralty, payable by an American 
veffel, on her arrival in a French 
port, fhould be diminifhed, and re- 
duced to a fingle duty, regulated ac- 
cording to the number of matts, and 
not by the uncertain eftimation of 


‘ 


meafurement. This reduétion te 
quires a perfeét knowledge of ail 
the duties paid in our ports : and as 
they are of different kinds, the flate- 
ments which I have ordered to be 
made, are not yet ready. 

You know, fir, that the king has 
appuinted a committee for the partis 
cular purpofe of examining our com- 
mercial connexions with the united 
ftates, and that the marquis de la 
Fayette has prefented a propofal con- 
formable to the priaciples contained 
in your letter to the count de Ver- 
gennes : but you will confider how 
imprudent it would be to expofe {by 
changing the prefent fyitem), a re- 
venue of twenty-eight millions, up- 
On an article which is not of the 
firit neceility. After long debates, 
upon the means of encouraging the 
importation of American tobacco, it 
has been refolved not to break the 
contraét with mr. Morris, but that 
after the expiration of this contract, 
a fimilar one fhall not be made ; and 
that in the mean while, the farmers- 
general fhould be obliged to pur- 
chafe, annually, about nftgen thou- 
fand hogtheads of American tobac- 
co, imporied from the united ftates, 
in French or American veflels, at the 
fame price, and on the fame condi- 
tions, which have been ftipulated by 
the contract with mr. Morris. 

You will remember, fir, that be- 
fore a regulation could be made in 
favour of the importation of whale 
oil, the marquis de la Fayette had 
made a particular arrangement with 
mr. Saugrain for the fale of this ar- 
ticle, to the amount Of $00,000 li- 
vres, and that I had given him 
a paffport, in order to render this 
firft importation free from ail duties 
whatfoever. ‘This fame mr. Sau- 
grain afterwards made an agreement 
with fome merchants of Boiton, to 
the yearly amount of 400,000 livres, 
to laft during fix years, for which his 
majelty has granted the fame favours 

which 
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which are enjoyed by the hanfe 
towns. 4 

This matter having been exami- 
ned more extenfively, the adminiftra- 
tion, to whom was communicated 
their and your with for abolifhing 
all duties upon oil, have found that 
at prefent they could noi confent on 
account of the engagements made 
with other powers. All that could 
be done, was to grant, during ten 
years,.to the whale oil, {permaceti, 
&c. imported from the united ftates, 
im French or American vefiels, the 
fame favours, the fame diminution 
of duties, which have been aliowed 
to the hanfe towns. 

His majefty hopes that the com- 
mercial connexions between the 


united ftates and France, will become . 


fo confiderable, as to engage him to 
continue the effeét of this determina- 
tion ; and as it has been obferved by 
the committee, that a great duty of 
fabrication had been hitherto paid 
upon the moft favoured whale oil, 
and even upon the national one— 
his majefty confents to abolifh the 


duty of fabrication with 6 ae to 
i 


the whale oil and {permaceti diredtly 
imported from the united ftates, in 
French or American bottoms, fo that 
this oil and fpermaceti fhall not pay, 
during ten years, any other duty but 
feven tn ten fols, and the augmen- 
tation of ten fols per livre, which laf 
daty is to ceafe in 17g0. 

It has alfo been determined that 
particular information be taken con- 
cerning the confamption of Caroli- 
na rice in France, and that means be 
devifed to encourage the importation 
of that article. 

Reprefentations having been made 
eoncerning the confiderable duties 
laid upon pot-afh, and pearl-afh, al- 
fo upon beaver tkins, and hair and 
raw leather, his majeity has fuppref- 
fed all duties whatfoever upon thofe 
articles, if imported from the united 
fates in French or American veflels. 

Vol. I, No. TI. 


The king is likewife anxious to give 
proper encouragement to every arti- 
cle of American fur. © 

His majefty has moreover confent- 
ed to abolifh all duties upon matts, 
yards, knees for thipbuilding, red 
cedar, green oak, and timber of alk 
kinds, imported from the united 
ftates, in French or American veffels. 

The committee having reprefented 
that a duty was paid in France of 
five per cent. upon all veffels buite 
in foreign countries, and that this 
duty was prejudicial to the fale of 
American thips, his majefty has ex- 
empted from all duties the purchafe 
of fhips built in the united ftates of 
America. 

Great duties having been former- 
ly laid upon all fhrubs, trees, and 
feed imported into France, his ma- 
jetty has abolithed thofe duties, when 
the above articles fhall be imported in 
French or American veflels, from 
the united ftates, 

The king having been informed 
that the ftate of Virginia had order- 
ed the arms for her militia to be 
made in France, his majefty has de- 
clared, that the prohibitions whic! 
have hitherto prevented the exporta- 
tion of arms and gunpowder, as well 
as the duties laid upon thofe articles, 
when exported by permiffion, fhall 
be abolithed ; and that, whenever the 
united ftates thall think it expedient 
to export froin France, arms, guns, 
and gunpowder, they fhall find no 
impediment in the laws of the coun- 
try, provided thofe articles beexport- 
ed in French or American veilels, 
A very fmall duty is only to be paid 
in order to facilitate the calculation 
of exports. 

Laitly : his majefty has received 
with the {ame favour, the applicati- 
on made to the committee for the 
fupprefiion of the heavy duties a€tu- 
ally paid upon books and paper of 
all kinds : 

The king abolifhes all thefe duties, 
D when 
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when the above articles fhall be ex- 
ported to the united ftates in French 
or American veffels. she 
It is with great pleafure, fir, that 
T inform you of the difpofition of 
his majefty. It is anew teftimony 
of his t defire to eftablifh the 
moft intimate commercial connexion 
between the two nations, and of the 
favourable attention he will —_ $ 
pay to any propofal made by 
united ftates uF America. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
DE CALONNE, 


P. S. Your nation, fir, will pro- 
bably receive, with pleafure, the in- 
formation of the facilities granted to 
the exportation of the winesof Bour- 
a Guyenne, and jae ro 
the — of the duties gran 


by different arrets of council, of 


which the marquis de la Fayette will 
give you notice. 
- DOS--«0-- 
Letter from the hon. P. Van. Berckel, 
minifler Ym. 8g from the 
et 


united berlands, to the united 


fates of Amevica, addreffed to fecre- - 


tary Fagel.* 

High, noble, and awful lord, 

OON after my arrival in Ame- 

rica, I had the honour of ac- 
quainting their high mightinefles 
with a “auggling trade from here to 
the Wett-Indies, and which was prin- 
cipally carried on at Surmam, 

This is fo far from diminithing in 
any wife that the Americans continue 
ftrongly in it even here, infomuch 
that -< fo meafures are not taken in 
good earneft for the prevention of 

fe diforders, it feems not an eafy 
thing to fet bounds to this enterpri- 
fing chara¢ter of the American mer- 
chants. But the cafe is quite other- 


NOT &. 


* From the Amfterdam courant, 
of Auguft 22, 1786, 


wife in the French spd Bagi it 
lands, where they watch, inthe ftri@. 


eft manner, again the {muggli 
trade. And, Pike manner, gens 
Dutch poffeffions, a double zeal mutt 
be promoted. 

A few days ago, aveffel arrived 
here from Surinam, which brings 
information, ne Frage 
veflels lay there y to t 
firft rtunity for different ports 
of ftates ; and fo far are t 
from trying to conceal it, that it is 
publithed in moft of the news-pa 
with the — of the names of the 
veflels, and even of the captains, 

Smuggling goes om in the fame 
manner at i cape bat Good Hope, 
whither perfons are bafil ippin 
veffels ; = nene of tho ase tm | 
fear to avow, that they will eves 
pufh on their navigation further— 
though this is apprehended to be pre- 
judicial; for the cafh bejng drawn 
away from them by thefe enterprizes, 
there is the uttermoft fcarcity of mo- 
ney ; fothat it fufficiently a that 
the a which is taken, in almoft 
all the ftates, is to make paper mo- 
ney ; although it were to be withed 
this refource was not taken in hand; 
fince it is the common opinion, that 
the utmoft confufion will be the con- 
fequence of this ill-advifed meafure, 
whereby many plans will vanith into 
fmoke, and the ruin of many be 
precipitated. 

Wherewith, &c, 
P. VAN BERCKEL, 
New York, June 6, 1786. 
“0+ a@® ~o~ 
Account of feveral remarkable Springe 


in Penn{ylvania and Virginia, 


ing an extra& of a letter from the hon,’ 


Benjamin Lincoln, fq to mr. Pree 
fident Willard. 


ON my return to Philadelphia, 
p - the my ogame Pir - 
ng, I came to the greateft {pring 
water I hadever feen, It is about 

fourteen 
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fourteen fect deep, and one hundred 
feet fquare. A full milJ-ftream iffues 
from it. The water is clear, and full 
of fithes. To account for this body 
of water, was my enquiry. I foon 
found, that it was probably the ri- 
fing and burfting forth of a very 
confiderable river, which funk into 
the ground, and totally difappeared, 
one mile and a half, or two miles, 
diftant from this place. 

In the northern parts of Pennfyl- 
wania, there is a creek, called Oil 
Creek, which empties itfelf into the 
Alleghany-river, iffuing from a 
fpring, on the top of which floats 
an oil, fimilar to what is called Bar- 
badoes tar, and from which may be 
eolleéted, by one man, feveral gal- 
jons in a day. The troops, in march- 
ing that way, halzed at the fpring, 
colleéted the oil, and bathed their 
joints with it, This gave them great 
relief from the rheumatic complaints 
with which they were affected. They 
drank Bam of Pom waters ; they 
operated as a gentle purge. 

There is soother fpriag, in the 
weftern of Virginia, as extra- 
ordinary in its kind as the one juft 
mentioned, called the Burning fpring, 
te ether fi long time maa 

unters. ‘1 requently encam 
by it, for the fake of obtaining good 
a wo whe = — a 
one t, and, after making a fire, 
me bees to light dinate the 
fpring. On their coming to it, fome 
fos dong from the brand, and, in 
an inftant, the water was in a flame, 
and fo continued, over which they 
could roaft their meat as foon as by 
the greateft fire. It was left in this 
fituation, and continued burning for 
three months without intermiffion. 
The fire was extinguifhed by excln- 
ding the air from it or {mothering it. 
‘The water taken from it into a veifel, 
will not burn. This fhews that the fire 
is occafioned Y nothing more than a 
vapour that from the water, 


There are two {prings high up on 
the Potowmack, one of which has 
about the fame degree of heat as 
blood runaing from the veins. It is 
much frequented by people who have 
Joft their health. ‘The waters are 
drank with freedom, and alfo ferve 
as a hot-bath, by which much good 
has been experienced. The other 
fpring, iffuing from the fame moun- 
tain, a little further up, is as remark. 
able for its coldnefs as the former for 
its heat, and differs from commoa 
{prings ia as many degrees, 

Thefe accounts I have had from 
the beft authority. General Wath- 
ington, from whom I had my in- 
formation, as well as from others, 
owns the land around the bumi 
fpring, which he bought for the 
fake of it. 

‘The accounts’of the other fprings 
I received from a gentleman of un- 
doubted veracity, and of great obe 
fervation, who lately vifited them. 
He commanded the troops who ex- 

rienced the benefit of the Oil 

pring. He mentioned to meanother 
fpring in the fouth-wefterly part of 
Virginia, which he had not feen, 
but of which he had received a parti- 
cular account from gentlemen of cha- 
rater. It is called the Sweet Spr > 
from the fweetnefs of the waters, 
which have been found efficacious ia 
many diforders, and have given re» 
lief when every other attempt has 
proved ineffectual. 

To thefe I may add the great 
number of falt fprings in America, 
efpecially on the Ohio, and the ri- 
vers which empty into it. There ia 
one fpring on the Mifliffippi, from 
whieh falt is made fufficient to fupe 
ply the whole Illinois country with 
that article, 
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An account of Weft-river mountain, 
and the appearance of there having 
been a wolcana in it. Ina letter from 
Daniel Fones, ef7. of Hindfdale, to 
the rev. Fofeph Willard, prefident 
of the univerfity at Cambridge, V. 
Pref. A. A. 

Hindfdale, November 2, 1783. 
SIR, 


eee your's of the 18th Au- 
guft laft, and obferved the con- 
tents; and as I am not only willing, 
but defirous of doing all in my pow- 
er to aid the literati in their purfuic 
of knowledge, immediately on re- 
ceipt of your letter, (although I have 
often been upon Welt-river moun- 
tain) I repaired there again with the 
heft guides, and thorougily explored 
the fame. ' ' 
The ‘mountain is fituate about 
twelve miles north of Maffachuletts 
line, on ‘the eaft fide of, and adjoin- 
ing Conneéticut-river, in the county 
of Chefhire, and ftate of New-Hamp- 
fhire, and oppofite the mouth of Weit- 
river, from which its name arifes, 
The mountain, in all its parts, con- 
tains about three thoufand acres of 
land, and is very uneven. The fouth 
and weit afcents very fteep: The 
north and eaft not fo tteep, Sas very 


ragged. 

the fouth fide of the mountain, 
about eighty rods from the fummit, 
there has been an eruption, perhaps 
not within the prefent, or laft century, 
‘The peafants, in the neighbourhood 
of ios mountain, difcovered this 
place, and became poffefied with the 
adea of gold duft being in the moun- 
tain, and that it melted down into 
a folid body, by the extreme heat of 
the mountain, at the time the erup- 
tion happened; in confequence of 
which, they went to work in fearch 
of the fuppofed treafure ; and after 
fruitlefs fearches, formed larger con- 
nexions, entered into covenant with 


phe proprictors of the land, and with 


one another, to make fearch for all 
kinds of mine and mineral. ‘1 
have dug down about feventy or 
eighty feet ; and in fome places where 
the rocks permit, twenty fect wide; 
but they are now impeded by the 
rocks, and the water that comes from 
thé mountain above the hole. The 
external parts of the hole are en- 
tirely rock, and in many places much 
burnt and foftened. ‘There are fmall 
holes in various places of the rock, 
where they dig hike the arch of an 
oven, and the rock feems to be dif- 
folved by heat; the cinders and 
melted drofs adhere to it, and hang 
down in drops like fmail icicles, 
fomething refembling in colour, the 
cinders of a furnace, or black glafs, 
and it is fo faftened to the rock, that 
it appears as if it was originally part 
of the fame. Se ahs 
They dig out of the hole near the 
furface, various ftrata of. earth, or 
mineral ; and in digging a drain, to 
Jet out the water, they find a great 
plenty of the fame kind of earth; 
and as it lies in the ground, the dif- 
ferent complexions are ‘very curious 
to obferve : there is a very fine, foft 
yellow oker, which, burnt, makes 
a good Spanish brown ; there is an- 
ther ftratum, refembling levigated 
antimony, the particles very foft: ani- 
other of a faint yellow, fine, foft, and 
very greafy, which quality is not loft 
by lying on the furtace of the earth, 
for a long time expofed to the fun 
and air; there is another that refem- 
bles a peach bloffom in colour, but 
the texture more like the oker : and 
thefe various minerals, or earths, are 
not intermixed. At the mouth of 
the hole, there was blown out melted 
drofs, which ftuck to the rocks ; and 
in the hole were found various pie 
ces of ftone, which appeared to be 
diffolved by-fire, and the fides of the 
rock blackened by fire; fo that this 
hole muft have been filled up fince the 
eruption took place, : 
The 
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The 1 nt me, a in the 
morning uently obferve u 
on che cath het ree, Ane duets 
out, fomething very white, and by 
touching it with their tongue fup- 
pofe it to be falt-petre. 

In my Jate fearch, I went to the 
top of the mountain, directly above 
the place where the before-mentioned 
eruption happened, to fee if there 
was a crater. The peak is {mall, and 
there are about twenty rods of ground 
on the. fummit (which is rather hol- 
low) where water ftands in wet fea- 
fons, (as is common in mountainous 
countries); but no segular crates. 
The hollow is oblong, and, had there 
been a great volcano, would have 
probably been fo to the top of the 


mountain (unlefs the heat had been © 


fo intenfe'as to have diffolved a pro- 
digious ridge of folid rock, about 
fifty feet to the weft of the hole), 
which forms one fide of a large din- 
gle, from the top to the bottom of 
the mountain, four or five hundred 
feet perpendicular ; where immenfe 
quantities of rock have fallen down, 
occafioned, probably, by explofions 
in the mountain, or earthquakes. 
That there have been various explo- 
fions in the mountain, is beyond a 
doubt, and in various places, which 
have occafioned great quantities of 
rock and ftone to fall from the moun- 
tain: but I am inclined to think 
thefe explofions are not fo frequent as 
formerly, even fifty years ago; for 
I am told by ancient people of vera- 
city, who formerly dwelt at fort 
Dummer (oppofite the mountain) that 
there were frequent explofions, and 
fire and {moke emitted. 

The laft explofion that I recollect, 
happened about five or fix years ago ; 
the noife refembled that of an earth- 
quake, and the earth trembled confi- 
derably where I was, about four or 
five miles from the mountain. My herd 
of cattle were greatly terrified there- 
by, and ran together through fear, 


- That there has been fomething 
more than a fudden explofion, every 
one that views it, mutt be convinc- 
ed: but that there has ever been a 
confiderable volcano, fo as to caufe 
the earth above to fall in, or fettle, 
no one, I prefume, will pretend. 
l am, fir, &c. - 
DANIEL JONES. 


“> SS So 
Curious fubterranean difcovery. 


At months ago, a very extra- 
ardinary cavern was difcovered 
at a place called by the Indians 
Sepafcoot, on the eftate of the mifs 
Rutfens, in Duchefs county, ftate of 
New York. A lad pafiing, by chance, 
near its entrance, which lies between 
two huge rocks, on the declivity of 
a fteep hill, on prying into the gloo- 
my recefs, faw the top of a ladder, 
by which he defcended about ten feet, 
and found himfelf ina {ubterraneous 
apartment, more capacious than he 
then chofe to inveftigate. He found, 
however, that it had been the abode 
of perfons, who, probably during 
the war, not daring to be feen openly, 
had taken fhelter there, as bits of 
cloth, and pieces of leather, were 
{cattered about on the floor. He then 
left the place, and little more was 
thought about it, until fome weeks 
ago, when the writer of this account 
made one of a large party, who went 
from the feat of a gentleman in the 
neighbourhood, on purpofe to exa- 
mine it. 

We found the entrance much fmal- 
ler than we had expeéted, and 
with fome difficulty gained the lad- 
der, by means of which the remain- 
ing defcent was eafy. Two young 
Jadies were with us, who had he- 
roifm enough to defcend into it. 
We had fix candles with us to 
fcrutinize the recefies of the apart- 
ment, where perhaps light, for up- 
wards of five thoufand years before, 
had never gleamed. We found the 
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cave divided by a narrow paflage in- 
to two divifions; the firft being about 
feventeen feet in length, and fo.low, 
that a child of eight years old could 
but jut walk upright in it; the 
breadth about eight or ten feet. The 
fecond between twelve and fourteen 
feet in length, but much higher and 
broader than the firft. In this laft 
room we found that three bats had 
taken up their winter quarters, and 
heng fufpended from the roof, as it 
were, by the very tips of their wings 
But what makes this cave peculi- 
arly worthy of notice, is the petri- 
fying quality of the water, which, 
by a gentle oozing, drops from eve- 
ry part of the ceiling, the whole of 
which exaétly refembies a mill-gut- 
terin a frofty morning, with a thou- 
fand icicles depending. Thefe con- 
cretions are formed by the water, 
and probably are conftantly incréa- 
fing. ‘They have almoft every ap- 
arance of icicles, and may be bro- 
sam off by the hand, if not more than 
two inches in circumference. They 
appear of a confiftence much like in- 
durated lime, almoft tranfparent, and 
are all perforated quite through the 
whole length, with a hole of the 
fize of that in a tobacco pipe, through 
which aperture the water unremit- 
tedly drops, although very flowly. 
When a perfon is in the remoteft 
room, and the lights are moved into 
the firft, thofe pendent drops of wa- 
ter make an appearance more fplen- 
did than can well be imagined. Some 
of thofe ftony icicles have at length 
reached the bottom of the cave, and 
pow form pillars, fome of more than 
two feet in girth, of the appearance 
of marble, and almoft as hard. They 
put one in mind of Solomon’s Ja- 
chin and Boaz—imagination very 
eafily giving them pedeftals and cha- 
piters, and even wreathen work, 
But what we moft admired, was 
the fkeleton of a large fnake, turned 
iato folid ftone by the petrifying qua- 


lity of the water before mentioned, 
It was with fome difficulty torn up 
with an axe from the rock it lay up- 
on (fome of which adheres to it) and 
is now in the pofelion of the relater, 

We found the inmoft recefs of this 


cavern very wari, and felt the want 


of free air, by difficult refpiration, - 


although the candies burnt perfeély 
clear. 

After an abode of near half an 
hour in this gloomy receptacle, we 
again revifited the world, and found 
eke laughing fields, and the vivify- 
ing fun, tenfold more charming from 
the contraft we had experienced. 

+0: SBS] -or 

Thoughts on American genius. 
HE idea has become prevalent, 
among the naturalifts and lite- 
rati in Europe, who have written on 
American fabjects, that almoft every 
fpecies of animal and vegetable lite 
has degenerated by being tranfported 
acrofs the Atlantic to this country, 


‘The learned Jefferfon, in his excel- | 


Jent ‘* notes on Virginia,” has refu- 
ted this hypothefis, with the urbanity 
of agentleman, and the accuracy of a 
fcholar, fupported by the found rea- 
foning of a philofopher. His obfer- 
vations, particularly on the writings 
of the abbe Raynal, and the count 
de Buffon, relative to America, de- 
ferve republication. The time is come 
to explode the European creed, that 
we are infantine in our acquifitions, 
and favage in our manners, becaufe 
we are 1 ated of a new world, 
lately occupied by a race of favages. 
Itcannot, I prefume, be ungrate- 
ful or unprofitable to our country- 
men, - take a yo wd the illuftri- 
ous onages, who have fignalized 
denhien, , wt the evelaton, in 
the feveral departments of policy, 
legiflation, and war. Though their 
deeds are well known, on both fides 
of the ocean, their achievements will 
probably be better celebrated, ba 
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their names dearer to pofterity, than 
to their cotemporaries. The little 
fpecks which may be vifible on their 
charaéters, when viewed too near, 
with too much familiarity, or through 
the mifts of jealoufy, will difi r, 
when they thall be feen through the 


\ medium of years, placed at a diftance 


down the long vifta of time. A wni- 
ter, however, merits well of his coun- 
try, who attempts: to give them, 
while they are yet living, theit due 
fhare of celebrity. On this occafion, 
it would be injuftice not to recom- 
mend to the public, in the ftrongeft 
terms of approbation, the hiftory of 
the revolution in the fouthern ftates, 
written by dr. Ramfay, of South Ca- 
rolina. The judgment and perfpicui- 

with which the futts appear to be 
eleéted, do credit to the ability and 
eandour, as the elegant manner in 
which they are narrated, does to the 
tafte of the aathor. A hiftory of the 
war, in the eaftern and middle ftates, 
is a defideratum earneftly longed for 


, by every genuine patriot. It was 


once fondly hoped and expected, that 
neral Wafhington would favour 
the world at leaft with commentaries 
on his compaigns—as he was known 
to poflefs ample materials, by having 
preferved more than forty volumes in 
folio, —- with coptes of public 
papers. We are informed, and an- 
nounce itwith regret, that his avoca- 
tions, and other circumftances, have 
put a period to this expectation. It 
is devoutly to be wifhed that fome 
man of genius would affume the tafk. 
The more immediate obje& of 
this eflay was to remind my country- 
men of their capacity for great under- 
takings, and of the rapid, though, 
to carelefs obfervers, impercepti 
progrefs, that is made in culti “ting 
the fine arts. Genius is the growt 
of every country. ‘There is no doubt 
but America may boaft an equal pro- 
portion with the old weak. It is 
true, patronage and rewards, which 


ftimulate to the higher degrees of ex- 
cellence, are different,- and indeed 
much greater in older countries than 
inourown. For example—the Ame- 
ricans appear to be poflefied of peca- 
liarly itrong talents for painting. 
The encouragement, which thefe ta- 
lents have met with in Europe, ferves 
to demontirate the preceding pofiti- 
ons. 

All the world has heard that mrs, 
Weft, of Philadelphia, is efteemed 
one of the firft hittorical painters of 
the age, Copies of many of his 
ee fuch as the death of 

olf, the return of Regulus, <&c- 
are frequent in this country. At 
Buckingham-horfe, one of the Bri- 
tith King’s palaces, where are k 
‘the. famous Cartoons of Raphael, 
and the works of other pare somes 
mafters, there is 4 room decorated 
with fix original paintings, the fub- 
jeéts taken trom fix different nations, 
and executed in a fuperior manner 
by mr. Weft ; who is actually occu- 
pied in completing a fet of facred 
or for the king’s chapel at 

indfor. He will receive ten or 
twelve thoufand guineas for thefe 
alone. 

Mr. Copley, of Bofton, in the 
fame walk of genius, is not fpokew 
of as fecond to any of the profeflion. 
The death of lord Chatham, the ca- 
taftrophe of Beook Watfon, in lofing 
his leg by a thark, and the death of 
major Pierfon, are confidered by con~ 
noiffeurs in the firft clafs of eminence. 
He is at prefent engaged, by the city 
of London, to paint the deftruction 
of the floating batteries at Gibraltar 
-—This tablet is to be depofited in 
their Guildhall. 

Mr. John Trombull, of Connee- 
ticut, fon to the late worthy gover- 
nor of that name, though junior ia 
age and practice, has exhibited the 
happieft difpofitions, and acquired 
applaufe perhaps unequalled at his 
years. He is employed on a {cries of 

hiftorical 
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hiftorical defigns, in which all the 
principal events of the American 
war are to be reprefented. The moft 
favourable opinion is formed of the 
ftyle of execution, from the fpeci- 
men he has already given in the bat- 
tle of Bunker’s-hill, and the death 
of general Montgomery. He is now 
with mr. Jefferfon, in Paris, where 
thefe two pieces are to be engraved. 
There are, befides, three American 
painters in England, whofe pencils 
are thought to rival the moft emi- 
nent artifts, in other branches. Mr. 
Taylor, of Philadelphia, in land- 
fcape ; mr. Stewart, of Rhode If 
land, and mr. Brown, of Botton, in 
rtrait painting. Nor is empt 
oe gar reward of thele- Ie 
bours. The pecuniary emoluments 
they receive, are very great. 

‘The age of ultimate refinement in 
America, is yet to arrive. Candour 
obliges us to confefs that thofe cha- 
raéters could not have attained the 
wealth and fame which now lie in 
profpect before them, had they been 
confined to their native country. 
Whenever mankind have obtained a 

rty which yields ax annual in- 
som ene than fufficient for the or- 
dinary purpofes of life, they are ge- 
nerally difpofed to.expend the redun- 
dancy in one amufement or another. 
Happy is it when thefe amufements 
contribute rather to ennoble, than de- 
rade the human mind. Some pains 
ought, therefore, to be taken, to lead 
the tafte of a nation to fubftitute, in- 
ftead of the vulgar enjoyments, of 
cock-fighting, gambling, and tavern- 
haunting, pleatures of a more refined 
and innocent nature. An accurate 
infpeétion into the employments and 
morals of the people, will juftify the 
affertion, that much lefs idlenefs, 
gaming, diffipation, drunkennefs, and 
tavern-haunting are now to be found, 


than exifted before the war. The 


rogrefs of population, and the in. 
rin of ie will hereafter, un- 
doubtedly, prove a fource and incen- 
tive to improvement in mufic, archi- 
tefture, gardening, * fculpture, and 
other elegant arts. 

Under many difadvantages, and 
notwithftanding fome ungracious in- 
finuations to the contrary, poetry is 
at prefent cultivated with no incon- 
fiderable degree of fuccefs. Several 
late American productions, when 
publifthed in Europe, have been re. 
ceived with merited eclat. Poets, like 
prophets,” are not without honour, 
except in their-own country, and 
among their own kindred. An ap- 
peal to the bar of critical tafte, to de- 
cide whether the writings of the po- 
ets, now living in Conneéticut, are 
not equal to any which the prefent 
age can produce in the Englifh lan- 
guage, may not, perhaps, be deemed 
to favour of partiality or indifcretion, 

The poem of mr. Baglow, enti- 
tled, the vifion of Columbus, now in 
the prefs, from the fketches and plan 
of its execution, which have been 
feen, gives the reader of difcernment 
an exaited idea of American genius 
and refinement. The fubject, com- 
prehening the difcovery, defcription, 

ettlement, wars, prefent ftate, and 
future profpects of America, is high- 
ly interefting to the citizens of this 
country. After celebrating the he- 
roes, patriots, philofophers, painters, 
and other confpicuous characters, the 
author has beftowed the tribute of 
praife on the poets of his own age, 
in fuch a manner as to evince, that 
no remains of the rivalfhip and jea- 
loufy, which embittered the bards of 
former times againit each other, ex- 
ift, in this new world, among the 
tuneful throng. In proof of this 
liberality, the following lines are ex- 
tracted from the poem in queftion : 


To equal fame afcends the tuneful throng, 
The boaft of genius, and the pride of fong: 
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Thoughts on flavery. 
Warm’d with the fcenes, that grace their various clime, 


‘Their lays thall triumph 
With keen-ey’d 


o’er the lapfe 
, thro’ natute’s walks to pierce, 


of time. 


With all the pow'rs and ev’ry charm of verfe, 


Bach fcience op’ning in his a 
mf “pr his 
the train. His fkilful hand 


His fancy glowi 
See Tec 


Hurls the keen darts of fatire 


mind, 
refin’d, 


the land. 


Pride, knav’ry, dulnefs, feel his mortal ftings : ; 
And lift'ning virtue triumphs while he fings. 
Proud Albion’s fons, victorious now no more, 
’ In guilt retiring from the watted thore, 
Strive their curtt cruelties to hide in vain : 
_ ‘The world fhall learn them from his deathlefs ftraing 
On glory’s wing to raife the ravifh’d foul, 
Beyond the bounds of earth’s benighted pole, 
For daring Dwight the epic mufe fublime 


Hails her new empire 


on the weftern clime; 


Fir'd with the themes by feers feraphic fung, 
Heav’n in his eye, and rapture on his tongue, 

His voice divine revives the promis’d land, 

The heav’n-taught leader, and the chofen band. ~ 
In Hanniel’s fate proud faction finds her doom, 
Ai’s midnight flames light nations to their tomb : 
In vitions bright, fupernal joys are giv’n, | 

And all the dread futurities of heav’n, 


While freedom’s caufe his 
In lore of nations fkill’d, an 


—- bofom warms, 


brave in arms, 


See Humphreys glorious from the field retire, 
' Sheathe t glad fword, and ftring the founding lyre ; 
which 


‘That lyre, 


erft in hours of dark defpair, 
Rous’d the fad realms to urge th’ anfinith’d w 
O’er fallen friends with all the ftren 


war; 
of woe, 


His heartfelt fights in moving numbers flow ; 

His country’s wrongs, her duties, dangers, praife, 
Fire his full fowl, and animate his lays : 

Immortal WASHINGTON with joy thall own 
So fond a favourite, and fo great a 
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* He that ftealeth a man, and felleth 
** him, or if he be found in his 
“* hand, he fhall farely be put to 
** death.” Exodus. 


Mr. Printer, 


| Should efteem myfelf obliged if 

you publith the following extract 

from the letters of Heétor St. John, 

I believe the circumftance which is 

related, to be true. It is impoflible 
Vol, I, No. HI. 


for a benevolent mind to read of the 
torture to which this poor unh 

Negro was expofed, widhoat the ue 
moft horror. It is faid that his crime 
was that of killing the overfeer of 
the plantation. He might have kil- 
led the overfeer in his own defence ; 
or he might have been provoked to 
it by injuries of the molt galling and 
affiGtive nature (which we know to 
be too often inflifted by tyrants on 
E theis 
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their flaves) ; injuries, through 
which patience itfelf might have been 


irritated, and which the uncorrected 
paffions of an African could not in 
any manner brook. We are told that 
oppreffion will make even a wife man 
mad.» But if we were to allow that 
the negro killed the overfeer unjuftly, 
ftill we muft confefs that the punifh- 
ment, to wich he was expofed, was 
inhuman, and far exceeded the crime. 
If he had been guilty of a deliberate 
murder, it fhould have been remem- 
bered, however, when he was put to 
death, that he was a man. There is 
fomething diabolical in torture; it 
begins to be exploded by civilized 
nations. 

It will be faid that executions like 
this are neceflary to ftrike terror in- 
to flaves. In anfwer to which I will 
obferve, that if fuch execrtions are 
neceflary, where flavery is practifed, 
it is a forcible argument for the abo- 
lition of it. In a cafe like this, it 
would be improper, perhaps, to con- 
ceive that the murder of the overfeer 
is to be entirely imputed to the ne- 

ro. Thofe who originally bought 
im, or thofe who detained him in 
flavery, are partly accountable for 
his life, and that of the overfeer. In 
fhort, this cuftom of enflaving and 
Ss over our fellow-creatures, 
ifgraces us not only as chriftians, but 
as men, and lovers of liberty ; and 
makes us, as a nation, condemn our- 
felves by our own declarations. It is 
afferted in the declaration of inde- 
ce, ** We hold thefe truths to 

** be felf-evident, that all men are 
“* created equal ; that they are en- 
** dowed by their Creator with cer- 
“ tain unalienable rights ; that among 
** thefe are life, liberty, and the pur- 
«* fuit of happinefs.” If, - ae al 
we perfevere in this wicked practice 
of tyrannifing over others, when we 
have done fo much to refcue ourfelves 
from the hand of oppreffion, will not 
the world call us liars and hypocrites ? 


Dreadful inflance of punifoment. 


-all around, when I 


Was it for this, cur oppreffors will 
then that half the world was 

itated. with. an eight years war? 

as it for this that a hundred thov- 
fand men were killed ? Should not 
thofe among us, 1 would afk, who 
encourage and are concerned in this 
horrid injuftice, be avoided as thieves 
and as murderers? Can we, if we 
continue it, expect the protection of 
heaven ? Or is it not rather to be 
<> if mankind will pertinaci- 
oufly adhere to this Se te and 
inhuman cuftom, in defiance of the 
admonitions of reafon and revelati- 
on, that God, to ufe the emphatical 
language of the prophet, will ‘* come 
** and {mite the earth with a curfe?” 
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Extraf from** letters Srom an Ames 
rican farmer,” by J. Hedor St, 
John, a farmer in Pennfylvania. 


** J Was not long fince invited to 
dine with a planter, who lived 
three miles from———. To avoid the 
heat of the fun, I refolved to go on 
foot, theltered in a path, leading thro’ 
a pleafant wood. I was ieifurely tra- 
velling along, attentively examining 
fome peculiar plants which I had 
colleéted, when all at once I felt the 
air ftrongly agitated, though the day 
was perte¢tly calm and fultry. I im- 
mediately caft my eyes towards the 
clear ground, from which I was but 
a {mall diftance, in order to fee whe- 
ther it was not occafioned by a fud- 
den fhower; when at that inftant, 
a found, refembling a deep rough 
voice, uttered, as 1 thought, a few 
inarticulate monofyllables. Alarmed 
and furprifed, I precipitately looked 
rceived at abeut 
fix rods diftance, fomething refem- 
bling a cage, fufpended to the limb 
of a tree ; all the branches of which 
appeared covered with large birds of 
prey, fluttering about, a anxioully 
endeavouring to perch on the cage. 
Adwated by an iavoluntary — 
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efmy hands; more than by any de- 
fign of my mind, I fired at them ; 
they all flew to a thort diftance, with | 
a gr dagen. om om : when, horrid 
to think, and painful to repeat, I per- 
ceived a negro falpanded ins 4 ant 
and jeft to expire ! I fhudder when I 


, recolleét that the birds had already 


picked out his eyes; his cheek bones 
were bare ; his arms had been attack- 
ed in feveral places, and his body 
feemed cov with a multitudé of 
wounds. From the edges of the hol- 
low fockets, and from the lacerations 
with which he was disfigured, the 
blood flowly dropt, and tinged the 
ground beneath. 

No fooner were the birds flown, 
than {warms of infeéts covered the 
whole body of this unfortunate wretch 

to feed on his mangled ficth, 


". to drink his blood. I found my- 


felf fuddenly arrefted by the power 
of affright and terror; my nerves 
were convulfed ; I trembled; I ftood 
motionlefs, involuntarily contempla- 
ting the fate of this negro, in all its 
difmal latitude. 

The living {peétre, though depri- 
ved of his eyes, could diftinétly hear; 
and in his uncouth dialect begged me 
to give him fome water to allay his 
thirft. Humanity herfelf would have 
recoiled back with horror ; fhe would 
have balanced whether to leffen fuch 
relieflefs diftrefs, or mercifully with 
one blow to end this dreadful fcene 
of agonizing torture! Had I a ball 
in my gun, I certainly fhould have 
difpa him; but finding myfelf 
unable to perform fo kind an office, 
I fought, though trembling, to re- 
lieve him as well as I could. A fhell 
ready fixed to a pole, which had been 
ufed by fome negroes, prefented itfelf 
to me ; I filled it. with water, and 
with trembling hands, I guided it to 
the quivering lips of the wretched 
fufferer. —— by the irreftible pow- 
er of thirft, he endeavoured to meet 
it, as he inftinctively gueffed its ap- 
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proach, by the noife it made in paf- 
fing through the bars of the cage. 
** ‘Tanki, you white man, tanki you, 
tm fome pee and givi me.” 

ow long have you been hanging 
there ? I atked him. “Two days, 
and me no die ; the birds, the birds, 
aah me !”” Oppreffed with reflections 
which this fhocking fpeétacle afford- 
ed me—I muftered ftrength enough 
to pafs away, and foon reached A 


houfe, at which I intended to dine. ° 


There I heard that the reafon for 
this flave being thus punifhed, was 
on account of his having killed the 
overfeer of the plantation. They 
told me, that the law of felf-prefer- 
vation rendered fuch executions ne- 
ceflary, and fupported the doétrine 
of flavery with the arguments gene- 
rally made ufe of to juitify the prac- 
tice; with the repetition of which 
I fhall not trouble you at prefent. 
+o 2a] ; 
Method of bunting the buffalo on the 
river Mififfippi. 

HE hunters range themfelves in 

four lines, which form a great 
fquare, and begin by {fetting fire to 
the grafs and kerbs, which are dry 
and very high : then, as the fire gets 
forward, they advance, clofing their 
lines. ‘The buffaloes, which are ex- 
tremely afraid of fire, keep flying 
from it, and at Jaft find themfelves 
fo crowded together, that they are 
generally every one killed, They fay 
that a party feldom returns from 
hunting without killing fifteeu hun- 
dred or two thoufand, But left the 
different parties fhould hinder each 
other, they all agree, before they fet 
out, about the places where they in- 
tend to hunt, There are fome penal- 
ties appointed againft thofe who 
tranfgre(s this rule, as well as againft 
thofe, who, quitting their pofts, give 
way to the beafts to efcape. *thefe 
penalties confift in giving a right to 
every perfon to ftrip thofe who are 
guilty, 
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guily, to take away even their arms, 
which is the greateft affront that can 
be given to 4 favage, and to pull 
— their cabins. chiefs are 
to this » as well as o- 
hee and if eoens to endeavour 
to exempt themfelves from this law, 
it would raife a civil war among 
them, which would notend very foon. 
The bull, of buffalo, of Canada, 
is very large. His horns are low, 
black, and fhort. He has a great 
beard of hair under his muzzle, and 
a “ tuft of hair upon his head, 
which falls down upon his eyes, and 
gives him a hideous look. He hasa 
great bump upon his back, which be- 
gins at his hips, and goes, increafing, 
up to his fhoulders. This bump 1s 
covered with hair, fomewhat reddith, 
and very long. ‘The roft of the body 
is covered with black wool, which is 
much valued. They fay that the kin 
of a buffalo has eight pounds of wool 
en it. This animal has a large cheft, 
the hind parts fmall, the tail very 
fhort, and its neck fcarcely vifible : 
but his head is bigger than that of 
the European bull. He runs away 
generally at the —_ of any perfon : 
and one dog is fufficient to make a 
whole herd take to afull gallop. The 
buffalo has a good fmell : and to ap- 
gg him near énough to fhoot 
im, without being perceived, you 
muft go with the wind. When he 
is wounded, he is furious, and tutns 
upon the hunters. His flefh is good : 
but they feldom eat any but that of 
the cows, becaufe the others are too 
tough. As for his fkin, there is none 
better. It is eafily dreffed : and though 
very ftrong, becomes fupple, like the 
beft chamois. ‘The favages make 
thields of it, which are very light, 
and which a mufket ball will not ea. 

fily pierce. 
they find about Hudfan’s-bay an- 
other bull, whofe fkin and wool are 
the fame with thofe I have already 
defcribed, ‘This is what M, Jeremy 


fays of it : ** Fifteen from - 

Danes-river, is the river of feals, fo 

called, becaufe there are many in thie 

Between thefe two rivers, there 
is a kind of bulls, called avufk-bulls, 
becaufe they have fo ftrong a fmell 
of mufk, that, at fome certain times, 
there is no fuch thing as eating their 
flefh. Thefe animals have very fine 
wool, and it is longer than that of 
the Barbary fheep. It makes finer 
ftockings than filk. ‘Thefe bulls, 
though fmaller than in France, have 
horns much thicker and longer : their 
roots join on the crown of the head, 
and by the fide of the eyes, 
almoft as low as the throat ; after. 

wards, the end rifes up, and fornis a 

kind of crefcent. There are fome fo 

large, which I have feen, that, being 
feparated from the fkall, they weigh- 
ed, both together, fixty pounds. Their 
legs are very fhort, fo that the wool 
drags upon the ground, asthey walk ; 
which makes them fo deformed, that 
it is difficult, at a little diftance, to 
know which way the head ftands, 

There are not many of thefe animals, 

fo that the favages might deftroy 

them, if they kept clofe to the hunt- 

ing of them. Befides, as their legs 

are very fhort, when there is much 

fnow, they kill them with lances, as 

they are not able to make any fpeed.”* 
-0 - Seea0- 

Speech of mifs Polly Baker, before a 
court of judicature, in Conneticut, 
wherein foe was profecuted the fifth 
time for having bafard children. 

M* it pleafe the honourable 

Mir! bench to indulge me in a few 
words, I am a unhappy woman, 
who have no eaky to fee la ers to 
plead for me, being hard put to it to 

tatolerable living. I hall not troue 
our honours with long fpeeches; 

nor have I the prefumption to expect, 
that you may, by any means, be pre- 
vailed on to deviate in your fentence 

from the law, in my favour. All I 

humbly 
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hope is, thas your honours 
would charitably move the gover- 
nor’s goodnefs in my behale 
my fine may be remitted. This is the 
fifth time, gentlemen, that I have 
been dragged before your court on 
the fame account ; twice I have paid 
heavy fines, and twice have been 
brought to public punifhment, for 
want of money to pay thefe fines. 
This may have been agreeable to the 
laws, and I don’t difpute it: but fince 
laws are fometimes unreafonable in 
themfelves, and therefore repealed— 
and others bear too hard on the fub- 
jet in particular inftances, and there- 
fore there is left a power fomewhere 
to difpenfe with the execution of 
them—I take the liberty to fay, that 
I think this law, by which I am pu- 
nifhed, is both unreafonable in itfelf, 
and particularly fevere with regard 
to me, who have always lived an in- 
offenfive life in the neighbourhood 
where I was born, and defy my ene- 
mies (if I have any) to fay Lever 
} wronged man, woman, or child. 
Abitraéted from the law, I cannot 
conceive (may it pleafe your honours) 
what the nature of my offence is. I 
have brought five fine children into 
the world, at the rifque of my life. 
I have maintained them well by my 
own induftry, without burdening the 
townfhip, and would have done it 
better, if ic had not been for the hea- 
vy charges and fines I have paid. 
Can it be a crime (in the nature of 
things, I mean) to add to the number 
of the king's fubje¢ts, in a new coun- 
try that really wants people ? I own 
it, I fhould think it a praifeworthy, 
rather than a punifhable action. [have 
debauched no other woman’s hufband, 
norenticed any youth; thefe things 
I never was charged with, nor has 
any one the leaft caufe of complaint 
inft me, unlefs, perhaps, the mi- 
nifter or juftice, becaufe I have had 
children without being married, by 
which they have mified a wedding 


that . 


= ames this be se of mine ? 
—la to yotir honours. You 
are pleafed to allow'l don’t want 
fenfe; but I muft be ftupified to the 
laft degree, not to prefer the honour- 
able ftate of wedlock, to the condi- 
tion I have lived in. I always was, 
and ftill am willing to enter into it ; 
and doubt not my behaving well in 
it, having all the induftry, frugality, 
fertility, and {kill in ecpnomy, ap- . 
pertaining to a good wife’s charac- 
ter. I defy any perfon to fay, I ever 
refufed an offer of that fort: on the 
contrary, I readily confented to the 
only propofal of marriage that ever 
was made me, which was whenI was 
a virgin ; but too eafily confiding in 
the perfon’s fincerity that made it, I 
unhappily loft my own honour, b 
trufting to his ; for he got me wi 
child, and then forfook me. Thaz 
very perfon you all know; he is 
now become a magiftrate of this coun- 
ty: and I had hopes he would have 
appeared this day on the bench, and 
endeavoured to moderate the court 
in my favour; then I fhould have 
fcorned to mention it ; but I muft 
now complain of it, as unjuft and 
unequal, that my betrayer and undo- 
er, the firft caufe of all my faults and 
mifcarriages, (if they muft be deem- 
ed fuch) fhould be advanced to ho- 
nour and power in that government, 
that punifhes my misfortunes with 
ftripes and infamy ! 

fhall be told, ’tis like, that were 
there no aét of affembly in this cafe, 
the precepts of religion are violated 
by my tranfgreffions. If mine is a 
religious offence, leave it to religi- 
ous punifhments. You have already 
excluded me from the comforts of 
your charch communion, Is not that 
fufficient ? You believe I have offen- 
ded heaven, and mutt fuffer eternal 
fire; will not that be fufficient ? 
What need is there, then, of your 
additional fines and whipping? I 
own, I do not think as you do ; for, 
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if I thought what you call a fin, 
was really fue, would not pre- 
famptuoufly commit ‘it. But, how 
can it be believed, that heaven is an- 
at my having children, when to 
fhe bittle done A me towards it, 
God has been pleafed to add his di- 
vine ‘kill and admirable workman- 
fhip in the formation of their bodies, 
and crowned it, by furnifhing them 
with rational and immortal fouls ? 
Forgive me, gentlemen, if I talk a 
little extravagantly on thefe matters ; 
Lam no divine ; but if you, gentle- 
men, muft be making laws, do not 
turn natural and ufeful actions into 
crimes, by your prohibitions. But 
, take into your wife confideration the 
great and growing number of ba- 
chelors in the country, many of 
whom, from the mean fear of the 
expences of a family, have never fin- 
cerely and honourably courted a wo- 
man in thetr lives; and by their man- 
nerof living, leave unproduced(which 
is little better than murder) hundreds 
of their pofterity to the thoufandth 


—— Is not this a greater of- 
nee againft the public good than 


mine ? Compel them, then, by law, 
either to marry, or to pay double the 
fine of fornication every year. What 
thall poor young women do, whom 
cuftom hath forbid to folicit the men, 
and who cannot force themfelves u 
on hufbands, when the laws take no 
eare to provide them any—and yet 
feverely punifh them, if they do their 
duty without them—the duty of the 
firit t command of nature, and 
of nature’s God—increafe and mul- 
tiply !—A duty from the fteady per- 
formance of which, nothing has been 
able to deter me ; but for its fake, I 
have hazarded the lofs of the public 
efteem, and have frequently endured 

blic difgrace : and therefore ought, 
in my humble opinion; inftead of a 
whipping, to have a ftatue erected to 
my memory. * 

NOT RB. 
* This judicious addrefs influen- 
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Manner of hiving of the inhabitants of V. irginia. 


Manner of es of the inhabitants of 
Virginia, 

i gentleman of fortune rifes 

about nine o'clock. He per- 
haps may make an exertion to walk 
as far as his ftables to fee hig horfes, 
which are feldom more than fifty 
yards from his houfe. He returns to 
breakfaft, between nine and ten, 
which is generally tea or coffee, bread 
and butter, and very thin flices of 
venifon ham or hung beef. He then 
lies down on a pallat, on the floor, 
in the cooleft room fn the houfe, in 
his fhirt and trowfers only, with a 
negro at his head, and another at his 
feet, to fan him, and keep off the 
flies. Between twelve and one, he 
takes a draught of bombo, or toddy, 
a liquor compofed of water, fugar, 
rum, and nutmeg, which is made 
weak, and kept cool. He dines be. 
tween two and three: and at every 
table, whatever elfe theré may be, 
a ham, and greens or cabbage, are 
always a ttanding difh. At dinner, 
he drinks eyder, toddy, punch, port, 
claret, or Madeira, which is gene- 
rally excellent here. Having Teck 
fome few glafles of wine after din- 
ner, he returns to his pallat, with his 
two blacks to fan him, and continues 
to drink toddy or fangaree all the 
afternoon. He does not always drink 
tea. Between nine and ten in the 
evening, he eats a light fupper of 
milk and fruit, or wine, fogar, and 
fruit, and almoft immediately retires 
to bed, for the night : in which, if 
it be not furnifhed with mufketoe 
curtains, he is generally fo molefted 


NOT €£. 


enced the court to difpence with her 
puniihment, and induced one of her 
judges to marry her the next day. 
She ever afterwards fupported an ir- 
reproachable chara¢ter, and had fif- 
teen children by her hufband. 
N. B. Another account fays hee 
name was Sarah Olitor. 
with 





Manner of living of the inhabitants of Virginia. 


with the heat, and harraffed and tor- 
mented with thofe pernicious infects, 
the mufketoes, that he receives very 
little refrefhment from fleep. 

This is the general way of living 
in his family, when he has no com- 
pany. No doubt, many differ from 
it—-fome in one refpeét, fome in an- 
other; but more follow it, than do 
not. 

The lower, and many of the mid- 
dling claffes, live very differently. A 
man in this line rifes in the morning 
aboat fix o’clock. He then drinks a 
julap, made ot rum, water, and fu- 
gar, bat very ftrong. Then he walks, 
or more generally rides, round his 
plantation, views all his ftock, and 
all his crop; and break faits about ten 
o'clock, on cold turkey, cold meat, 
fried homminy, toaft and cyder, ham, 
bread and butter, tea, coffee, or cho- 
colate, which laft, however, is fel- 
dom ufed but by the women. The 
reft of the day he {pends much in the 
manner above defcribed of a man of 
the firft rank ; only cvder fupplies 
the place of wine at dinner, and he 
eats no fupper ; they never even 
think of it. The women very feldom 
drink tea in the afternoon ; the men 
never. 

The poor negro flaves alone work 
hard, and fare {till harder. It is afto- 
nifhing and unaccountable to con- 
ceive what an amazing degree of fa- 
tigue thefe poor but happy wretches 
undergo, and can fupport. The ne- 

is called up about day-break, and 
1s feldom allowed time enough to 
{wallow three mouthfuls of hommi- 
ny, or hoe-cake, but ‘is driven out 
immediately to the field to hard la- 
bour, at which he continues, with- 
out interruption, until noon: and 
it is obferved, as a fingular circum- 
ftance, that they always carry out a 
piece of fire with them, and kindle 
one juft by their work, let the wea- 
ther be ever fo hot and fultry. About 
noon is the time he eats his dinner : 
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and he is feldom allowed an hour for 
that purpofe. His meal confifts of 
homminy and falt, and, if his maf- 
ter be a man of humanity, he has.a 
little fat, kimmed milk, rufty bacon, 
or fait herring, to relifh his homminy, 
or hoe-cake, which kind matters al- 
low their flaves twice a week : but 
the number of thofe, it is much to be 
lamented, is very {mall ; for the poor 
flave generally fares the worfe for 
his maiter’s riches, which, confifting " 
in land and negroes, their numbers 
increafe their hardthips, and dimi- 
nifh their value to the proprietor, 
the expence precluding an extenfion 
of indulgence and liberality. 

They then return to fevere labour, 
which continues in the field antil 
dufk in the evening, when they re- 
pair to the tobacco-houfes, where 
each has his tafk in {tripping allot- 
ted him, whichemploys him for fome 
hours. If it be found, next morning, 
that he has negletted, flighted, or 
not performed his labour, Fe is tied 
up, and receives a number of lafhes 
on his bare back, moft feverely in- 
flicted, at the difcretion of thofe an- 
feeling fons of barbaritv, the over- 
feers, who are permitted to exercife 
an unlimited dominion over them. 

It is late at night before he returns 
to his fecond fcanty meal, and even 
the time taken up at it, encroaches 
upon his hours of fleep. His time 
for repofe and eating never exceeds 
eight hours in the twenty-four. 

But inftead of retiring to reft, as 
it might naturally be conclided he 
would be glad to do, he generally 
fets out from home, and walks fix or 
feven miles in the night, be the wea- 
ther ever fo fultry, toa negro dance, 
in which he performs with aftonith- 
ing agility, and the moft vigorous 
exertions, keeping time and cadence, 
moft ‘exactly, with the mufic of a 
banjor, (a large hollow inftrument 
with three itrings), and a quaqua 
(fomewhat refembling a drum), un- 
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til he exhaufts himfelf, and fcarcely 
has time, or ftrength, to return home 
before the hour he is called forth to 
toil next morning. 

When he fleeps, his comforts are 
equally miferable and limited ; for 
he lies on a bench, or on the ground, 
with only an old fcanty fingle blan- 
ket, and not always even that, to 
ferve both for his bed and his cover- 
ing. Nor is his clothing lefs nig- 

tdly and wretched, being nothin 

t a fhirt and trowfers, made of 
coarfe, thin, hard, hempen ftuff, in 
the fummer, with the addition of a 
fordid woolen jacket, breeches, and 
thoes, in the winter, 

The female flaves fare, labour, and 


repofe, jut in the fame manner : ° 


even when they breed, which is ge- 
nerally every two or three years, 
they feldom lofe more than a week's 
work thereby, either in the delivery, 
or fuckling the child. 

In fubmrffion to injury and infults, 
they are likewife obliged to be-en- 
tirely paflive, nor dare any of them 
refift, or even defend himéelf againft 
the whites, if they fhould attack him 
without the fmalleft provocation ; 
for the law direéts a negro’s arm to 
be ftruck off, who raifes it againft a 
white perfon, fhould it be only in his 
own defence, againft the moft wanton 
and wicked barbarity and outrage. 

Yet notwithftanding this degra- 
ding fituation, and rigid feverity to 
which fate has fubjeéted this wretch- 
ed race, are certainly devoid of 
care, and actually appear jovial, con- 
tented, and happy. Fortunate it is 
indeed for them, that they are biefled 
with this eafy, fatisfied difpofition of 
mind ; elfe human nature, u 
— ~~ muft fink fi goa the 

ure of fuch complicated mi 
and wretchednefs. : td 
~~ &aa>-o- 

Indians indifferent about dyixg. 

N Indian meets death, when he 


approaches him in his hut, 


Indians indifferent about dying. 


with the fame refolution he has oftea 
faced him in the field. His indiffe. 
rence relative to this i artis 
cle, — is the fource of fo many 
os ons among almoft every 
other nation, is Ss admirable, 
When his fate is pronoanced by his 
phyfician, and it remains no longer 
uncertain, he haran thofe about 
him with the eck competion, 

If he is a chief and has a family, 
he makes akind of funeral oration, 
which he concludes by giving to his 
children fuch advice for the la- 
tion of their conduét, as he thinks 
neceflary. He then takes leave of 
his friends, and iflues out orders for 
the preparation of a feaft, which is de. 
figned to regale thofe of his tribe that 
come to pronounce his eculogium, 

After the breath is departed, the 
body is drefled in the fame attire it 
ufually wore whilft living ; his face 
is painted, and he is feated in an 

pofture, on a mat or fkin 
in the middle of the hut, with his 
weapons by his fide. His relations 
being feated round, each ha 
in turn the deceafed; and if he hag 
been 2 great warrior, recounts his he- 
roic actions, nearly to the following 
purport, which, in the Indian lan- 
guage, is extremely poetical and 
plea 8 : 

“ You ftill fit among us, brother, 
Your perfon retains its ufual refem. 
blance, and continues fimilar to ours, 
without any vwifible deficiency, ex- 
cept that it has loft the power of ac- 
tion. But whither is that breath 
flown, which a few hours ago fent 
7 fmoke to the Great Spirit ? 

hy are thofe lips filent, that jately 
delivered to us fo expreffive and plea- 
fing language? Why are thofe feet mo- 
tionlefs, that a fhort time ago were 
fieeter than the deer on yonder moun- 
tains ? Why ufclefs thofe arme 
that would climb che talleft tree, or 
draw the rougheft bow ? Alas! every 


beheld 
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beheld with admiration and wonder, 
is now become as inagimate as it was 
three,hundred winters ago. We wiil 
not, however, bemoan thee, as if thoa 
waft for ever lof to us, or that thy 
game would be baried in oblivion ; 
tiy fowl yet lives in the great coun- 
_tsy of fpirits, with thofe of thy na- 
tion that are gone before thee ; and 
though we are left behind, to per- 
petuate thy fame, we fhall one day 
join, thee, Aduated by the refpect 
we bore thee whilll living, we now 
come to tender to thee the latt aft of 
kindnefs it isin our power to beitow : 
that thy body might not lie negle&- 
ed on the plain, and become 4 prey 
to the beafts of the field, or the fowls 
of the air, we will take care to lay 
ic with on of thy Np oncosiogs who 
are fore thee; hoping, at the 
scan Seale that thy (pints aft feed 
with their fpirits, and be ready to 
receive ours, when we alfo (hall ar- 
rive at the great covatry of fouls.” 
In thort {peeches, fomewhar fi- 
milar.to this, does every chief fpeak 
the praifes of his departed friend. 
When they haye fo done, if they 
happen to be at a great diftance from 
the. place of interment appropriated 
to theit trihe, and the perfoo dies 
curing the winter feafon, they wrap 
the body in fkins, and lay tt on a 
high ftage built for this purpofe, or 
on the branches ofa large tree, ull 
the {pring arrives. They then carty 
it, together with all thofe belongin 
to the fame nation, to the gener 
burtal- » where it is imterred 
with fome ceremonies that. 1 could 
not difcover. 
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+ Portrait of dr. Frankl. Py the mar- 
guts Chafbellax. 
HE illuttrious and amiable cha- 
rafter of doctor Franklin, is 
far beyond my praife. ‘Fo have 
kaown him—to have been a frequent 
witnefs to. the diflinguithed atts of 
Vol. 1. No. LL, 


Portrait of dr. Branklin,x—Portrait of general Wa/bington 
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his great mind—to have been in a 
fituation to Kearo and to admire his 


¢ views and benevolent 
mouves—to have heard the a 


found politics, drop frocn his, lips 
with all the unafitcted fimplicity of 
the molt indillerent converfation— 
to have heard him deviate from the 
depths of reafon, and adapt. inttrue« 
tive difeourfe to the capacity and . 
temper of the young and gay-—to 
have enjoyed, in thort, the varied 
luxuries of his delighttul fociety, is 
a fubject of triamph and coafolation, 
of which nothing can deprive me. 
He, too, as well.as the envious and 
interetted enemies of his tranfeen~ 
dent merit, muft drop from effthe 
fcene : but his name, dre peremmint, 
is inferibed: in indelible charaéters 
on the immortal roll of philefophy 
and freedom—for the ardentia vprba 
of one of the moi honeft advocates 
of freedom of the prefent age, the 
late ferjeant Glyn, on a great occas 
tion, (the attion againftlord Halifax 
for the falie imprifonment of mra 
*Wilkes), may, with peculiar. juttice,. 
he applied vo this great man—Few, 
men in whole revolving ages can be 
found, who dare oppefe themfeives 
to the force of tyranny, and whole 
fingle bréafis contain the f{pirit of 
nauions. 
o> a o- 


Portrait of general Wajbingtan, Ry the 
jam. 


6 ww marquis having arrived at 
general Wathington’s head quare 
ters, was introduced tothe Amencaa 
Cincinnatas, of whom he fpeaks in 
the follawing clegant and animated 
language : 

oid. 0's Here would be the 
proper place to give the portrait of 
general Wathington ; bet what cas 
my teftimony add to the idea already 
formed of him? ‘The continent 
of NorteAmerica, from Bofllon to 


t Chariciton, 
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#18 Defence of Femimab Wilkinfor. 


Charlefton, is a great volume, every 
pase of which prefents his eulogium. 
know, that having had the oppor- 
tunity of a near infpection, and of 
clofely. obferving him, fome more 
articular details may be expeéted 
rom me; but the ftrongeft character- 
iftic of this refpetable man, is the 
perfe& union which reigns between 
the phyfical and moral qualities which 
compofe the individual : one alone 
will enable you to judge of all the 
reft. If you ate prefeated with me- 
dals of Czfar, of ‘Trajan, or Alex- 
ander, on examining their features, 
you will ftill be led to afk what was 
their ftature, and the form of their 
rfons: but if you difcover, ina 
foes of ruins, the head or the limb 
of an antique Apollo, be not curious 
about the other parts, but reft affured 
that they all were conformable to 
thofe of a god. 

- Let not this comparifon be attri- 
buted to enthufiafm! It is not my 
intention to exaggerate ; 1 wifh on- 
ly to exprefs the impreffion genc- 
sal Wafhington has left on my mind 
-—the idea of a perfeét whole, which 
cannot be the produét of enthufiafm, 
which rather would rejeét it, fince 
the effet of proportion. is to dimi- 
nith the idea of greatnefs. 

Brave without temerity—laborious 
without ambition—generous without 
prodigality—noble without pride— 
virtuous without feverity—he feems 
always to have confined himfelf with- 
in .thofe limits, where the virtues, 
by clothing themfelves in more live- 
re but more changeable and doubt- 

ul colours, may be miftaken for 
faults. This is the feventh year that 
he has commanded the army, and that 
he has obeyed the congrefs. More 
need not be faid, efpecially in Ame- 
rica, where they know how to appre- 
cjate all the merit contained in this 
fimple fact. Let it be repeated that 

Conde was intrepid, Turenne pru- 
dent, Eugene adroit, and Catinet 





difinterefted. It is not thus that 
Wathington:will be charatterized. it 
will be faid of him, at the end of a 
long civil war, he had nothing with 
which he could reproach himielf. If 
any thing can be more marvelloas 
than fuch a charaéter, it is the unari- 


mity of the public fuffrages in his fa. , 


vour. Soldier, magiftrate, people, all 
love and admire him ; all fpeak of him 
in terms of tendernefs'and veneration, 
Does there then exift a virtue capable 
of reftraining the injutticeof abi tev ; 
or, are glory and happinefs too te- 
cently eftablifhed in America} for en- 
vy to have deigned to pafs the feas? 
In fpeaking of this perfect whole, 
of which general ‘Wafhington fur. 
nifhes the idea, I have not excluded 
exterior form. His ftature is noble 
and lofty ; he 7 well made and ex- 

aétly proportioned ; his phyfiognom 
mild Gal abedeabia, but fuch a md 
ders it impoiible to fpeak particular. 
ly of any of his features, fo that in 
quitting him, you have only the re- 
colleétion of a fine face. He has 
neither a grave nora familiar air : 
his brow is fometimes marked with 
thought, but never with inquietude. 
Infpiring refpeét, he infpires confi- 
dence, and his {mile is always the 
finile of benevolence. ; 

“SS BSO-0-~ 
To the printer. 
HY fecond number was handed 
to me, in which I found an 
anonymous publication, on which I 
defire to make a few fimple remarks, 
wichout any intention of offending 
the author or authors. 

The piece alluded to is introdu- 
ced, ** The religious impofture, 


** which is intended to be expofed in’! 


* this eflay, is too ridiculous in it- 
** felf, to merit a moment’s attenti- 
** on,” Now I, for my part, who have 
read over the piece, or eflay, as they 
call it, cannot fee any religious im- 

ure: for they have, I think, ad- 
- duced 
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duced no but hearfay, for all 
they meationed. And I perceive they 
endeavour to throw a veil over their 
fentiments, by a glofs of wrong con- 
fttruétions, which they have contrived 
to graft upon it, “* That all advice 
againft every evil is fuperfluous.” 
This is a wrong conclufion, as 
will appear from the context : ‘for it 
is apparently clear that God had 
raifed up Gamaliel in the council to 
in ce in the apoftles’ behalf, as 
before Nicodemus had done in 
Chrift’s, making them inftruments 
to preferve them from the rage of 
their enemies. And to me it is clear, 
that Gamaliel was influenced by the 
holy fpirit, in giving fuch good coun- 
fel, as advifing to take heed in what 
they did to thofe men; and this 
fhews clearly how cautious we fhould 
be in ftriving to fupprefs what we 
think out of the way, except we 


have an exprefs warrant for fo doing 
from heaven. 

Now, have thefe writers fhewn 
that they are fo qualified ? no : from 
what can be perceived in their wri- 
tings, the reverfe appears ; for Ga- 


maliel’s advice was fo wife and ra- 
tional that it prevailed on the rulers 
to defilt from their former intentions 
of putting the apoftles to death : but 
thefe writers, notwithitanding all the 
flanderous language propagated a- 
gainft thofe people (who are abfent, 
as well as thofe who are prefent) 
who do imitate the apoltles fo far, 
that they redouble their care and di- 
ligence (as I am informed) in preach- 
ing the gofpel of Jefus Chrift cru- 
cihed at Jerufalem; warning and 
exhorting every one to lay hold of 
the terms of the gofpel, as declared 
| inthe fcriptures of truth, and that 
“« Chrift is the way, the truth, and 
“the life, and that none can come 
** to the Father but by him.” 
Thus they fay they religioufly 
profefs the fame identical Chrift, 
who was horn of the virgin, laid in 
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the manger at Bethlehem, preached 
and wrought miracles, pa thro” 
various ftates in Judea for thi 
three years, was mocked, fcourged, 
and crucified between two thieves—~ 
as to his manhood—was buried, rofe 
again the third day, and afcended 
into heaven, from whence he hall 
come to judge both the quick and 
the dead. oils 
Thus they abide by their profeffi- 
on, and tho’ they are foctuelly derided 
and condemned, yet they are unwea- 
ried in the way they apprehend theig 
duty calls them, in the work of theis 
God, by admonifhing people ** to 
** ceafe from doing evil, to learn to 
‘do well, in oiler to efcape the 
‘** wrath to come.” 
- Now thefe writers. in order to 
throw an odium on thefe defpifed 
people, introduce along hearfay of 
various fentiments refpecting one Je- 
mimah Wilkinfon, of Rhode-IMand, 
and thofe above alluded to; yet have 
advanced no fubftantial proofs. But, 
is hearfay fufficient to ground a 
charge of herefy upon ? I fay, no; 
for to me it is clear, that the truths 
of the chriftian religion, as are be- 
fore mentioned, can no more be bat- 
tered or deftroyed by lying invec- 
tives, nor can the sro fellors, if 
grounded on the fure foundation, 
** Chrift in us the hope of glory,” 
be any ways fruftrated. However, 
that the writers may thew their zeal 
for calumny, they quote ten verfes 
in the 11th chapter of the Revela- 
tions, to fhew, as they fay, the cha- 
ra¢ter of two of her attendants. Now, 
would it not have been more honour- 
able and kind, if either of thefe wri- 
ters had firft applied for information 
to the two women friends now in 
this city, one of whom, they fay, is 
one of the witneffes, in order to be 
fully fatisfied, which might have fa- 
ved them much trouble as well as 
cenfure, in endeavouring to impofe 


on the public a ftate of facts void of 
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true or folid foundation. “As to, Sa- 
rah Richards (one of. the Wwitnefles, 
as thefe writers fay), I have never 
deen her ;. but as to the other, James 
Parker, I have been in converfation 
with him, and he does not affent to 
fuch untruths. 


p. The writers’ next paragraph is in- 


troduced, but not with that meek- 


nefs, charity,, and delicacy that be- 


er thofe who would with to be 
i 


led chriftian preachers... ‘They ra-. 


ther with an air of vanity take upon 
to delineate thus, ‘‘ the extra- 
ordinary perfonages above defcribed, 
according to this fanatici{m, are, a 
certain James Parker and Sarah Rich- 
ards.” » Now, is isnot fuch {neering 
altogether unbecoming, thus to pub- 
hh, :and as their own, what they 
have impart taken from hearfay, and 
from a pamphlet seve ht to this 
city by one of the i writers) 
which had been publithed in 1783 
I think), at Providence, by one 
bner Brownwell, entitled, * enthu- 
fiaitical errors tran{pired and detect- 
éd,”’ who had formerly been a fol- 
lower of the univerfal. friend (fo cal- 
led), but took an offence, as thofe 
writers here have done, not confider- 
ing the advice of our lord, *‘ as ye 
** would that men fhould do to you, 
“do ye alfo unto them;” which, 
had attention been given to his ad- 
vice, might have prevented thefe 
writers introducing them as {pectres, 
faying, ** To fuch of the curious as 
have never feen thofé fingu/ar people, 
nor perhaps ever will fee them, it 
may afford fome fatisfattion to de- 
{cribe their perfons, The univerfal 
friend, as fhe is ttiled, appears to be 
about thirty years of dge ;” but after 
defcribing -her drefs, they reprefent 
fuch a ftpange account of her conduct 
and behaviour, with fo many contra- 
dictions, that it is difficult for the rea- 
der to know what idea to form.of her 
«—as many abfurdities or falfehoods 
could be pointed out, but they fcarce- 


‘have related ref; 
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ly merit attention, As to her atefy, 
I grant it was fingular ; afd perliaps 
I Aer Troch Tole others in that re. 
{pect ; as 1 looked on the particular 
drefs fhe wore to be ptovidential, a 
being like a call oc ‘proclamation to 
the people at large, to ** come, fee, 
and hear;” but as tor her attendants, 
as called fo with a {nver) the feinales 
outiide robe excepted). with the men 
triefids,¢may fafly abd With propri- 
ety challenge the tlriftett of friends, or 
guakers, tor decéncy and plainnefs, 
This fhort relation, to which mitch 
more could be added with great trith, 
of what paffed during her ftay the 
firlt time, being about thrée weeks, 
will carry an evidence that the wn. 
ters have not been upright inall they 
ing the univerfal 
friend (fo called}, and therefore we 
may doubt their fincerity, as they in 
general prodice but hearfay ; for that 
reafon, as well as othérs*that might 
be adduced, it would Have well be- 
come them to have been-cautious in 
what they advanced. ‘They fhould 
have taken Gamaliel’s advice, ** Let 
** them alone, for if this counfel be 
** of men, it will come to nought :” 
thereby intimating that every inven- 
tion or device of man, in things 
pertaining to God and religion, will 
in his own time, be blalted and de- 
ftroyed, as was the fruitlefs fig-tree, 
notwithftanding its then fp endid ap- 


* pearance; but he adds, ** If this 


** work be of God, it cam never be 
** overcome, but the attempt will be 
** a fighting againft God,” 

As it is probable thefe publicati- 
ons may come. to the hands of per- 
fons who may have heard little about 
thofe abufed peor it is thought 
Rroper_to give a fhort account of 
their firft coming here, with a few 
jut and neceflary obfervations, 


An the fall of the year 1782, it 
was rumoured that a fingular female 
preacher. with two other women, 
and four men, as companions, were 

arrived 
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arrived in this city, in order, as it 
was faid, to publith and declare the 


glad tidings of falvation, and that 


e day of the Lord was near to be 
revealed. But as the women’s dref- 
fes were fingular or uncommon, it 
was with difficulty they could pro- 
cre entertainment ; yet at laft it was 
obtained, at a widow’s in Elfrith’s 
alley, whofe heart and houfe were 
open to their reception. Next mor- 
ning, two friends, who had been at 
one.of their meetings, gave fuch a 
report of the awfulnefs of the folem- 
nity, with the innocent yet majettic 
appearance of the woman preacher, 
that they were ftruck with wonder 
and amazement by her preaching 
and praying, which were wholly in 
the pai of friends or quakers. 
Thus her. behaviour, conduét, and 
appearance foon fourfded abroad ; 
and on the fucceeding evening an 
unruly company affembling, it was 
thought prudent to keep the doors 
and windows fhut, there being ap- 
prehenfien of .perfonal infults from 
the liberties taken by boys, &c. A 
dreadful fcene of outrage enfued ; 
ftones, brick-bats, &c. were thrown 
againit the doors and fhutters of the 
houfe ; which was contrary to the 
laws of hofpitality. However, in a 
day or two afterwards, leave was 

ranted them to hold a meeting at 
the methodifts’ church, where a large 
concourfe of people ‘attended, when 
the female preacher, after haVing fat 
fome time in filence, arofe, and with 
an agreeable {weetnefs and elegance, 
with propriety addreffed the audito- 
ty, aboye one hour, and that in fuch 
an awful and powerful manner, de- 
claring the truths of the gofpel of 
Jefus Chrift, that numbers were con- 
viéted and bowed down under the 
power of her miniitry ; and fighs and 
tears were thed in abundance, many 
confeffing that fuch preaching and 
praying (for fhe concluded with pray- 


, @t) they had never been acquainted 


_ very, fhe pretends fhe 


with, ‘&c. And it is jultly fo Be'rio- 
ted, that as filetice was obferved be- 
fore preaching, fo ic was heforepray= 
er: and when finifhed, the fat in 

lence for fome time, thereby’ evinc- 
ing, fhe looked for direction wholly 
to God, in ofder for the help of her 
{pirit, being the one thing needful. 

The writers proceed to defcribe 
Sarah Richards, one of the witnefles 
before alluded to, but as T have not 
feen her,.I can juft. mention that I 
am informed fhe is a valuable and 
amiald¢ woman : but the writers fay, 
** the is rerbarkable for an infirmity 
of body, being fubject to a particu* 
lar kind Of fits, in which’ fhe appears 
for fome time dead ; upon her reco= 

bias converfed 
with the dedd: divers relations of 
this kind have been taken down in 
writing: ‘the angel Raphael is her 
guardian angel.” — : 

1 am farprifed to fee fuch men as 
thofe writers, who would take upon 
themfelves: to’ be mefféngers from 
God, thus toabufe our great mafter 
in charging him with afli@ing this 
poor woman with a Loni Pe 
obligés het to play the hypocrite, ‘6r 
to mans ih oy eile fo Fr as to be 
deluded, ‘and believe fhe converfes 
with the dead, and has the angel Ra- 
phael for her guardian. Who “is 'td 

lame for all this ? Surely none’but 
the Author, (as fhe is only the inftru® 
ment), Whois that ? Why, accor- 
ding to thefe writers, no other but 
the Maker and Former of her nature, 
who has’ thus fubjeéted her to fuch 
particular kind of fits, which they 

call idle reveries. 
. .New, how furprifing, again, are 
the writers of this relation, becaufe, 
if fome people conjecture right, one 
or both of them are fo involved in 
fuch reveries, as tomake their chief 
fludy thé writings of an adept* in the 
fcience of rant, rapturous fanaticifm ; 
one, 

NO TE. 
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one, if we can believe his admirers, 
who was fo impregnated with flux 
and reflux, as not to wait for the.ap- 
pearance of e.g or any other an- 

el, becaufe, when called, the whole 
fot (if faith can give way to believe 
fuch reveries) were conftrained to 
come, converfe, and difcover all fe. 
crets that he thought fit to have com- 
municated unto him. Thus this wri- 
ter entertains thefe credulous ad- 
mirers. 

The curtain being again drawn 
up, james Parker, the other witnefs, 
is brought into view ; the writers de- 
feribe him as ‘** an artful, conceited 
and illiterate man ; ” and add, ** that 
as the countenance of a man is fome- 
tunes a tell-tale, fo thofe who are 
fkilled in phyfiognomy, may fee in 

“his face the cunning which lies hid in 

his heart, shough varnifhed over with 
an apparent candour and freedom in 
conyerfation ; and as he poffefies 
nong of the fire of a divine enthufi- 
ait, fo neither does he .poffefs that 
zeal which is neceflary to complete 
the charaéter of an impoftor,” 

Thefe remarks {carcely deferve any 
seply, otherwife, than what a pity 
thofe writers fhould {pend their time 
in flander, and prefume to arrogate 
to theinfelves the right that belongs 
to God, that is, of judging the hearts 
of men! If thefe writers are clear 
of what they have nay Be againit 

ames Parker, if ever they fhould 

ave an opportunity of feeing him, 
let it be manifeft which of them can 
throw the firft fone at him. 

Philadelphia, February 23, 1787. 

->- 2 @2@~o- 
Some account of a new manufcrift, en= 


titled, Dialogues of the dead. 
HIS manufcript was not found 
in digging the vaults of the 
new quaker meeting-houfe ; nor was 
it difcovered in a leaden box by the 
labourers employed in regulating 
Seventh-{treet ; neither was it wafh- 


ed out by a fload through thi 
raneous aqueducts of the city, into 
that place of general contribution, 
the Dock : but it was found, where 
it might naturally be expected—in 
the pocket of the author. 

Lucian, in ancient, and lord Lyt- 
tleton, in modern times, with man 
others, wrote dialogues of the dead : 
and the pious mrs. Rowe eftablifhed 
a regular poft between the fpiritual 
and temporal kingdoms. zk » al- 
fo, caufed birds, beafts, and fithes, 
to hold familiar converfations, like 
fu many chriftians, in good decent 
language. Thefe were bold ftrokes 
in literature. But our author out- 
ftrips them far. That intelligent be- 
ings, under any form of exiltence, 
fhould be capable of a mutual com. 
munication of ideas, is not an abfurd 
or improbable fuppofition. That the 
brute fpecies, manifeltly poffeiled of 
ideas, and furnifhed with @t leaft the 
apparent organs of fpeech, might 
maintain a triendly converfation, is 
not difficult to conceive. But that 
deac carcafes fhould utter fentiments, 
and hold a reciprocal intercoyrfe of 
ideas, feems to be a fhocking yiola- 
tion of the rules of probability. Our 
author, however, juftifies the ground 
he hath chofen, by a fyftem of phi- 
lofophy, whimfical and ridiculous 
enough, of which the principal out- 
lines are thefe. 

He {tates the pofition, that what- 
ever emsfts, hath identity, or that 
which diftinguifhes it from another 
being, however fimilar. That bodies 
are fenfible of this identity, which is 
manifefted by the refiftance they 
make to any change of form, or to 
any diminution or addition of fub- 
ftance. That all exifting bodies have 
atmofpheres adhering to their {uper- 
ficies ; or rather that thofe atmo- 
{fpheres are parts of the very bodies 
hasilehani. expanded and rarified to 
an Seg te ap degree of finenefs : 
fo that bodies have, in fa¢t, no pal- 


pable 


the fubter. 
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ble outlines. What appears to us, 
fe fays, to be the boundary lines of 
any body, is nothing more than that 
line of divifion in its atmofphere, 
that feparates thofe particles which 
are grofs enough to become the ob- 
jects of vifion, from thofe which are 
too refined for that purpofe, And 
therefore he infers, that to no two 
men does the fame object appear of 
ual magnitude, unlefs their eyes 
fhould be formed exatily alike, and 
fled of precifely equal powers. 
rom which he concludes, that no 
one can certainly fay, here this body 
exilts, but there it does not. That 
thefe atmofpheres, furrounding not 
only the whole, but every moli€ule 
of a body, matt ever prevent an ac- 
tual contact of parts, however clofe- 
ly preft together : and therefore there 
is not to be found in all nature a 


truly folid body. ‘That when bodies 
lie fo near each other, that their at- 
mofpheres interfere, there muft be an 
aGual intercourfe of parts between 
them, of which they are more or lefs 
fenfible, according to the vigour and 


activity of their refpective atmo- 
fpheres, and that by a communication 
of parts, fentiments may be corvey- 
ed from one inanimate body to ano- 
ther : efpecially if their atmofpheres 
have been highly fubtilized, 

On this hypothefis, our author 
founds his work, called dialogues of 
the dead. One of thefe dialogues is 
feleéted as a {pecimen of his manner. 
It is the third dialogue of the fecond 
book—fuppofed to pafs berween the 
carcafes of a dog and a cat, lying in 
ene of the fireets of this city. 


DIALOGUE HUL* 


Cat. So, neighbour! you are wel- 
come into our fraternity. Which of 


NOT 8. 
© This piece was written by the hon. 
Francis Hopkinfon, tq. aud publifoed 
a @ time when the fixcots of Philadel- 


ae 


the ftreet commiffioners, pray, ofdets 
ed you here? : 

vg. 1 Know nothing of the ftreet 
commiffioners, not I. [had got a bad 
cold, which occafioned a defluxion 
from my nofe. This was foon per- 
ceived. The cry of mad dog ws rai- 
fed, and the boys knocked me in the 
head. Street commiffioners, indeed? 
I fuppofe if one of them fhould pafs 
this way, he would foon order both 
you and me into a dung-cart, and 
pack us off to the commons without 
delay. *, 

Car. I perceive you are very igs 
norant. You feem to know nothing 
of the late improvements in the po- 
lice of this city. Don’t you know 


_ that I lie here by order of the ftreet 


commiffioners, thofe guardians of the 
health and convenience of the inha+ 
bitants of Philadelphia? And ‘that 
thefe itreets are regularly fupplied 
with dead cats at a very confiderable 
expence ? 

Dog. You furprife me much. Pray 
to what purpofe ? 

Cat. 1 will inform you. It has 
been difcovered and proved, particu- 
larly by a do¢tor Alexander, of Edin~ 
burgh, that filth, naitinefs, and cor- 
ruption, are the only fure prefervers 
of health. He made numberiefs ex- 
periments to afcertain this truth. He 
procured fome of the liquor from a 
pool near Edinburgh, into which the ° 
carcafes of dogs, cats, and horfes, 
with the filth of the city, are ufual- 
ly thrown. This he put into a glafs 
—green, vifcous, and frothy, as he 
found it. He ‘took alfo fome fair 


NOT E. 
phia were fhamefully dirty, and full of 
filth, dead dogs, cats, Se, Lhe confe- 
quence was, that in a day or tw after- 
wards, regiments of /cavengers, armed 
with brooms and foovels, were ordered 
on duty, throughout the city, to the werg 
great relicf and fatitfaction of the inba- 
bitants.—C. 
{pring 








a 


{pring water, and put it into another 
lafs. "Two pieces of freth meat were. 


ufpended in thefe waters, and placed 


in the fame degree of heat. In a 


few hours, the meat immerfed in fair 
water, began to fmell offenfive, and, 
foon after became putrefeent : whilit. 


the other remained {weet for feveral 
days : and being broiled on the coals, 
made an excellent, fteak for the curi- 
ous dodtor to regale himfelf withal. 
Convinced by this experiment, our 
commuiflioners have directed as many 
earcafes and as much filth as poflible 
to be.difperfed through the ffreets of 
this city. And it is owing to their 
attention, that there is now no ftreet 
or alley without at leaft a reafonable 
fupply of putrefcent matter. 

Deg. ell !—but I am fure there 
is a law for cleanfing, pitching, and 
paving the ftreets of this city, anda 
pretty heavy tax levied for the pur- 
pofe. I have heard my mafter curfe 
and {wear bitterly whilit he paid it— 
pray, what becomes of all ther money ? 

Cat. What becomes of it ?—The 
commiffioners pay it away in premi- 
ums to boys who kill cats for the 
fupply of this large city. Only con- 
fider—there are at this prefent time, 
on a very moderate computation, 
not lefs than three hundred dead cats 
lying in our ftreets and .alleys—but, 
alas 1 what is a poor cat ?—not made 
of fteel—the cannot laft for ever— 
continually run over by wagons la- 
den with cord wood, by drays, carts, 
coaches, and chairs, and perpetually 
kicked about by, the horfla’ fs— 
If oppens the oldeft and tougheft ram 
cat that can be got, will not wear 
more than a month—three hundred 
cats per month make three thoufand 
fix hundred, necefflary for the annual 
fupply of this city—and thefe are not 
to be had gratis. The time is not 
far off, when the legiflature will per. 
ceive the neceflity of not only paf. 
fing a law for encouraging the breed, 
but of allowing a bounty on impor. 
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tation. Our worthy ftreet commiffions 
ers already find cats fo fearce, that 
they are often obliged to put the ci- 
ty to an allowance; but,they make 
up the deficiency by encouraging 
houfe-keepers to throw into the ftreets. 
all the offals of their kitchens; fuch 
as guts, garbage, bones, feathers, 
oyfter fhells, &c. They allow the 
foap-boiler to pile up before his door 
the dregs of his trade, the itinking, 
fkimmings of putrid fat, and the ca« 
put mortuum of a whole winter’s firing. 

Deg. This fyftem of police is en- 
tirely new to me; and | believe not, 
generally underitood. I have knowa 
many curfe the commiffioners for the 
dirtinefs of the itreets, and pay with 
grudging a tax, for which, they fay, 
there is no value received. 

Cat. Mere effects of ignorance and 
prejudice ! It is now known to the 
learned, that the volatile falts arifing 
from, putrefcent fubftancey are the 
mott powerful antifeptic in nature, 
It muft be owing to the extreme 
cleanlinefs of Conitaatinople, that it, 
is fo often vifited by the plague : for 


cleanlinefs is part of the reli pion of 


a Mahometan. The king of Spain. 
once undertook by an arbitrary edict 
to cleanfe the ftreets of Madrid, y 
ordering the inhabitants to provide 
themfelves with wrx gay But this 
had well nigh caufed an infurrection 
in that great city: and the phyfici- 
ans, one and all, joinedin a remon- , 
{trance to the crown, declaring that 
the health of the inhabitants depend. 
ed upon having a fufficient quantity 
of human ordure fpread over the 
ftreets of Madrid. 
Many of the good people who live 
on the eaft fide of Front-ftreet, be- 
tween Arch and Market itreets, hold 
the fame philofophical ceed. Who- 
ever will ftroll through that neigh- 
bourhood, from tén to twelve o’clock 
at night, will not, fail to-fee the 
nymphs ruth fuddenly out, and pour 
forth. plentiful libations to the gods 
defs 
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defs Cloacina, from their facred urns. 
And whoever walks that way early 
in the morning, would fuppofe that 
Jupiter, enamoured with the Danaes 
of that diftri€t, had again defcended 
ina golden fhower. Delicate con- 
ftitutions, fubjeét to nervous and hy- 
fterical affe€tions, are fure of finding 
relief by ayer the air of that neigh- 
bourhood, and, it is faid, that the 
ftreet commiffioners frequently direét 
their morning walk that way, to pro- 
cure'an appetite for break faft. Maes. 
over, it is expected, that as the fea- 
fon advances, the urinous falts will 
be fo fublimed by the long heats of 
the fummer fun, asto generate a na- 
tural phofphorus: in which cafe, 
that neighbourhood will apply for 
an exemption from the lamp tax, as 
an unneceffary impofition on that 

art of the city, whofe inhabitants, 
Fike the frugal fire-fly, can furnifh 
light from their own tails. 

Dog. And is this new doétrine of 
health the only reafon why our com- 
miffioners fuffer the ftreets to remain 
in fo nafty a condition ? 

Cat. No: there are even pleafures 
and conveniences, as well as advan- 
tages, arifing from it. I hall only 
give you one inftance. The ftreets 
being covered, three inches thick, 
with foft mud, and femi-fluid filth, 
the carriages pafs eafily and filently 
along, without difturbing the fick by 
the rattling of their wheels, or jar- 
ring the teeth out of the jaws of the 
riders : as is the cafe in driving over 
aclean ftone pavement. Befides, a 
coach cannot run far without en- 
countering the body of acat. The 
wheels muft unavoidably break three 
cr four ribs of the carcafe, and this 
will afford an agreeable cra/4, to the 
great amufement of the ladies’and 
gentlemen within. 

Dog. From what you have faid I 
begin—f{at this inftant a dray laden 
with a hogfhead of fugar, came along, 
and one of the wheels rolled direCtly 
over the head of the dog. | 

Vol. I. No, Il, 
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Cat.—Ha ! ha! ha!—what a cur- 
fed figure you make! why your head 
is as fat as a pancake. 

Dog. Yes—that booby, who has 

ne whiftling along, little thinks 

ow wonderfully the machine was 
conftruéted, which he has fo carelefsly 
deftroyed. If all the rational powers 
of his whole genealogy, could be 
united in one individual—he weuld | 
not be able to combine matter to fuch 
aftonifhing effet, as it was arranged 
in the hiedle cafket he has now crufh- 
ed to pictes—good God ! what work 
has he made! cerebrum, cerebellum, 
pia mater, dura mater, pineal gland, 
medullary fubftance, nerves, lymph, ve- 
nal and arterial blood, oftium and 
perioftium, all confounded together. 
Thanks, however, to bountiful na- 
ture, who hath ordained that no de- 
rangement of the machine, after what 
is called death, fhall occafion pain, 

But I was faying—from what yea 
have obferved, I begin to fee things 
in a different light— 

Cat. Fla! ha! ha! You may very 
well fee things in a different light, 
truly—why, your eye-balls are turn- ~ 
ed out of their fockets into open fun- 
fhine. 

Dog. No matter—let me afk you 
—was there not an attempt made to 
have this city incorporated, with a 
view to its better government, and 
for the removal of” what are called 
nuifances, abufes, and impofitions ? 

Cat. Yes—but the cry of mad 
dog was raifed againft the bill (as in 
the cafe of your worthip) and it 
was knocked in the head. 

Dog. Don’t you think the thin 
may yet be attempted with fuccefs ! 

Car. Doubtlefs—provided the prin- 
cipal oppofer be recommended as 
mayor ; the next in vociferation, re- 
corder ; and the reft, aldermen. For, 
depend upon it, this is a true repub- 
lican maxim—*‘ power ts a very dan- 

erous weapon : yet, if you will put 
it into my bands, 1 fhall manage it 
with 
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with fo much lenity and difcretion, 
as to make it a public blefling—but 
no one elfe ought to be truited,”— 

Dog. Have you any more to fay ? 
for in truth, I grow tired of the 


— ) 

at. Only this—it’s whifpered 
that the {treet commiffioners hold a 
monthly feaft, at which the princi- 
pal dith is two large ram-cats fmother- 
ed in onions. Numbers obferved, or 
might have obferved, about three 
weeks ago, two fkinned cats lying 
in Chefnut-ftreet, near Third-ftreet. 
Thefe had been prepared for this 
fame love feaft: but as the board 
are very nice in their eating, they 
were not thought fat enough for their 
table, and fo were thrown into the 
common ftock in the ftreet, anda 
brace of better fed cats were provi- 
ded for the entertainment. You grow 
impatient, or I meant to fay Eine 
thing of the Dock, that great orna- 
ment of our city—I could alfo give 
you a hint of a remarkable revoluti- 
on in politics, which is now work- 
ing its way, and will fhortly thew 
itfelf in open day light—a revoluti- 
on which— 

A carriage pafling fwiftly along 
at this inftant, ran acrofs the cat, and 
turned her fairly over, fo that the 
fide which had been next to the 
ground, was now uppermoft, which 
circumftance totally changed the fub- 
ject of converfation. For, as was be- 
fore obferved, this dialogue was 
maintained by an interference of at- 
mofpheres. Now the volatile parti- 
cles, which had been for many days 
{weltering next the earth, were of a 
very different nature from thofe which 
diffufed from a furface long expofed 
to the air, and ef courfe had a very 
different effect. : 

Something like this may be ob- 
fer ved in animal life. If a man, when 
he goes to bed, indulges a train of 
thought, lying on his left fide, when 
be fhall turn on his right, the whole 


train of thinking vanifhes, and -he 
can fcarcely, by any efforts of the 
mind, recover the fame thread of co- 
gitation, unlefs the fabjeét was of a 
gt Barseecen nature. 

, in dreaming, a change of 
fition of the body never fails to 


change the whole icenery, in which , 
the imagination had been engaged, 
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HEN a dread of mad dogs 
prevails, people fally from 
their houfes with that circumfpedi- 
on which is prudent in fuch as — 
a mad dog at every turning. ‘The 
phyfician publifhes his preicription, 
the beadle prepares his halter, and a 
few of unufual bravery, arm them- 
felves with boots and buff gloves, in 
order to face the enemy if he fhould 
offer to attack them. In fhort, the 
whole people ftand bravely upon their 
defence, and feem, by their fpirit, to 
fhew a refolution of not being tame- 
ly bit by mad dogs any longer. 
Their manner of knowing whe- 
ther a dog be mad or no, fomewhat 
refembles the ancient cuftom of try- 
ing witches. The old woman fufpect- 
ed, was tied hand and foot, and 
thrown into the water. If the fwam, 
then fhe was inftantly carried off to 
be burnt for a witch ; if fhe funk, 
then indeed fhe was acquitted of the 
charge, but drowned in the experi- 
ment. In the fame manner, a croud 
gathers round a dog fufpected of 
madnefs, and begins by teizing the 
devoted animal on every fide ; if he 
attempts to ftand on the defenfive and 
bite, then is he unanimoufly found 
guilty ; for a mad dog always fnaps 


at every thing; if, on the contrary, 


he ftrives to efcape by running away, 
then he can expect no compafiion, for 

mad dog: always run firait forward. 
It is pleafant enough to mark the 
ftages of this fanciful difeafe. The 
terror at firlt feebly enters with a dif 
regarded 
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regarded ftory of alittle dog, that 
had gone through a ostgheeaing 
village, and was thought to be mad, 
by feveral that had feen him, The 
next account comes, that a maftiff 
ran through a certain town, and bit 
five geefe, which immediately ran 
mad, foamed at the bill, and died in 

reat agonies. Then comes an af- 
fecting hiftory of a little boy bit in 
the leg, and gone down to be dipt 
in the falt water: when the people 
have fufficiently fhuddered at that, 
they are next congealed with a fright- 
ful account of a man who was faid 
lately to have died from a bite he had 
received fome years before. This re- 
Jation only prepares the way for an- 
other, ftill more hideous, as, how the 
mafter of a family, with feven {mall 
children, were all bit by a mad lap- 


dog ; and how the father firit gl 


ceived the infection, by calling for a 
draught of water, where he faw the 
lap-dog {wimming in the cup. 
When epidemic terror is thus ex- 
cited, every morning comes loaded 
with fome new difafter : as in ttories 
of ghofts, each loves to hear the ac- 
count, though it only ferves to make 
him uneafy : fo here each liftens with 
eagernefs, and adds to the tidings 
fome new circumftances of peculiar 
horror. A lady, for inflance, in the 
country, of very weak nerves, has 
been frighted by the barking of a 
dog ; the ftory fpreads that a mad 
dog had frighted a lady of diftinéti- 
on. In the neighbouring village, the 
report is, that a lady of quality was 
bit by a mad maftiff. This account 
every moment gathers ftrength, and 
grows more difmal as it afproaches 
the capital ; and, by the time it has 
arrived in town, the lady isdefcribed 
with wild eyes, and foaming mouth, 
running mad upon ali fours, barking 
like a dog, biting her fervants, and 
at laft fmothered between two beds. 
My landlady, a good-natured wo- 
man, but a littl credulous, waked 
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me fome mornings ago before the 
ufual hour, with horror and aftonifh- 
ment in her looks, and defired me, 
if I had any regard for my fafety, 
to keep within ; for a few days ago 
fo difmal an accident had happened, 
as putall the world upon their guard. 
A mad dog down 1n the country, 
fhe affured me, had bit a farmer, 
who foon becoming mad, ran into 
his own yard, and bit a fine brindled 
cow ; the cow quickly became as mad 
as the man, began to foam at the 
mouth, and raifing herfelf up, weht 
about upon her hind legs, fometimes 
barking like a dog, and fometimes 
attempting to talk like the farmer. 
Upon examining into the grounds of 
this ftory, I found my landlady had 
it from a neighbour, who had it 
from another neighbour, who heard 
it from very good authority. 

Were moft ftories of this nature 
thoroughly examined, it would be 
found that numbers of fuch as have 
been faid to fyffer, were no ways in- 
jured ; and that of thofe who have 
been aétually bitten, not one in the 
hundred was bitten by a mad dog. 
Such accounts in general therefore 
only ferve to make the people mifer- 
able by faife terrors, and fometimes 
fright the patient into actual phren- 
zy, by creating thofe very fymp- 
toms they pretend to deptore. 

But even allowing three or four 
to die in a feafon of this terrible 
death (and this is probably too large 
a conceffion) yet {till it is not conti- 
dered, how many are preferved in 
their health and their property by 
this devoted animat!’s fervices. The 
midnight robber is kept ata diftance ; 
the infidious thief is often detetted ; 
and the poor man finds in his dog a 
willing afliftant, eager to leflen his 
toil, and content with the finallett 
retribution. 

A dog, fays one of the Englith 
poets, is an honeit creature, and Lam 
a friend to dogs. OF all the beatts 

that 








that graze the lawn, or hunt the 
foreft, a dog is the only animal, that, 
leaving his fellows, attempts to cul- 
tivate the friendfhip of man ; to man 
he looks in all his neceffities with a 
fpeaking eye for affiftance; exerts 
or him all the little fervice in his 
wer, with chearfulnefs and plea- 
ure ; for him bears famine and fa- 
tigue with patience and refignation ; 
no injuries can abate his fidelity, no 
diftrefs induce him to forfake his be- 
nefaftor ; ftudious to pleafe, and 
fearing to offend, he is ftill an hum- 
ble fteadfaft dependent, and in him 
alone fawning 1s not flattery. How 
unkind then to torture this faithful 
creature, who has left the foreft, to 
claim the prote¢tion of man! how 
ungrateful a return to an animal that 
fo truly loves him ! 
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Copy of a letter from the prefident and 
Supreme executive conncil of the flate 
of Pennf{ylvania, to the judges of the 


Supreme court. 


In conncil, Philadelphia, O&. 8, 1785. 
Gentlemen, 

EGARDING the office we hold 

as beftowed merely for the pur- 

pofe of enabling us to contribute to 

the happinefs of the people, jot pg 


fuaded that you view thofe by 
you in the fame light, we do not 
doubt but you will chearfully afford 
your aid in carrying into execution 
any meafures that have a tendency to 
promote fo defirable an end. 

In the circuits, you will frequently 
vifit different parts of the ftate. While 
the judicial authority is employed in 
this folemn progrefs for the punifh- 
ment of evil doers, we would be glad, 
that, befides the terror of legal penal- 
ties, all the influence to be derived 
from your chara¢ters and the dignity 
of your ftations, might be applied in 
difleminating moft effectually the beft 
principles, and fetting forward the 
moft effe€tual regulations, for the 
prevention of offences. 


- 


Letter to the judges of the fupréme coart, 


You, gentlemen, well know, how 
vain are laws without manners. Thefe 
cannot be ex , unlefs the ftriéteft 
attention be: paid to the education of 

outh, and the inculcation of a true 
ove and fear of the Supreme Being, 

Under other forms of government, 
the adminiftration ated, well con- 
ducted, if the chief magiftrates only | 
are good: But in republics, where 
the people themfelves are to govern, 
their virtue is effential to their prof- 

rity. 

When the individuals of a fociety 
are impreffed with a juft regard for 
induftry, frugality, temperance, mo- 
rality and piety, and of courfe with 
a proper contempt for habits and dif- 
pofitions oppofed to thefe qualities, 
they will rife to that fimple, manly, 
dignified charaéter, that amidtt the 
changes in human affairs moft directly 
tends to enfure their own felicity, and 
the honour of their country. May 
infinite mercy grant this to be the 
choice and condition of Pennfylvania! 

It is our earneft with, that you 
would be pleafed ftrongly to recom. 
mend, in the feveral counties, the 
eftablifhment of fchools, attendance 
at places of public worfhip, provifion 
for minifters of the yofpel, and obfer- 
vance of the fabbath. 

There are other confiderations of 
much moment, which, as your fenti- 
ments will undoubtedly be received 
with great refpect, we defire alfo to 
have enforced. Thefe are, the im- 
provement of agriculture, roads and 
itreams, and proper motives for ex- 
citing attention to every thing that, 
by producing local benefits at firft, 
may at length operate in advancing 
the ral welfare. ; 

I have the honour to be, 

Gentlemen, 
Your moft obedient fervant, 
JOHN DICKINSON. 
To the honourable chief juftice and 
the other judges of the fupreme 
court, 









bs Ben fe Piet 
Blegy on the burning of Fairfield, in CotneBicut. Written 


it 1779, om the Jpot where that town flood. By ‘cal. 


Humpbreys. 


y: {moking ruins, marks of hoftile ire, ) 

Ye afhes warm, which drink the tears that flow, 
Ye defolated plains, my voice infpire, 

And give foft mufic to the fong of woe. 

How pleafant, Fairfield, on th’ enraptur'd fight, 

Rofe thy tall fpires, and op’d thy focial halis! 

How oft my bofom beat with pure delight 

At yonder {pot where ftand the darken’d walls ! 

But there the voice of mirth réfounds no more; 


A filent fadnefs thro’ the ftreets prevails : 


The diftant main alone is heard to roar, 

And hollow chimnics hum with fullen gales— 

Save where fcorch’d elms th’ untimely toliage fhed, 

Which, ruftling, hovers round the faded green— 

Save where, at twilight, mourners frequent tread, 

*Mid recent graves, o’er defolation’s fcene. 

How chang’d the blifsful profpec&t, when compar’d, 

Thefe glooms funereal, with thy former bloom, 

Thy hofpitable rights when Tryon fhar’d, 

Long ere he feal’d thy melancholy doom ! 

That impious wretch with coward voice decreed, 

Defencelefs domes and hallow’d fanes, to dutt ; 

Beheld with {neering fmile, the wounded bleed, 

And fpurr’d his bands to rapine, blood, and luft. 

Vain was the widow’s, vain the orphan’s cry, 

To touch his feelings, or to foothe his rage— 

Vain the fair drop that roll’d from beauty’s eye, 

Vain the dumb grief of fupplicating age. | 

Could Tryon hope to quench the patriot flame, 

Or make his deeds furvive in glory’s page ? 

Could Britons feek of Kg the fame ? 

Or deem it conqneft, thus the war to wage ? 

Yes : Britons fcorn the councils of the tkies, 

Extend wide havoc, {purn th’ infulted foes ; 

Th’ infulted foes to tenfold vengeance rife, 

Refiftance growing as the danger grows. 

Red in their wounds, and pointing to the plain, 

The vifionary fhapes before me ftand— 

‘The thunder burfts, the battle burns again, 

And kindling fires encrimfon all the ftrand. 

Long dufky wreathes of fmoke, reluétant driv’n, 

In black’ning volumes, o’er the landfcape bend : 

Here the broad fplendor blazes high to heav’n, 

There umber’d ftreams in purple pomp afcend. 

In fiery eddies, round the « -tt’ring wails, 

Emitting fparks, the lighter fragments fly : 

With f.ightful crafh the burning manfion falls ; 

The works of years in ' ae, embers lie, 
Tryon, 
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Addreft to the armies of America. 


Tryon, behold thy fanguine flames afpire, 
Clouds fing’d with dies intolerably bright : 
Behold, weil-pleas’d, the village wrapt in fire, 
Let one wide ruin glut thy ravith’d é, ef 
Ere fades the grateful fcene, oe ine eye, 
See age and ficknefs, tremuloufly flow, 

Creep from the flames—fee babes iri torture die, 
And mothers fwoon in agonies of woe. 

Go, gaze, enraptur’d with the mother’s tear, 
The infant’s terror, and the captive’s pain, 
Where no bold bands can check thy curft career ; 
Mix fire with blood on each unguarded plain! 
Thefe be thy triumphs! this thy boafted fame ! 
Daughters of mem’ry, raife the deathlefs fongs ! 
Repeat thro’ endlefs years his hated name, 
Embalin his crimes, and teach the world our wrongs. 


Addref: to the armies of the united fates of America.—Written in the year 1782 
By col. Humphreys. ‘ 
** Fam fides, et pax, et honor, pudorque 
“* Prifcus, et megleG@a redire virtus 
* Audet ; appareique beata pleno 


** Copia cornu.’ Her. 
** Incipient magni procedere menfes.”—Virg. 
PREFACE, 


ERHAPS the following little co may be confidered with the more indul- 
gence by the public, after it is known, that it was a@ually written, at a pe- 
riod * when the army was in the field, and the author fo far engaged in the 

duties of bis profelfion, as to have but little leifure for fubjeés of literature er amufe- 

ment. And it will not be neceffary to demonftrate to thofe who have the lea? know. 
ledge of a military life, bow unfavorable fach a flate is to poetical contemplation. 

This, it is prefumed, may pertinently be urged in excufe for the flighter errors and 

inaccuracies of the performance: and the defign muft, in fome meafure, atone for any 

of a diff rent complexion, 

To infpire our countrymen now in arms, or who may, hereafter, be called into 
the field, with perfeverance and fortitude, through every fpecies of difficulty and 
danger, to continue their exertions for the defence of their country, and the preferva- 
tion of its liberties, is the obje® of this addref;. 

For this purpofe, it was imagined, no confiderations could be more effeAual than 
the recolleGion of the paft, and the anticipation of the futare. For where is the man 
to be found, who, after all that bas been done and fuffered—after fuch a profufion 
of bled and treafure has been expended—and fach important advantages have been 
obtained —would bafely relinguifh and leave unfinifoed the illuftrious tafk of rearing 
an empire, which, from its fituation and circumftances, muft furpafs all that bave 
ever exified, in magnitude, felicity , and duration ? 

NOT B 


* While the American army ewas encamped at Peek's-bill, and the enemy occu- 
pied the heights of New York and Charlefton, 


Although 
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Although the author entertains the maf? fangnine expefations of the gratitude and 
liberality, usith which the continent po: a tbofe who po literally borne the 
beat and burden of the day of war—be has not infifted on thofe pecuniary or flighter 
confiderations ; but has attempted to turn the attention to the future grandeur, hap- - 
pine/s, and glory of the count Sor which we are now contending. The lands al- 
ready granted to the army, of Suggfied the idea of a military fettlement on the 
Ohio, or fome of thife weftern regions, whfe beauties can wever be Juffciently dif. 
played, much poe. whe by defeription. The mild temperature and ferenity of 
the air, the falubrity of the climate, the fertility of the fail, the luxuriance of its pres 
duéis, the extent of territory, and the amazing inland navigation, which thofe 
boundl-fs lakes and qa} tee rivers will open—cannot fail, one day, to render 
that garden of the world equal to the reprefentation given of it, in the conclufion 
of the poem, pof-fion of fuch a country, ( ares | from the hand of imvapon), 
mn a perfe flate of freedom and fecurity, will be a glorious compenfation for all our 
toils and fufferings, and @ monument of the moft unparalleled bravery and patri- 
otifm, to the remoteft pufterity. Stimulated with the love of glory, allured by thefe 
delightful profpe@:, and animated with the pedfing bope of the /peedy fruition of 
thofe rapturous feenes—there are thoufands who have drawn the /word, witha re- 
Solution never to foeath it, until a happy period is put to the coats. For himfelf, 
the writer declares, that having already devoted whatevcr talents and abilities 
nature bas conferred upon him, to the fervice of his country—no eff:rts that can be 
made with his voice, bis pen, or his fword, foall ever be xvanting to confirm its 
LIBERTIES and INDEPENDENCE, — : 
“9 22 2-e- 


E martial bands! Columbia’s faireft pride ! 
To toils inur'd, in dangers often try’d— 
Ye pions youths ! whofe breafts for glory burn, 
Each felfith aim and meaner paffion fpurn. 
Ye who, unmov’d, in the dread hour have ftood, 
And fimil’d, undaunted, in the field of blood— 
Who greatly dar’d, at freedom’s rapt’rous call, 
With her to triumph, or with her to fall— 
Now brighter days in profpeét fwift afcend, 
Ye fons of fame, the hallow’d theme attend ; 
The patt revicw ; the future fcene explore ; 
And heav’n’s high king with grateful hearts adore. 

What time proud Albion, thund’ring o’er the waves, 
Frown’d on her fons, and bade them turn to flaves— 
When loft to honour, virtue, glory, fhame, 

When nought remain’d of Britain but the name— 
The parent ftate—a parent now no more— 

Let loofe the hirelings of defpotic pow’r, 

Urg’d to keen —— their relentlefs ire, 

And hop’d fubmiflion from their fword and fire. 

As when dark clouds, from Andes’ tow'ring head, 
Roll down the tkies, and round th’ horizon fpread, 
With thunders fraught, the black’ning tempett fails, 
And burtts sain x0 o’er Peruvian vales : 

So broke the form, on Concord’s fatal plain ; 
There fell our brothers, by fierce ruffians flain. 


Inglorious 
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Inglorious deed ! to wild defpair then driv’n, 
¢, fuppliant, made our great appeal to heav’n, 
Then the fhrill trampet echo’d from afar, 
And fudden blaz’d the wafting flame of war; 
From ftate to ftate, {wift flew the dire alarms, 
And ardent youths, impetuous, rufh’d to arms : 
‘* To arms,” the matrons and the virgins fung, 
To arms, their fires, their hafbands, brothers fprung. 
No dull delay—where’er the found was heard, ; 
Where the red ftandards in the air appear’d, 
Where, through vaft realms, the cannon {well’d its roar, 
Between th’ Acadian and Floridian fhore. | : 
Now join’d the crowd, from their far-diftant farms, 
In ruftic guife, and unadorn’d in arms ; y 
Not like their foes, in tinfel trappings gay, 
And burnifh’d arms that glitter’d on the day ; 
Who now advanc’d, where Charl’ftown rear’d its height, 
In martial pomp, and claim’d the awful fight ; ; 
And proudly deem’d, with one decifive blow, 
To hurl deftruGtion on the routed foe— 
Not fo—juft heav’n had fix’d the great decree, 
And bade the fons of freemen ftill be free ; 
Bade all her fouls with patriot ardour burn, 
And taught the coward fear of death to fpurn, 
The threats of vengeance and of war to brave, 
To purchafe freedom, or.a glorious grave. 
Long rag'd the conteft on th’ embattled field ; 
Nor thofe would fly, nor thefe would tamely yield—~ ! 
Till Warren fell, in all the boat of arms, 
The pride of genius and unrivall’d charms, 
His country’s hope !—full foon the gloom was fpread : 
Opprefs’d with nambers, and their leader dead, 
Slow from the field the fullen troops retir’d, 
Behind, the hoftile flame to heav’n. afpir'’d. 
Th’ imperious Britons, on the well-fought ground, 
No caufe for joy or wanton triumph rm 
But faw with grief their dreams of conqueft vain, 
Felt the deep wounds, and mourn’d their vet’rans flain, 
Nor lefs our woes. Now darknefs gather’d round; 
The thunder rumbled, and the tempeft frown’d; 
When lo! to guide us thro’ the ftorm of war, 
Beam’d the bright fplendor of Virginia’s ftar. 
O firft of heroes, fav’rite of the tkies, 
To what dread toils thy country bade thee rife !. 
** Oh rais’d by heav’n to fave th’ invaded ftate !” | & 
(So fpake the fage long fince thy future fate) 
*Twas thine to - o, the fweeteft fcenes of life 
For public cares—to guide th’ embattled ftrife— 
Unnumber’d ills of ev’ry kind to dare, 
The winter's biaft, the fummer’s fultry air, 
The lurking dagger, and the turbid florms 


Of 
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Of wafting war, with death in all his forms— 

Nor aught could daunt. Unfpeakably. ferene, 

Thy confcious foul fmil’d o’er the dreadful { 
Then the foe trembled at the well-known name; 

And raptur’d thovfands.to his ftandard came. 

His martial fill our rifing armies form’d ; 

His patriot zeal their gen’rous bofoms, warm’d : 

His voice infpir’d, his godlike prefence led, 

The Britons faw, and ol his prefence fied. 

‘Soon reinforc’d from Albion’s crowded fhore, 

New legions came, new plains were drench’d in gore ;, 

And fcarce Columbia’s arm the fight fuftains, 

- While her beft blood gufh’d from a thoufand veins. 
Then thine, O Brown ! that purpled wide the ground, 
Follow’d the knife through many a ghaftly wound, 
Ah haplefs friend ! permit the tender tear 
To flow e’en now, for none flow’d on. thy bier, 
Where cold and mangled: under northern fkies, 

To famifh’d wolves a prey thy body lies 

Which erft fo fair and tall in youthful grace, 
Strength in thy nerves, and beauty in thy face, 
Seood? like a tow’r, till, ftruck by. the {wift ball—. 
‘Then what avail’d (to ward th’ untimely fall) 
The force of limbs, the mind fo well inform’d, 
The tafte refin’d, the breait with friendfhip warm’d, 
(That friendfhip which our earlieft years begun) 

Or what the laurels that thy {word had won, 

When the dark bands from thee, expiring, tore 


Thy long hair mingled with the {pouting gore? 
Nor her ng waa Scammel, Am fate, 
(May deathlefs thame that Britith deed await!) 
On York’s fam’d field, amid the firft alarms, 

Ere yet fair viét’ry crown’d the allied arms, 

Fell chance peng thee to the hottile band, 


‘Then didf thou fall beneath th’ affaffin hand! 
Lo! while I tell the execrable deed, 

Frefh in his fide the dark wound feems to bleed ; 
‘That {mall red current ftill for vengeance cries, 
And afks, why fleeps the thunder in the fkies ? 

On him, ye heav’ns, let all your vengeance fall, 
On the curft wretch who wing’d th’ infidious ball, 
But thou, bleft thade, be footh’d! be this thy praife, 
Ripe were thy. virtues, though too few thy days., 
Be this thy fame, through life of all approv’d, | 
To die lamented, honour’d, and, belowd, 

And fee, far {guth, where yonder hearfe, appears, 
An army mourning, and aJand in tears! 
ThereLaurens, slits an.early tomb, 

Looks like a, flow’r juft with’ring in its bloom. _ 
Thy father’s pride, the glory of our hoft! 
Thy country’s forrow, late thy country’s boat! ; 
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O Laurens! gen’rous youth ! twice hadft thou bled— 
pe -~ the prea devious aim have {ped ? 

nd muft thy friends, now peace © near, 
Weep the third Withee Weg coals Mie Be'deae, 
That blots the profpett of our rifing morn, 

And leaves thy country, as thy fire, forlorn ? 
Companions lov’d ! long as the life-blood flows, 
Or vital warmth in this fond bofom glows, 
While there I cherifh your remembrance dear, 
Oft will I drop the tributary tear. 

But what avails to trace the fate of war 
Through fields of blood, and point each glorious fear? 
Why fhould the ftrain your former woes recall, 
The tears that wept a friend or brother’s fall, 
When by your fide firft in th’ advent’rous ftrife, 
He dauntlefs rufh’d, too prodigal of life? 
Enough of merit has each honour’d name, 

To thine, untarnifh’d, on the rolls of fame, 
To ftand th’ example of each diftant age, 
And add new luftre to th’ hiitoric page : 

For foon their deeds illuftrious fhall be fhewa 
In breathing bronze, or animated ftone, 

Or where the canvas, ftarting into life, 
Revives the glories of the crimfon ftrife. 

Ye fons of genius, who the pencil hold, 
Whofe mafter anew beyond defcription bold, 


Of other years and climes the hift’ry trace, 


Can ye for this negleét your kindred race ? 

Columbia calls—her parent voice demands 

More grateful off ’rings from your filial hands : 

And foon fome bard fhall tempt the untry’d themes, 

Sing how we dar’d, in fortune’s worft extremes, 

What cruel wrongs th’ indignant patriot bore, 

What varions ills your feelin ms tore, 

What boding terrors gloom’d the threat’ning hour, 

When Britifh legions, arm’d with death-like pow’r, 

Bade defolation mark their crimfon’d way, 

And lur'd the favage to his deftin’d prey, 

When fierce Germania her battalions pour’d, 

And rapine’s fons, with wafting fire and fword, 

Spread death around: where’er your eyes ye tarn’d, 
led were the peafants, and the village burn’d— 

How did your hearts tor others’ fuff’rings melt ! 

What tort’ring pangs your bleeding country felt! 

What! when you fled before fuperior force, 

Each fuccour loft, and perith’d each refource ! 

When nature fainting from the want of food, 

On the pure fnow your fteps were mark’d in blood ! 

When through your tatter’d garbs you met the wind, 

Defpair before, and ruin frown’d behind ! 

When nought was feen around, but profpects was 
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Th’ infulting foe hung dreadful on your fear, 

And boaftful ween’d, that day to the fcene, 
And quench your name, as though it ne’er had been. 
Why, Britain! rag’d thine infolence and fcorn ? 

Why burit thy seggrence on the wretch forlorn ? 
The cheerlefs captive, to flow death confign’d, 
Chill’d with keen froft, in prifon glooms confin’d, 
Of hope bereft, by thy vile minions curit, 
With hunger famith’d, and confum’d with thirft, 
Without one friend—when death’s laft horror ftung, 
Roll’d the wild eye, and gnaw’d the anguith’d tongue. 
Why, Britain! in thine arrogance and pride, 
Didft thou heav’n’s violated laws deride, 
Mock human mis’ry with contemptuous fneers, 
And fill thy cup of guilt with orphans’ tears? 
The widow’s wailing, and the wretch’s groan, 
Rife in remembrance to th’ eternal throne, 
While the red flame, thro’ the broad concave driv’n, 
Calls down the vengeance of infulted heav’n. 
And didft thou think, by cruelty refin’d, 
To damp the ardoar of the heav’n-born mind, 
With haughty threats to force the daring train 
To bow, unnerv’d, in flav’ry’s galling val 
Make countlefs freemen—then no longer free— 
Shrink at thy frown, and bend the fervile kne= ? 
And couldftthou dream ? then wake, diffolve thy charins, 
Rous’d by their wrongs, fee defp’rate hofts in arms ! 
No fear difmays, nor danger’s voice appals, 
While kindred blood for facred vengeance calls : 
Their fwords fhall triumph o’er thy vaunted force, 
And curb the conqu’ror in his headlong courfe. 
What fpoils of war, thy fons, Columbia, claim’d ! 
What trophies rofe, where thy red enfigns flam’d! 
Where the great chief, o’er Del’ware’s icy wave, 
Led the {mall band, in danger doubly brave, 
On high defigns—and ere the dawning hour, 
Germania’s vet’rans own’d the victor’s pow’r ; 
Or on the mufe’s plain, where round thy tomb, 
O gallant Mercer ! deathlefs laurels bloom ; 
Or where, anon, in northern fields renown’d, 
The tide of flaughter ftain’d the fanguine ground, 
When the bold freemen, gath’ring from alee, 
Foil'd the proud foe, and crufh’d the favage war : 
On that brave band their country’s plaudit waits, 
And confecrates to fame the name of Gates. 
Nor lefs the valour of th’ impetuous fhock, 
Which feiz’d the glorious prize on Hudfon’s rock, 
Where Wayne, e’en while he felt the whizzing ball, 
Pluck'd the proud ftandard from the vanquifh'd wail. 
Now turn your eyes, where fouthern realins are fecn 
From ruin refcu’d by th’ immortal Greene. 
See 
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See toils of death, where many a hero bleeds, 

Till rapid vidt’ry to defeat fuccefs, 

On num’rous plains, whofe ftreams, unknown to fong, 
Till this great era, roll’d obfcure along. 

Their names hall, now, ‘to fame familiar grown, 
Outlaft the pile of monumental ftone. 

Or fee on fair Virginia’s ftrand arife, 

The column pointing to the fav’ring fkiés, 
Infcrib’d with deeds the allied arms have done, 

And grav’d with trophies from Britannia won : 

Here ftand the conqu’ring bands : the vanqnifh’d throng 
Thro’ the long lines in filence move along : 

The ftars and lillies here fn laurels dreft— 

And there dark fhrouds the banner’d pride invett : 
Thefe twice twelve banners once in pomp unfurl’d, 
Spread death and terror round the foutliern world : 
In various colours from the ftaff anroli’d, 

The lion frown’d, the eagle flam’d in gold, 
Hibernia’s harp reluctant here was hung, 

And Scotia’s thiftle there {pontaneous {prung : 

Thefe twice twelve flags no more fhall be difplay'd, 
Save in the dome where warlike fpoils are laid : 
Since, where the fathers in high council meet, 

This hand has plac’d them proftrate at their feet. 

Such are the glories of the allied band ! 
And fuch the dawning hope that chee's our land ! 
Since Gallia’s fire, high on a throne of ftate, 
Sublimely good, magnanimoully great ! 
oo of the rights of human kind, 

eigh’d the dread conteft in his royal mind, 
And bade his fleets o’er the broad ocean fly, 
To fuccour realms beneath another fky : 
Since his bleft troops, in happieft toils allied, 
Have fought, have bled, have conquer’d by your fide : 
The ming]l’d gore, in the fame trench that flow’d, 
Cements the nations by their heroes’ blood. 

Yet ftill, Columbians, fee what choice remains, 

Ignoble bondage, and inglorious chaifs, 

Or all the joys which liberty ean give, 

For which you dare to die, or wifh to live. 

On the drawn fword, your country’s fate depends : 
Your wives, your children, parents, brothers, friends, 
With all the tender charities of life, 

Hang on the iffue of the arduous ftrife. 

To bolder deeds, and vitt’ry’s fierce delights, 
Your country calls, and heav’n itfelf invites. 
Charm’d by their potent voice, let virtue’s flame, 
The fenfe of honour, and the fear of fhame, 

The thirft of praife, and freedom’s envied ‘caufe, 
The fmiles of heroes, and the world’s applaufe, 
Impel each breaft, in glory’s dread carcer, 
Firm 
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Firm as your rock-rais’d hills, to perfeyere. 

Now the fixth year of i {miles, 
The glorious meed of all our warlike toils ; 
Aufpicious pow’r, with thy broad flag unfurl’d, 

thy ftern influence on our weftern world | 
With thy congenial fame our hearts infpire, 
With manly patience, and heroic fire, 
'The rudeft thock of fortune’s ftorm to bear ; 

ill to fuffer ; ev’ry death to darey 
‘To rufh preg in th’ pucadyye van, 
And t the Britons, man oppos’d to man; 
With farer aim repel their Soatiem rage ; of 
Shield the poor orphan, and the white-hair’d fage ; 
Defend the matron, and the virgin’s charms ; 
And vindicate our facred rights with arms. 
This, the great genius of our land requires, 
This, the bleft fhades of our illuftrious fires, 
This, the brave fons of future years demand, 
Chear the faint heart, and nerve the feeble hand ; 
This, facred hope, that points beyond the fpan, 
Which bounds this tranfitory life of man, 
Where glory lures us with her bright renown, 
‘The hero’s triumph, and the patriot’scrown, 
The fair reward to fuff’ring virtue giv’n, 
Pure robes of blifs, and ftarry thrones in heav’n. 

Chang’d are the fcenes. Now fairer profpedts rife, 
And brighter funs begin to gild our fkies, 

Th’ exhaufted foe, his laft poor efforts try’d, 
Sees nought remain, fave impotence and pride : 
His golden dreams of fancied conqueft o’er, 
(And Gallia thund’ring round his native fhore, 
Iberia aiding with Potofi’s mines, - 
While brave Batavia in the confli€tjoins) 
Reluétant turns, and, deep involv’d in woes, 
In other climes, prepares for other foes. 

Anon, the horrid founds of war fhall ceafe, 
And all the weftern world be huth’d in peace : 
“The martial clarion fhall be heard no more, 

Nor the loud cannon’s defolating roar : 

No more our heroes the purple flood, 

No corfe be feen with garments roll’d in blood 5 
No fhiv’ring wretch fhall roam without a thed 5 
No pining orphans raife their cry for bread ; 
No tender mother fhriek at dreams of woe, 
Start from her fleep, and fee the midnight foes - 
The lovel virgins and the hoary fire, 

No more hebold he village Same alice, 

While the bafe fpoiler, from a father’s arms, 
Plucks the fair flow’r, and riots on its charms. 

E’en now, from half the threaten’d horrors freed, 
Sce from our fhores the lels‘ning fails recede : ae 
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See the red flags, that, to the wind unfurl’d, 
Wav’'d in proud triumph round the va "d wotld, 
Inglorious fly : and fee their haggard crew?” 
Defpair, rage, fhame, and infamy purfue. -' 

Hail, heav’n-born peace! thy grateful bleffings pour 
On this glad land, and round the peopled thore : 
‘Thine are the joys that gild the happy fcene, 
Propitious cays, and feitive nights 5 
With thee gay pleafure frolics o’er the plain, 

And fmiling plenty leads thy profp’rous train. 

Then oh, my friends ! the tafk of glory done, 
Th’ immortal prize by your bold efforts won— 
Your country’s faviours, by her voice confefs’d, 


‘While unborn ages rife and call your bleitt— 


Then let us go where happier climes invite, 

To midland feas and regions of delight ; 

With all that’s ours, together let us rife, 

Seek brighter plains, and more indalgent fkies; 
Where fair Ohio rolls his amber tide, 

And nature bloffoms in her virgin pride ; 
Where al] that beauty’s hand can form to pleafe, 
Shall crown the toils of war, with rural eafe, 
The fhady coverts and the funny hills, 

The gentle lapfe of ever-murm’ring rills, 

The {oft repofe amid the noon-tide bow’rs, 
The evening walk along the bluthing flow’rs, 
The fragrant groves that yield a fweet perfume, 
And vernal glories in perpetual bloom, 

Await you there : and heav’n fhall blefs the toil, 
Your own the prodace, as your own the foil. 

No tyrant lord fhall grafp a thoufand farms, 
Curfe the mild clime, and {poil its faireft charms, 
No blaft fevere your rip’ning fields deform, 

No vollied hail-itones, and no driving ftorm, 
No raging murrain on your cattle feize, 

And nature ficken with the dire difeafe. 

But golden years, anew, begin their reigns, 
And cloudlefs fun-fhine gild falubrious plains. 
Herbs, fruits, and flow’rs fhall clothe th’ uncultur’d field, 
Neétareous juice, the vine and orchard yield, 
Rich dulcet creams the copious goblets fill, 
Delicious honey from the trees diftill ; 

The garden fmile, fpontaneous harvetts fpring, 
‘The woodlands warble, and the vallies fing. 

Along the:meads, or near the fhady groves, 
‘There fport the flocks, there feed the fatt’ning droves; 
‘There ftrays the tteed, through bloomy vales afar, 
Who erft mov’d Jofty in the ranks of war. 

There free from envy, cank’ring care, and ftrife, 


Flow the calm pleafures of domeitic life : 
There 













‘There mutual friendfhip foothes each placid breatt, 
Bleft in themfelves, and in each other bletft. 
From houfe to houfe the focial glee extends, 
For friends in war, in peace are doubly friends : 
Their children taught to emulate their fires, 
Catch the warm Z., and feel the kindred fires, 
Till by degrees the mingling joys improve, 
Grow with their years, and ripen into love : 
Nor long the bluthing pair in fecret figh, 
And drink {weet poifon from the love-fick eye 5 
Bleft be their lot! when in his eager arms 
Th’ enamour’d youth folds the fair virgin’s charms, 
* On her ripe lip imprints the burning kifs, 
And feals with hallow’d rites the nuptial blifs, 
‘Then feftal {ports the ev’ning hours prolong ; 
The mazy dance, and the fweet warbling fong : 
Then each endearment wakes the ravifh’ fenke 
To pure delights, and raptures moft intenfe : 
And the pleas’d parent tells his lift’ning fon, 
What wond’rous deeds by him, in youth, were done, 
No =— of woe, no tort’ring fears annoy 
The {weet fenfations of the heart-felt joy ; 
Nor fhall the favages of murd’rous foul, 
In painted bands dark to the combat roll, 
With midnight orgies, by the gloomy thade, 
On the pale victim point the reeking blade ; 
Or po the hamlet, lull’d in deep repofe, 
No more to wake, or wake to ceafelefs woes : 
For your ftrong arm the guarded land fecures, 
And freedom, glory, happinefs, are yours. 
So fhall you flourifh in unfading prime, 
Each age refining thro’ the reign of time ; 
A nobler offspring crown the fond embrace, 
A band of heroes, and a patriot race : 
Not by foft luxury’s too dainty food, 
Their minds contaminated with their blood : 
But like the heirs our great forefathers bred, 
By freedom nurtur’d, and by temp’rance fed ; 
Healthful and ftrong, they turn’d the virgin foil, 
The untam’d foreft bow’d beneath their toil : 
At early dawn, they fought the mountain chace, 
Or rous'd the Indian from his lurking place ; 
Curb’d the mad fury of thofe barb’rous men, 
Or dragg’d the wild beaft ftruggling from his den ; 
’ To all the vigour of that prittine race, 
New charms are added, and fuperior grace, 
Then cities rife, and fpiry towns increafe, 
With gilded domes, and ev’ry art of peace. 
Then cultivation fhall extend his pow’r, 
Rear the green blade, and nurfe the tender flow’r A nl 
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Make the fair villa in full fplendors fmile, 

And robe with verdure all the genial foil. 

Then fhall rich commerce court the ee gales, 
And wond’ring wilds admire the pafling fails, 
Where the bold fhips the ftormy Haron brave, 
Where wild Ontario rolls the whit’ning wave, 
Where fair Ohio his pure current pours, 

And Mifliffippi laves th’ extended fhores. 

Then oh, bleft land! with genius unconfin'd, 
With polifh’d manners, and th’ illumin’d mind, 
Thy future race on daring wing thall foar, 
Each feience trace, and all the-arts explore ; 
Till bright religion, beck’ning to thevkies, 
Shall bid thy fons to endlefs glories rife. 

As round thy clime celeftial joy extends, 
‘Thy beauties ripen, and thy pomp afcends ; 
Farther and farther ftill, thy bleffings roll, 

‘To fouthern oceans and the northern pole ; 
Where now the thorn, or tangled thicket grows, 
‘The wildernefs fhall bloffom as the rofe, 
Unbounded defarts unknown charms affume, 
Like Salem flourifh, and like Eden bloom. 

And oh, may heav’n, when all our toils are patt, 
Crown with fuch happinefs our days at laft : 
So rife our fons, like our great fires of old, 

In freedom’s caufe, unconquerably bold ; 


With fpotlefs faith, and morals pure, their name 

Spread thro’ the world, and gain immortal fame. 
And thou Supreme! whofe hand fuftains this ball, 

Before whofe nod, the nations rife and fall, 

Propitious fmile, and fhed diviner charms, 

On this bleft land, the queen of arts and arms: 

Make the per empire rife on wifdom’s plan, 


The feat of blifs, and laft retreat of man. 
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A poem on the happinefs of America, addreffed to the citizens of the united flates* 
Written by col. Humphrys. 


ARGUMENT. 


HE chara&ers to whom the poem is addreffed, and the fubjef of it—peace— 
diffolution of the army—geneval Wa/hington's farewell, advice, and retiree 
ment—apoftrophe to him—the Bappine/ of the Americans, confidered as a free 

and agricultural people—articles which contribute to their felicity, during the dif- 
ferent feafms—winter's amufements, which produce a digriffon, concerning the late 
war, and the author—the pleafures which fucteeded the horrors of war—invoca- 
tion to connubial love—dcfeription of the female fex and charaGer, marriage and do- 
mefiic life in America—the prefent flate of fociety there—the face of the country at 
and fince the period of its difcove he pleafant profpetts exhibited by the progréfs 
of agriculture and population—eulogy of agriculture—addrefs to congre/s—the ge- 
nius of the wefiern world invoked to accelerate our improvements—a treaty of com- 
merce propofed with Great Britain—fuperior advantages for @ marinem America 


called 
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called nj .m to employ her fons om difeoveries, in the carrying trade, fifring, and 
avhaling—tommerce—interrupted by the Algerines—fenfction produced by it in the 
Americans— invocation for powers of expreffion to excite them to revenge—a views 
of the miferies of the prifoners, which terminates in an anathema om the perpetrators 
f Suck crueliies—friends of the captives and ruined merchhnts, how aff:ed—ex- 

ortation to arm, unlefs an equitable peace can be obtained—apoftrophe to the tribue 
tary prwers—refolution to be taken by us—our refources hinted, from a glance at 
the late war—Great Britain and Algiers contrafted—prayer to the Supreme Being 
—an army raifed—preparations for war—a navy formed—naval combat with the 
corfairs—their defeat—their woe—the utter defirudtion of their country—return aud 
rejoicings of the vidtors—a profped?. 
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O* happy people, ye to whom isgiv’n 


A Jand enrich’d with fweeteft dews of heav’n! 
Ye, who poffefs Columbia’s virgin prime, 
In harvefts bleft of ev’ry foil and clime! 
Ye happy mortals, whom propitious fate 5 
Referv’d for actors on a fta bs great ! 
Sons worthy fires of venerable name, 
Heirs of their virtue and immortal fame ; 
Heirs of their rights, ftill better underftood, 
Declar’d in dander and confirm’d in blood : 1Q 
Ye chofen race, your happinefs I fing, 
With all the joys the cherub peace can bring, 
When your tall fleets thall lift their ftarry pride, 
And fail triumphant o’er the bill’wy tide. 

) The fong begins where all our blifs began, 15 
What time th’ Almighty check’d the wrath of man, 
Diftill’d, in bleeding wounds, the balm of peace, 

And bade the rage of mortal difcord ceafe, 
Then foes, grown friends, from toils of flaughter breath’d, 
Then war-worn troops their blood-ftain’d weapons theath’d; 
Then our great chief to Vernon’s fhades withdrew, 
And thus, to parting hofts, pronounc’d adieu : 
** Farewell to public care, to public life : 
** Now peace invites me from the deathful ftrife. 
**_And oh my country, may’ft thou ne’er forget 25 
** Thy bands victorious, and thy honeft debt! 
** If aught, which proves to me thy freedom dear, 
** Gives me a claim to {peak, thy fons fhall hear : 
** On them I call—Compatriots dear and brave, 
** Deep in your breafts thefe warning truths engrave: 
** To guard your facred rights—be juft ! be wife! 
. ** Thence flow your bleffings, there your glory lies. 
** Beware the feuds whence civil war proceeds ; 
* Fly mean fofpicions ; fpurn inglorious deeds ; 


tes* 


= ** Shun fell corruption’s peftilential breath, 5 
js ** To ftates the mrs ae of death. 

a ** Fly diflipation, in whofe vortex whirl’d, 

we ** Sink the proud nations of the elder world. 

i ** Afoid ° 
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** Avoid the hidden {nares that pleafure fpreads, 
** Te feize and chain you in her filken threads ; 40 
** Let not the lutt of gold nor pow’r enthral ; 
* Nor lift to wild ambition’s frantic call: 
** Stop, ftop your ears to difcord’s curt alarms, 
*¢ Which, roufing, drive a mad’ning world to arms: 
** But learn, from others’ woes, fweet peace to prize, 45 
** To know your blifs, and where your treafure lies— 
** Within the compafs of your little farms, 
** Lodg’d in your breafts, or folded in your arms : 
** Bleft in your clime, beyond all nations bleft, 
¢* Whom oceans guard, and boundlefs wilds inveft. 50 
** Nor yet negleét the native force which grows, 
* Your thield from infult, and your wall from foes : 
** But early train your youth, by mimic fights, 
* To ftand the guardians of their country’s rights. 
*s By honour rul’d, with honefty your guide,  §5 
** Be that your bulwark, and be this your pride : 
*¢ Increafe the fed’ral ties : fupport the laws : 
* Guard public faith ; revere religion’s caufe. 
*¢ Thus rife to greatnefs—by experience find, 
* Who live the beft, are greateft of mankind. . 60 
* And ye, my faithful friends (for thus I name 
«¢ My fellow lab’rets in the field of fame) 
** Ye, who for freedom nobly fhed your blood, 3 
** Dy’dev’ry plain, and purpl’d ev’ry flood, 64 
¢¢ Where havoc heap’d of arms and men the wreck, 
** From Georgia’s ftream to walls of proud Quebec ; 
“«< To thefe ftern toils the peaceful fcene fucceeds, 
«* ‘The eyes of nations watch your future deeds, 
*¢ Go aét, as citizens, in life’s retreat, 
** Your parts as well, and make your fame complete : 
¢¢ *Tis our’s, for ever, from this hour to part. 
** Accept th’ effufions of a grateful heart ! 
«* Where’er you go, may milder fates purfue. 
** Receive my warmeft thanks, my laft adieu 4 
THE HERO fpoke........Anawfal paufe enfu’d: 
Each eye was red, each face with tears w'd : 
As if the pulfe of life fufpended ftood, 
An unknown horror chill’d the curdiing blood : 
Their arms were lock’d : their cheeks irriguous met, 
By thy foft trickling dews, affe€tion ! wet. 80 
Words patt all utt’rance mock'd the idle tongue, 
While petrified in final gaze they clung. 
The bands retiring, fought their ancient farms, 
With laurels cota'eatee' with open arms. 
Now citizens, they form no fep’rate clafs, 
But fpread, commixing, thro’ the gen’ral mafs : 
Congenial metals, thus, by chymic flame, 
Diffolve, affimilate, and grow the fame. 


Swords 
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Swords turn’d to fhares, and war to rural toil, 
"The inen, who fav’d, now cultivate the foil. 
In no heroic age, fince time began, 
Appear’d fo great the majefty of man. 
bis tafk complete, before the fires - a 
The hero ftood, and render’d up his truft. 
But who fhall dare defcribe that a&t fupreme, 
And fire his numbers with the glowing theme ? 
Who fing, though aided with immortal pow’rs, 
‘The towns in raptures, and the roads in flow’rs, 
Where’er he pafs’d ? what monarch ever knew 
Such acclamations, burits of joy fo true? 
What fcenes I faw !. how oft, farpris’d, I felt 
Thro’ ftreaming eyes, my heart, dilated, mele ! 
Scenes that no words, no colours can difplay, 
No fculptur’d marble, and no living-lay : 
Yet fall thefe fcenes imprefs my mem’ry ftill, 
Nor lefs the feftal hours of Vernon's hill ; 
Nor that fad moment when ’twas mine to part, 
As the laft heart ftrin g fevers from the heart. 
** Adieu,” I cried,’”’ to Vernon’s fhades, adieu ; 
“« The veftel waits—I fee the beck’ning crew— 110 
** Me now to foreign climes new duties guide 
** O’er the vaft defart of th’ Atlantic tide. 
** *Tis thine, bleft fage, while diftant thunders roll, 
** Unmov‘d thy calm ferenity of foul, 114 
«* *Tis thine, whofe triumphs bade the combat ceafe, 
** 'To prove how glorious are the works of peace ; 
“< 'To lure rich commerce* up thy native bay ; 
‘*’Make freighted barks beyond the mountains ftray ; 
«« Make inland feas through op’ning channels glide ; 
** Monongahela wed Potowmac’s tide : 120 
“ New ftates, exulting, fee the flitting fails 
«* Waft joy and plenty round the peopled vales.”” 
All former empires rofe, the work of guilt, 
On conqueft, blood, or ufurpation built : 124 
But we, taught wifdom by their woes and crimes, 
Fraught with their lore, and born to better times, 
Our conftitutions form’d on freedom’s bafe, 
Which all the bleffings of all lands embrace ; 
Embrace humanity’s extended caufe, 
A world our empire, for a world our laws. 130 
Thrice happy race! how bleft were freedom’s heirs, 
Bleft if they knew what happinefs is theirs, 
Bleft if they knew, to them alone ‘tis giv’n | 


NOT E. 


* General Wafhington is aétually occupied in opening the falls of Po- 
towmac and James’ Rivers, the noble object of which is to extend the navi- 
gation through the interior parts of America. Pofterity will judge whether 


this is not one of the great works of peace worthy the confiftency and digy 
nity of his charaéter, . a . ; 
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To know no fov’reign but the law and heav’n! 
That law for them, and Albion’s realms alone, 135 
On facred juftice elevates her throne ; a 
Regards the poor ; the fatherlefs protects ; 
The widow thields; the proud oppreffor checks ! 
Bleft if they knew, beneath umbrageous trees, 
To prize the joys of innocence and eafe, 140 
Of peace, of health, of temp’rance, toil, and reft, 
And the calm fanfhine of the confcious breaft. 
For them, the {pring his annual tafk refumes, 
Invefts in verdure, and adorns in blooms 
Earth’s parent lap, and all her wanton bow’rs, 145 
In foliage fair, with aromatic flow’rs. 
Their fanning wings the zephyrs gently play, 
And winnow bloffoms from each floating fpray ;- 
In burfting buds the embryo fruits appear, 
The hope and glory of the rip’ning year! 150 
‘The mead that courts the fcythe, the paftur’d vale, 
And garden’d iawn, their breathing {weets exhale. 
On balmy winds a cloud of fragrance moves, 
And floats the odours of a thoufand groves. 
For them, young fummer fheds a brighterday, 155 
Matures the germ with his prolifiec ray ; 
With profpects cheers, demands more ftubborn toil, 
And pays their efforts from the grateful foil. 
"The lofty maize its ears luxuriant yields ; 
The yellow harvefts gild the laughing fields, 160 
Extend o’er all th’ interminable plain, 
And wave in grandeur like the boundlefs main. 
For them, the flock o’er green favannahs feeds : 
For them, high prancing, bound the playful fteeds : 
For them, the heifers fequefter’d dales, 165 
Or pour white neétar in the brimming pails : 
To them, what time the hoary frofts aoe near, 
Ripe autumn brings the labours of the year. 
‘To nature’s fons, how fair th’ autumnal ev’n, 
The fading landfcape, and impurpl’d heav’n, 179 
As from their fields they take their homeward way, 
And turn to catch the fun’s departing ray ! 
What ftreaming fplendors up the tkies are roll’d, 
Whofe calome baghe Tyrian dyes and gold! 174 
Tillnight’s dun curtains, wide o’er all difplay'd, 
Shroud thad’wy fhapes in melancholy fhade. 

Then doubling clouds the wintry fkies deform : 
And, wrapt in vapour, comes the roaring ftorin, 
With fnows furcharg’d, from tops of mountains fails, 
Loads leaflefs trees, and fills the whiten’d vales. * 180 
Then defolation ftrips the faded plains : 
Then tyrant death o’er vegetation reigns : 
The birds of heav’n to other climes repair, 
And deep’ning glooms invade the turbid air, - 
' NOP 
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Nor then, unjoyous, winter’s rigours come, 
But find them happy and content with home ; 
Their gran’ries fill’d—the tafk of culture paft— 
Warm at their fire, they hear the howling blatt, 
With patt'ring rain and fnow, or driving fleet, 
Rave idly loud, and at their window beat : 
Safe from its rage, regardlefs of its roar, 
In vain the tempeft rattles at the door— 
‘The tame brutes fhelter’d, and the feather’d brood 
From them, more provident, demand their food. 
Tis then the time from hoarding cribs to feed 
The ox laborious, and the noble fteed : 
’ *Tis then the time to tend the bleating fold, 
To ftrow with litter, and to fence from cold. 
The cattle fed—the fuel pil’d within— 
At fetting day the blifsful hours begin? 
Tis then, fole owner of his little cot, 
The farmer feels his independent lot ; 
Hears with the crackling blaze, that lights the wall, 
The voice of gladnefs and of nature call, 
Beholds his children play, their mother fmile, 205 
And taites with them the fruit of fammer’s toil. 
From ttormy heav’ns, the mantling clouds unroll’d, 
The fky is bright, the air ferenely cold. 
The kcen north-wett, that heaps the drifted fnows, 
For months entire o’er frozea segions blows : 210 
Man braves his blaft, his gelid breath inhales, 
And feels more vig’rous as the froft prevails. 
‘Th’ obttructed oath, beneath the frequent tread,” 
Yields a fmooth cryftal to the flying fteed. 
"Tis then full oft, in arts of love untry’d, 215 
The am’rous {tripling courts his future bride ; 
And oft, beneath the broad moon’s paler day, 
The village pairs afeend the rapid fleigh ; 
With jocund founds impel th’ enliven’d fteed— 
Say ye, who know their joys, the lulling fpeed, 220 
Atev’ry bridge the tributary kifs, 
Can courtly balls exceed their ruitic blifs ? 
But diffrent ages diff’rent joys infpire, 
Where friendly circles croud the focial fire : 224 
For there the neighbours, gath’ring round the hearth, 
Indulge in tales, news, politics, iad mirth ; 
Nor need we fear th’ exhaufted fund fhould fail, 
While tne old age prolongs the tale. 
There fome old warrior, grown a village fage, 
Whofe locks are whiten'd with the frofts of age, 
While life’s low burning lamp renews its light, 
With tales heroic fhall beguile the night ; 
Shall tell of battles fought, of feats achiev’d, 
And fuff’rings ne’er by human heart conceiv’d ; 
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Shall tell th’ adventures of his early life, 235 
And bring to view the fields of mortal flrife ; 

What time the matin trump to battle fings, 

And on his fteed the horfeman fwiftly fprings, 

While down the line the drum, with thund’ring found, 
Wakes the bold foldier, flumb’ring on the ground ; 
Alarm’d, he flarts ; then fudden joins his band, 241 
Who, rang’d beneath the well-known banner, ftand : 
‘Then enfigns wave, and fignal flags unfurl’d, 

tid one great foul pervade a moving world ; 

Then martial mufic’s all-infpiring breath, 245 
With dulcet fymphonies, leads on to death ; 
Lights in each breaft the living beam of fame ; 
Kindles the fpark ; and fans the kindled flame : 
‘Then meets the ttedfait eye, the fplendid charms 
Of prancing fleeds, of plumed troops and arms :* 250 
Reflected fun-beams, dazzling, gild afar 
The pride, the pomp, and circumftance of war ; 
Then thick as hail-ftones, from an angry fky, 
In voilied fhow’rs, the bolts of vengeance fly ; 
Unnumber’d deaths, promifcuous, ride the air, 255 
While, fwift defcending, with a frightful glare, . 
The big bomb burits ; the fragments fcatter’d round, 
Beat down whole bands, and pulverize the ground. 
"Then joins the clofer fight on Hudfon’s banks: . 
Troops ftrive with troops ; ranks, bending, prefs on ranks ; 
O’er flipp’ry plains, the ttruggling legions reel ; 
Then livid lead and Bayonne’s glitt’ring fteel, 
With dark-red wounds their mangled bofoms bore ; 
While furious courfers, {norting foam and gore, 
Bear wild their riders o’er the carnag’d plain, 265 
And, falling, roll them headlong on the flain. 
To ranks confum’d, another rank fucceeds ; 
Freth viétims fall ; afreth the battle bleeds ; 
And nought of blood can ftaunch the open’d fluice, 
Till night, o’erfhad’wing, brings a grateful truce. 
Thus will the vet’ran teli the tale of wars, 271 
Difclofe his breaft, to count his glorious fears ; 
In mute amazement hold the hit’ning fwains ; 
Make freezing horror creep thro’ all their veins ; 
Or oft, at treedom’s name, their fouls infpire 275 
With patriot ardour and heroic fire. 

I too, perhaps, fhould heav’n prolong my date, 

The oft-repeated tale fhall oft relate ; 
Shall tell the feelings in the fir alarms, 
Of fome bold enterprize th’ unequali’d charms; 280 
Shall tell from whom IJ learnt the martial art, 
With what high chiefs 1 play’d my early part, 
With Parfons firft, whofe eye, with piercing ken, 
Reads thro’ their hearts the -charaéters of men ; 
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Then how I aided, in the foll’wing {cene, 285 
Death-daring Putnam—then immortal Greene— 
‘Then how great Wafhington my youth approv’d, 
In rank preierr’d, and as a parent lov’d, 
(For each fine feeling in his bofom blends 
The firft of heroes, fages, patriots, friends) 290 
With him what hours on warlike plans I {pent, 
Beneath the fhadow of th’ imperial tent ; 
With him how oft I went the nightly round, 
Thro’ moving hofts, or flept on tented ground; 
From him how oft (nor far below the firft 295 
In high behets and confidential truft) 
From him how oft ] bore the dread commands, 
Which deftin’d for the fight the eager bands ; 
With him how oft I paft th’ eventtul day, 
Rode by his fide, as f saat the long array 300 
His awful voiee the columns ons to form, 
To point the thunders, and to pour the ftorm. 
But, thanks to heav’n ! thofe days of blood are o’er, 
‘The trumpet’s clangor, the loud cannon’s roar : 
No more advance the long extended lines, 305 
Front form’d to front—no more the battle joins 
With rufhing fhock—th’ unfufferable found 
Rends not the fkies—nor blood diitains the greund— 
Nor fpread thro’ peaceful villages afar, 
The crimfon flames of defolating war. 310 
No more this hand, fince happier days fucceed, 
Waves the bright blade, or reins the fiery tteed. 
No more for martial fame this bofom burns, 
Now white-rob’d peace to blefs a world returns ; 
Now foft’ring freedom all her blifs beftows, 315 
Unnumber’d bleflings for unnumber’d woes. 
Revolving feafons thus by turns invite 
To rural joys and conjugal delight— 
Oh thou {weet paflion, whofe bleft charm conneéts 
In heav’n’s own ties, the ftrong and feeblerfex! 320 
Shed thy foft empire o’er the willing mind, 
Exalt, adorn, and purify mankind! 
All nature feels thy pow’r. The vocal grove 
With air-borne melody awakes to love ; 
'To love the boldeft tenants of the tky, 325 
To love the little birds, extatic, fly ; 
To love fubmit the monfters of the main, 
And ev’ry beatt that haunts the defart plain : 
But man alone the brighteft flame infpires, 
A {park enkindled from celeftial fires. 330 
Hail, hallow’d wedlock ! purett, happieft ftate, 
Thy untry’d raptures let my fong relate : 
Gire me, ere long, thy myfteries to prove, 
And tafte, as well as fing, the fweets of love ! 
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Ye blooming daughters of the weftern world, 
Whofe locks by artlefs hands are curl’d, 
Whofe imbs of fymmetry, and fnowy breatt, 

Allure to love, in fimple neatnefs drett ; 

Beneath the veil of m » who hide 

The boatt of nature and of virgin pride— 340 
{For beauty needs no meretricious art 

To find a paffage to the op’ning heart) 

Oh make your charms ev’n in my fong admir’d, 

My fong immortal by your charms infpir’d. 

Tho’ lavifh nature fheds each various grace, 945 
That forms the figure, or that decks the face— 
"Though health, with innocence, and glee, the while, 
Dance in their eye, and wanton in their fmile— 
Tho’ mid the lilly’s white unfolds the rofe, 
As on their cheek the bud of beauty blows, 359 
— bloffom of the tranfient fluhh, 

hich glows and reddens to a fcarlet blufh, 
What time the maid, unread in flames and darts, 
Firft feels of love the palpitating ftarts, 354 
Feels from the heart, life's qoicken'd currents glide, 
Her bofom heaving with the bounding tide— 
"Though {weet theirlips, their features more than fair— 
Though curls luxuriant ofuntortur’d hair 
Grow long, and add unutterable charms, 
While ev’ry look enraptures arid alarms ; 
Yet fomething ftill beyond th’ exterior form, 
With goodnefs fraught, with animation warm, 
Infpires their aétions ; dignifies their mien ; 
Gildsev’ry hour ; and beautifies each fcene. 
Tis thofe perfections of fuperior kind, 365 
The moral beauties which adorn the mind ; 
*Tis thofe enchanting founds mellifluous hung, 
In words of truth a kindnefs on their tongue, 
Tis delicacy gives their charms new worth, 
And calls the lovelinefs of beauty forth : 370 
Tis the mild influence beaming from their eyes, 
Like vernal fun-beams round coerulian fkies ; 
Bright emanations of the fpotlefs foul, 
Which warm, and cheer, and vivify the whole! 

Here the fair fex an equal honour claims, 375 
Wakes chafte defire, nor burns with lawlefs flames : 
No eaftern manners, here, confign the charms 
Of beauteous flaves to fome loath’d mafter’s arms : 

No lovely maid in wedlock e’er was fold 

By parents bafe, for mercenary gold ; 380 

Nor forc’d the hard alternative to try, 

To live difhonour’d, or with hunger die. 

Here, uncontroul’d, and foll’wing nature’s voice, 

The happy lovers make th’ unchanging choice, - 
hile 
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While mutual paffions in their bofoms glow, 385 
While foft confeffions in their kiffes flow, 
While their free hands in plightéd faith are giv’n, 
Their vows, accordant, reach approving heav’n. 
Nor here the wedded fair in fplendor vie, 
To fhine the idols of the public eye ; ggo 
Nor place their happinefs, like Europe’s dames, 
In balls and mafquerades, in plays and games; 
Each home felt blifs exchang’d for foreign fports, 
A round of pleafures, or th’ intrigues of courts ; 
Nor feek of government to guide the plan, 895 
And wreft his bold prerogatives from man. 
' What though not forim’d in affeftation’s fchool, 
Nor taught the wanton eye to roll by rule, 
Norhow to prompt the glance, the frown, the fmile, 
Or practice all the little arts of guile— 400 
What though not taught the ufe of female arms, 
Nor cloth’d in panoply of conqu’ring charms, 
Like fome fine garnifh’d heads—th’ exterior fair, 
In paints, cofmetics, powder, borrow'd hair : 
Yet theirs are pleafures of a diff’rent kind, 405 
Delights at home, more ufeful, more refin’d : 
‘Theirs are th’ attentions, theirs the {miles that pleafe, 
With hofpitable cares and modeft eafe : 
Their youthful tafte, improv’d by finer arts, 409 
‘Their minds embellith’d, and refin’d their hearts— 
*Tis theirs to aét, in ftill fequefter’d life, 
The glorious sy of parent, friend, and wife: i 
What namelefs grace, what unknown charm is theirs, 
‘To foothe their partners, and divide their cares, 
Calm raging pain, delay the parting breath, 415 
And li it a {mile on the wan cheek of death! 
No feudal ties the rifing genius mar, 
Compel to fervile toils, or drag to war ; 
But, free, each youth his fav’rtte courfe purfues, 
The plough paternal, or the fylvan mufe. 420 
For here exiits, once more, th’ Arcadian fcene, 
Thofe fimple manners, and that golden mean : 
Here holds fociety its middle ftage, 
Between too rude and too refin’d an age ; 
Far from that age, when not a gleam of light 425 
The difmal datkacks cheer’d, of gothic night 
From brutal rudenefs of that favage ftate— 
As from refinements which o’erhale the great, 
Thofe diffipations which their blifs annoy, 
And blaft and poifon each domettic joy. 430 
What tho’ for us, the pageantry of kings, 
Crowns, thrones, and fceptres, are fuperfluous things ; 
What tho’ we lack the gaudy pomp that waits 
On eaftern monarchs, or defpotic ftates ; 
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Yet well we {pare what realms defpotic feel, 

Oppreffion’s Coupes and perfecution’s wheel. 
What tho’ no fplendid {poils of other times 

Invite the curious to thefe weftern climes; 

No virtuofo, with fantaftic aim, 

Here hunts the fhadow of departed fame ; 

No piles of rubbith his attention call, 

Nor myftic obelifk, or ftoried wall : 

No ruin’d ftatues claim the long refearch ; 

No fliding columns and no crumbling arch ; 

Infcriptions, half etfac’d, and falfely read, 

Or cumbrous relics of th’ unletter’d dead ; 

Yet here I rove untrodden fcenes among, 

Catch infpiration for my rifing fong ; 

See nature’s grandeur awfully e fold, 4 

And, rapt in thought, her works fublime behold : 

For here vaft wilds, which human foot ne’er trod, 

Are mark’d with footfeps of a prefent God ; 

His forming hand, on nature’s Proadett {cale, 

O’er mountains mountains pil’d, and fcoop’d the vale ; 

Made fea-like ftreams in deeper channels run, 455 

And roll’d thro’ brighter heay’ns his genial fun. 

In vain, of day that rolling, lucid eye 

Look’d down in mildnefs Tala the Ciiling fky ; 

In vain, the germe of vegetation lay, n 

And pin’d in thades, fecluded from the day ; 460 

In vain, this theatre for man fo fair, 

Spread all its charms for bea(ts or birds of air ; 

Or favage tribes, who, wand’ring through the wood, 

From beafts and birds obtain’d precarious food : 

Till great Columbus rofe, and, led by heav’n, 465 

Call'd worlds to view, beneath the tkirts of ev’n. 
Rife, daring mufe, with bolder flight explore 

The heav’nly wonders for thefe climes in ftore : 

Sing nature lab’ring with her lateft birth, 

And a new empire rifing on the earth ! 47° 
Now other fcenes in thefe bleft climes prevail : 

'The founds of population fill the gale : 

‘The dreary waites, by mighty toile reclaim’d, 


Deep marthes drain’d, wild woods and thickets tam’d ; 
Now fair Columbia, child of heay’n, is feen 475 
In flow’r of youth, and robes of lovely green, 

‘Than — fairer, on her bridal morn, 


Whom all the graces, all the loves adorn, 
Here planters find a ceafelefs fource of charms 

In clearing fields, and adding farms to farms: 480 

*Tis independence prompts their daily toil, 

And calls forth beauties from the defart foil : 

What untry’d pleafure fills each raptur’d fenfe, 

When fturdy toil, thro’ darken’d wilds smal, 
Tirfk 
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¥irft pours the day-beams on the op’ning glade, 485 
And glebes embrown’d with sveshtieg fhade ! 
Here equal fortunes, eafe, the ground their own, 
Augment their numbers with increafe unknown. 
Here hamlets grow. Here Europe’s pilgrims come 
From vaflall’d woes to find a quiet home. 49° 
The eye no view of waning cities meets, 
Of mould’ring domes, of narrow, fetid ftreets ; 
Of grey-hair’d wreiches, who ne’er own’d a thed, 
And beggars dying tor the want of bread : 
But oft, in tranfport, round th’ horizon roves, 495 
O’er mountains, vallies, towns, and ftately groves; 
’ 'Then dwells, beit pleas’d, on cultivated plains, 
Steeds, flocks, and herds, commix’d with lab’ring fwains. 
Hail, agriculture! by whofe parent aid, 
The deep foundations of our ftates are laid ; §00 
The feeds of greatnefs by thy hand are fown ; 
Thefe fhall mature with thee and timealone : 
But ftill conduct us on thy fober plan, 
Great fource of wealth, and earlieft friend of man. 
Ye rev’rend fathers! props of freedom’s caufe, 
Who rear'd an empire by your fapient laws, 506 
With bleft example give this leffon weight, 
*« That toil and virtue make a nation great !”” 
Then fhall your names reach earth’s remotetft clime, 
Rife high as heav’n, and brave the rage of time— 
His lift’ning fons the fire fhall oft remind, 5 
What parent fages firft in congrefs join’d : 
The fatthful Hancock grac’d Son early fcene, 
Great Wafhington appear’d in godlike mien, 
Jay, Laurens, Clinton, ikill’d in ruling men, 515 
And he, who, earlier, held the farmer’s pen. 
*T was Lee, illuftrious, at the fathers’ head, 
The daring way to independence led. 
The felf-taught Sherman urg’d his reafons clear, 
And all the Vishagiean to lt dear : 52 
What countlefs names in fair proceffion a 
With Rutledge, Johnfon, Nath, demand the fong ! 
And chiefly ye, of human kind the friends, 
On whofe high tafk my humbler toil attends, 
Ye who, uniting realms in leagues of peace, 525 
The fum of human happinefs increafe ! 
Adams, the fage, a patriot from his yeuth, 
Whofe deeds are honour, and whofe voice is truth ;' 
Undying Franklin, from the hill of fame, 
Who bids the thunders fpread his awfulname; 530° 
And Jefferfon, whofe mind with fpace extends, 
Each fcience woos, all knowledge comprehends, 
Whofe patriot deeds and elevated views 
Demand the tribute of a loftier mufe :— 
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Tho’ Randolph, Hofmer, Hanfon fleep in death, 
Still thefe great patriots draw the vital breath : 
And can a nation fail in peace to thrive, 





§36 


Where fuch trong talents, fuch high worth furvive ? 


Rous’d at the thought, by vatt ideas fir’d, 

His breaft enraptur’d, and his tongue infpir’d, 

Another * om in confcious genius bold, 

Now fings the new world happier than the old. 
Great genius of our world, aflert our fame, 

In other bards awake the dormant flame! 

Bid vivid colours into being ftart, 

Men grow immortal by the plaftic art! 

Bid columns fwell, ftupendous arches bend, 

Proud cities rife, aerial {pires afcend ! 

Bid mufic’s pow’r the pangs of woe afluage! 

With nobler views intpire th’ enlighten’d age ! 

In freedom’s voice pour all thy bolder charms, 

Till reafon fupercede the force of arms, 

‘Till peaceful ftreainers in each gale fhall play, 

From orient morning to defcending day. 

In mortal breafts fhall hate immortal lait ? 

Albion! Columbia! foon forget the paft! 

In friendly intercourfe your int’refts blend! 

From common fires your gallant fons defcend ; 

From free-born fires in toils of empire brave— 

*Tis yours to heal the mutual wounds ye gave. 

Let thofe be friends, whom kindred blood allies, 

With language, laws’, religion’s holieft ties! 

Yes, mighty Albion! fcorning low intrigues, 

With young Columbia form commercial leagues. 

So thall mankind, thro’ endlefs years, admire 
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More potent realms than Carthage leagu’d with Tyre. 
Where lives the nation fraught with fuch refource, 


Such vaft materials for a naval force? 

Where grow fo rife, the iron, matts, and fpars, 
The hemp, the timber, and the daring tars ? 
Where gallant youths, inur’d to heat and cold, 


Thro’ ev’ry zone, more hardy, flrong, and bold ? 


Let other climes of other produce boatt : 

Let gold, let di’monds grow on India’s coaft : 
Let flaming funs from arid plains exhale 

The fpicy odours of Arabia’s gale : 

Let fragrant fhrubs, that bloom in regionsealm, 
Perfumes expiring, bleed ambrofial balm : 

Let olives flourifh in Hefperia’s foil, 

Ananas ripen in each tropic ifle : 

Let Gallia gladden in her clutt’ring vines : 

Let Spain exult in her Peruvian mines : 


NOT EE, 
Pi Mr. Barlow, author of the vifion of Columbus, 
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Poem on the bappinefi of America. 
Let plains of Barb’ry boaft the gen’rous fteed, 
Far-fam’d for beauty, ftrength, and matchlefs {peed ; 
But men, Columbia, be thy fairer growth, 585 
Men of firm nerves, who fpurn at fear and floth, ) 
Men of high courage, like their fires of old, 

In labour patient, as in danger bold ! 

Then wake, Columbia! daughter of the fkies, 
Awake to glory, and to greatnefs rife ! 590 
Arife and {pread thy virgin charms abroad, 

Thou laft, thou faireft offspring of a God ; 

Extend thy view where future bleffings lie, 

‘And ope new profpeéts for th’ enraptur’d eye! 

See a new era on this globe begun, 595 
And circling years in brighter orbits run! 

See the fair dawn of univerfal peace, 

When hell-born difcord thro’ the world thal] ceafe! 
Commence the tafk aflign’d by heav’n’s decree, 

From pirate rage to vindicate the fea ! 600 

Bid thy live oaks, in fouthern climes that grow, 
And pines that fhade the northern mountain’s brow, 
In mighty pomp defcending on the main, 

With fails expanded, fweep the watry, plain : ” 
Thy rifing ftars in unknown tkies difplay, . 605 
And bound thy labours with the walks of day. 
Bid from the fhore a philanthropic band, 
The torch of fcience glowing in their hand, 
O’er tracklefs waves extend their daring toils, 
To find and blefs a thoufand peopled ifles ; 6:10 
Not lur’d to blood by domination’s luft, 
The pride of conquett, or of gold the thirft ; 
Not arm’d by impious zeal with burning brands, 
‘To {catter flames and ruin round their ftrands ; 
Bid them to wilder’d men new lights impart, 615 

Heav’n’s nobleit gifts, with ev’ry ufeful art. 

Bid thy young fons, whom toil for glory forms, 
New {kill acquiring, learn to brave the ftorms, 

To ev'ry region thy glad harveft bear— 

Where happy nations breathe a milder air ; 620 

Or where the natives feel the fcorching ray, 

And pant and faint beneath a flood of day ; 

Or thro’ thofe feas where mounts of ice arife, 

Th’ eternal growth of hyperborean tkies, 

Where feeble raylefs funs obliquely roll, 625 

Or one Iong night invefts the frozen pole. 

Then bid thy northern train who draw the line, 

In ocean’s caverns find a richer mine, 

Than fam’d Potofi’s or Golconda’s ore, 

Or all the treafures of the Afian fhore. 630 

Bid them with hooks delufive ply the flood, 
And feed whole kingdoms <a finny broed. 
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And bid thy youths, whofe brawny limbs are ftrung 

For bolder toilspurfue thofe toils unfung— 

Purfue thro’ foreign feas, with vent’rous fail, 635 

The dreadful combat of th’ enormous whale : 

Lo where he comes, the foaming billows rife! 

See fpouted torrents cloud the mifty fkies ; 

See in the {kiff the bold harpooner ftand, 

The murd’ring iron in his fkilfol hand ; 640 

From him alone th’ attentive youths await 

A joyful vidt’ry, or a mournful fate: 

His meas’ring eye the diftance now explores, 

His voice now checks, and now impels the oars : 

The panting crew a folemn filence keep, 645 

Stillnefs and horror hover o’er the deep ; 

Now nigh he kens a vulnerable part, 

And hurls with deadly aim the barbed dart ; 

‘The wounded monfter plunging through th’ abyfs, 

Makes uncoil’d cords in bolliag watershifs— 650 

And oft the boat, drawn headlong down the wave, 

Leads trembling feamen to their watry grave ; 

And oft, when rifing on his back eh: 

Is dafh’d on high, in countlefs ‘pieces torn. 

But now afar fee ocean’s monarch rife, 655 

O’er troubled billows fee how faft he flies, 

And drags the feeble fkiff along the flood, 

Lafh’d into foam, and actrees 5 red with blood ! 

At length fubfides the elemental ftrife, 

His rage exhaufted with his ebbing life ; 660 

As tow’rs a rock on fome tky-circled plain, 

So looms his carcafe o’er the dufky main. 

Elate, the victors urge the added toil, 

Extraét the bone, and fill their fhip with oil. 664 
Fraught with the germe of wealth, our feamen roam 

To foreign marts, and bring new treafures home ; 

From either Ind’ and Europe's happier fhore, 

Th’ affembled produce crouds the merchant's ftore : 

From eat to weft the fruits and {pices fweet 

On our full boards in rich profufion meet ; 670 

Canary ifles their lufcious vintage join ; 

In cryftal goblets flows the amber wine ; 

European artifts fend their midnight toil 

Forcrade materials of our virgin foil ; 

For us, in tiffue of the filken loom, 675 

The lilacs bluth, the damafk rofes bloom ; 

For us in diftant mises the metals grow, 

Prolific fource of pleafure, care, and woe ! 

Ne’er may our fons for heaps of ufelefs wealth, 

Exchange the joys of freedom, peace, or health, 680 

But make ev’n riches to their weal conduce, 

And prize their fplendor by their public ufe ! ~ 
is 
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Tis thus our youth, thro’ various climes afar, 
From toils of peace obtain the nerves of war— 
But what dark profpect interrupts our joy ? 685 
What arm prefumptuous dares our wade annoy? 
Great God ! the rovers who infult thy waves, 
Have feiz’d our thips, and made our freemen flaves ; 
And hark! the cries of that difaftrous band O89 
Float o’er the main, and reach Columbia's ftrand—~— 
The wild alarm from ocean fpreads around, 
And circling echoes propagate the found, 
From {mooth Saluda, fed with filver rills, 
Up the Blue-ridge, o’er Alleganean hills ; 
To where Niagara tremendous roars, 695 
As o’er white-fheeted rocks his torrent pours, 
The dreadful cataraét whole regions fhakes 
Of boundlefs woods and congregated lakes ! 
To fartheft Kennebeck, adown whofe tide, 
The future fhips, unfafhion’d, monftrous glide, 708 
On whofe rough banks, where ftood the favage den, 
The axe is heard and bufy hum of men— 
But hark! their labours and their accents ceafe, 
A warning voice has interdiéted peace, 
Has fpread thro’ cities, gain’d remoteft farms, 405 
And fir’d th’ indignant ftates with new alarms : 
The fickly flame in ev'ry bofom burns, 
Like gloomy torches jn fepulchral urns. 
Why fleep’ft thou, Barlow, child of genius ? why 
Seeit thou, bleft Dwight, our land in fadnefs lie ? 
And where is Trumbull, earlieft boaft of fame? 710 
*Tis yours, ye bards, to wake the fmother’d flame— 
To you, my deareft friends ! the tafk belongs, 
To roufe your country with heroic fongs ; 
For me, tho’ glowing with conceptions warm, 71§ 
I find no equal words to give them form : 
Pent in my breaft, the mad’ning tempeft raves, 
Like prifon’d fires in Etna’s burning caves : 
a me why reams ge num _ a ‘i 
y, niggard lan A ou balk my foul! 720 
Come thon Swyeet ea of another’s woe, 
That mak’ft the heart to melt, the eye to flow ! 
Come thou, keen feeling, livelieft fenfe of wrong ! 
Aid indignation and infpine my fong! 
"Teach me the woes of flavery to paint, 725 
Beneath whofe weight our captur'd freemen faint ! 
‘Teach me in thades of Stygian night to trace, 
In characters of hell the pirate race! 
Teach me, prophetic, to difclofe their doom, 
A new-born nation trampling on their tomb! 73° 
What mortal terrors all my fenfes feize, 
Poflefs my heart, and life’s warm current freeze i 
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Why grow my eyes with thick foffufions dim ? 
What vifionary forms before me {wim ? 934 
Where am I ? Heav’ns! ‘what mean thefe dol’rous cries ? 
And what thefe horrid fcenes that round me rife ? | 
Heard ye the groans, thofe meffengers of pain ? 
Heard ye the clanking of the captive's chain? 
Heard ye your free-born fons their fate deplore, 
Pale in their chains, and lab’ring at the oar? 740 
Saw ye the dungeon, in whofe blackeft cell, 
‘That houfe of woe, yourfriends, your children dwell ? 
Or faw ye thofe, who dread the tort’ring hour, 
Crufh’d by the rigors of a tyrant’s pow’r? 
Saw ye the fhrinking flave, th’ uplifted lath, 945 
The frowning butcher, and the red’ning gafh ? 
Saw ye the freth blood where it bubbling broke, 
From purple fcars, beneath the griding ftroke ? 
Saw ye the naked limbs, writh’d to fro, 
In wild contorfions of convulfing woe ? 759 
Felt ye the blood, with pangs alternate roll’d, | 
Thrill thro’ your veins, and freeze with death-like cold, 
Or fire, as down the tear of pity ftole, | 
7 manly breafts, and harrow up the foul ? 
me guardian pow’r in mercy intervene, 755 
Hide nee haere the cruel fcene! : 
Oh ftop the fhrieks, that tear niy tortur’d ear ! 
Ye vifions, vanifh! dungeons, difappear! 
Ye fetters, burit! ye monfters fierce, avaunt ! 
Infernal furies on thofe monfters haunt ! 760 
Parfue the foot-fteps of that mifcreant crew, 
Purfue in flames, with hell-born rage purfue ! 
Shed fuch dire ¢urfes as all utt’rance mock, 
Whofe plagues aftonifh, and whofe horrors fhock ! 
Great maledi¢tions of eternal wrath, 765 
Which, like heav’n’s vial’d vengeance, finge and {cathe ! 
‘Transfix with fcorpion ftings the callous heart! 
Make blood-fhot eye-balls from their fockets ftart ! 
For balm, pour brimftone in their wounded foul ; 
Then ope, perdition, and ingulf them whole! 779 
How long will heav’n reftrain its burfting ire, 
Nor rain blue tempefts of devouring fire ? 
How long thall widows weep their’ fons in vain, 
The prop of years in flav’ry’s iron chain ! 
How long the love-fick maid, unheeded, rove 775 
‘The founding fhore, and call her abfent love ; 
With wafting tears and fighs his lot bewail, 
And feem to fee him in each coming fail ? 
How long the merchant turn his failing eyes, 
In defperation, on the feas and ties, 780 
And afk his.captur’d fhips, his rents geet 
With frantic savings, of the heav’ns and floods ? 


How 














Poem on the happinrfs of America. 


How long, Columbians dear! will ye complain 
Of thefe curft infults on the open main? 

In timid floth fhall injur’d brav’ry fleep ? 785 
Awake ! awake ! avengers of the deep ! 

Revenge ! revenge! the voice of nature cries : 

Awake to glory, and to vengeance rife! 

To arms! to arms ! ye bold indignant bands! 

Tis heav’n infpires ; *tis God himfelf commands. 
Save human nature from fuch deadly harms, 791 
By force of reafon, or by force of arms. 

O ye great pow’rs, who paffports bafely crave, 
From Afric’s lords, to fail the midland wave— 

Great fallen pow’rs, whofe gems and golden bribes 
Buy paltry paffports from thefe favage tribes— 796 
Ye whofe fine purples, filks, and ftuffs of gold, 

An annual me! a their dark limbs infold— 

e whofe mean policy for them equ ipt, 
‘To plague mankind, the | eraad ips— 800 
Why will ye buy your infamy fo dear ? 

Is it felf-int’reft, or a daftard fear? 

Is it becaufe ye meanly think to gain 

Aricher commerce on th’ infefted main ? 

Is it becaufe ye meanly with to fee 805 
Your rivals chain'd, yourfelves ignobly free ? 

Who gave commiffion to thefe montters fierce, 

To hold in chains the himbled univerfe ? 

Would God, would nature, would their conqu’ring fwords, 
Without your meannefs, make them ocean’s lords ? 
What! Do ye fear? nor dare their ‘gut provoke ? 
Would not that bubble burft beneath your ftroke? 8:12 
And fhall the weak remains of barb’rous rage, 
Infulting, triumph o’er th’ enlighten’d age? 

Do ye not feel confufion, horror, fhame, 815 
To bear a hateful, tributary name ? 

Will ye not aid to wipe the foul difgrace, 

And break the fetters from the human race ? 

Then, though unaided by thefe mighty pow’rs, 
Ours be the toil ; the danger, glory ours : 820 
‘Then, O my friends, by heav’n ordain’d to free, 

From tyrant rage, the long-infefted fea— 

‘Then let us firm, though blitary, ftand, 

‘The fword, and olive-branch in either hand : 

An equal peace propofe with reafon’s voice, 825 
Or ruth to arms, if arms fhould be their choice. 

Stung by theircrimes, can aught your vengeance ftay ? 

Can terror daunt you ? or can death difmay ? 

The foal enrag’d, can threats, can tortures tame, 

Or the dank dungeon quench th’ etherial flame? 830 
Have ye not once to heav’n’s dread throne appeal’d, 
And has not heav’n your independence feal’d ? 
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What was the pow’r ye dar’d that time engage, 

And brave the terrors of its hoftile rage ? 

Was it not Britain, great in warlike toils, 835 
The firft of nations, as the queen of ifles— 

Britain, whofe fleets, that rul’d the briny furge, 
Made navies tremble to its utmoft verge, 

Whofe fingle arm held half the world at odds, 

Great nurfe of fages, bards, and demigods ! 840 
But what are thefe whofe threatnings round you burt ? 
Of men the dregs, the feebleft, vilett, wort ; 
Thefe are the pirates from the Barb’ry ftrand, 
Audacious mifcreants, fierce, yet feeble band ! 

Who, impious, dare (no provocation giv’n) $45 
Infult the rights of man—the laws of heay’n! 

Wilt thou not rife, oh God, to plead our caufe, 

Affert thine honour, and defend thy Jaws! 

Wilt thou not bend thine awful throne to hear 

‘The pris’ner’s cry, and ftop the falling tear ! 850 
Wilt thou not ftrike the guilty race with dread, 

On impious realms thy tenfold fury thed ! 

Oh thou Moft High, be innocence thy care, - 

Oh make thy red right arm of vengeance bare, 
Refume in wrath the thunders thou haft huri'd,  85§ 
To blight the tenants of the nether world ! Ye 
Thou God of hofts, our ftedfatt councils guide, 

Lead forth our arms, and crufh the fons of pride ! 

Bat hark ! the trumps, as if by whirlwinds blown, 
Sound from celd Lawrence to the burning zone! 869 
Thy caufe, humanity, that fwells their breath, 

Wakes in each bofom cool contempt of death— 

By rumbling drums from diftant regions call’d, 

Men, {corning pirate rage, ftart unappall’d ; 

With eye-balls faming, cheeks of crimfon flufh, &65 

From rice-green fields, amd fir-clad mountains rufh, 

High mettled youth—unus’d to fights of lain, 

OF hoftile navies, or the ftormy main— 

Enrag’d, they leave unfinifh’d turrows far, 

Todare the deep, and toil in fields of war: 370 

From dreams of peace, ftern-vifag’d vet’rans wake, 

Their rattling arms, with grafp indignant, fhake ; 

Thofe arms, their pride, their country’s gift, what day 

To independence had op’d the way ; 

Frowning wide ruin, terrible rife, 875 

Like battling thunders burfting from the fkies. 

From Erie’s inland vales, unnam’d in fong, 

In native fiercenefs pour the hunter throng ; 

Beneath their rapid march realms roll behind; 879 

Their uncomb’d locks loofe floating on the wind . 

Coarfe their worn garbs—they place their only pride 

In the dread rifle, oft in battle tried. With 
i 














Diem vn the beppiegh of Anrish, 


With aim unbalk’d, whofe leaden vengeance fings, 
Sure as the dart the king of terrors flings : 
So erft, brave Morgan, thy bold hunters fped— 885 iF 
Such light-arm’d youths the oe Fayette led, ie 
Ere Steuben brought the Praffian lore from far, i. 
Or Knox created all the ftores of — 
Thro’ tented fields impatient ardour fpreads— 
Rous’d by the ‘tramp the courfers rear their heads, 
Snoff in the tainted gale the fulph’rous grain, 898 
Refponfive neigh, and prance the wide champaign, 
N ow preparation forms the gleaming blade ; ; 
_In moulds capacious pond’rous deaths are made : 
In crouded docks th’ inceffant labour glows ; 895 
The tooi refounds—the wond’rous ftruéture grows— 
Propp’d on the ftocks, ftupendous navies ftand, 
Raife their huge bulks, and darken all the ftrand ; 
Till tow’ring fleets from diff’rent harbours join’d, 
Float on the pinions of the fav’ring wind ; 
Tall groves of mafts, like mountain foretts, rife ; 
Wav’ high in air, the crimfon ftreamer flies : 
To profp’rous gales the canvas wide unfurl’d 
Bears the rous’d vengeance round the watry world : 
See ! ocean whitens with innum’rous fails ; » 905 
Be ftill, ye ftorms ! breathe foft, ye friendly gales e | 
See! where Columbia’s mighty fquadron runs . 
To climes illum’d by other ftars and funs ; 
Gains the deep ftreight, afcends the midland wave, 
Of aneient ficets th’ unfathomable grave ! gis 
When freedom’s ardent chiefs, with eager eye, 
Dim thro’ the midft the cerfair force defcry ; 
"Their cloudlike fails hang in the diftant heav’n, 
Like thad’wy vapours of afcending ev’n— 
Here o’er the topmaft, flames th’ imperial ftar, = 915 
‘There the red crefcent leads the coming war. 
Th’ obftructions clear’d—obliquely on the gales— ‘ 
With open ports—half-furl’d the flapping fails— . 
Near and more near, athwart the bill'wy tide, ; 
In terrors'arm’d, the floating bulwarks glide; 920 
Tier pil’d o’er tier, the fleeping thunder lies, 
Anon to rend the fhudd’ring main and fkies. 
Ere yet they fhut the narrow fpace between, 
Begins the prelude of a bloodier fcene— f 
With fadden touch, “—~ hroated engines roar, 725 f 
Pierce heav’n’s blue vault, and dafh the waves to fhore; | 
‘Then mad’ning billows mock the fearful found, 
While o’er their furface globes of iron bound ; 
Unknown concuffions rolling o’er their heads, f 
Far fly the monfters round their coral beds. 93° 
The battle clofes—fiercer fights begin— 
And hollow hulls reverberate the din : 
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‘The green waves blacken as the tempeft lours, 
Chain bolts and langrage rain in dreadful fhow’rs ; 
Ship lock’d to thip, hangs o’er the foaming flood, 
"The black fides wrapt in flame, the decks in blood : 
From both the lines now fmoke, now flames afpire, 
Now clouds they roll, now gleam a ridge of fire : 
On hoftile prows, Columbia’s heroes ftand, | 
Conqu’ring ’mid death, or dying fwordin hand: 940 
Promifcuous cries, with fhouts confus’dly drown’d, 

In the wild uproar, fwell the dol’rous found : 

And nought Fitingt is heard, and nought is feen, 
Where wreaths of vapour hov’ring intervene, 

Save when black grains expand imprifon’dair, 945 
‘The thunders wake, and fhoot a livid glare : 

Then ghaftly forms are feen by tranffent gleams, 

The dead and wounded drench’d in purple ftreams. 
Now helmlefs fhips in devious foutes are driv’n, 
‘The cordage torn, the mafts to atoms riv’n : 250 

Now here “ glow with curling waves of fire, 

In one explofion total crews expire. 

Here barks relinquifh’d, burnt to ocean’s brink, 

Half veil’d in crimfon clouds begin to fink. 

With men fubmerg’d, there frailer fra ts float, 

._ Here yawning gulfs abforb th’ o’erloaded boat: 956 
There red-hot halls, that graze the waters, hifs, , 

And plunge the gallies down the dread abyfs, 


Here fhatter’d limbs—there garments dipt in blood, 
With mingling crimfon ftain the foughten flood, g60 
While Afric’s pirates, fhrinking from the day, 


By terror urg’d, drag wounded hulks away. 
As when two adverfe ftorms, impetuous driv’n, 
From eaft and weft, fail up the azure heav'n, 
In oe of day together run, 965 
Explode their fires, and blot with night the fun— 
‘The eaftern c its flames expir’d at laft, 
Flies from the lightning of the weftern blatt : 
So fled the corfair line the blighting ftroke 
Of freedom’s thunder—fo their battle broke 9706 
As if by heav’n’s own arm fubdu’d at length, 
~ "Their courage perith’d, wither’d all their ftrength. 
Ohethen let viét’ry ftimulate the chace, 
To free from fhamefol chains the human race, 
‘Te-drive thefe pirates from th’ infulted waves, 975 
To ope their dungeons to defpairing flaves, 
To {natch from impious hands and break the rod, 
Which erft defac’d the likenefs of a God : 
‘Then feize th’ occafion, call the furious gales, — 
Crack bending oars, ftretch wide inflated fails 980 
On rapid wings of wind the tempeft bear, 
Make death’s deep tubes with lurid lightnings way 
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Like evanefcent mifts, difpel their hofts, 
And with deftruétion’s befom {weep their coatts. 

Woe to proud Algiers; to your princes woe! 98 
Your pride is falling, with your youths laid low— 
Woe to ye people, woe, diftrefs, and fears ! 

Your hour is come to drink the cup of tears : 
A ghaftly palenefs gathers on your cheeks, 989 
While mem’ry haunts your ears with captive fhrieks ; 
Then ftifled confcience wak’ning dares to cry, 
‘€ Think on your crimfon crimes, defpair, and die.”— 
Then ruin comes, with fire, and {word, and blood: 
’ And men fhall afk, where once your cities ftood ? 

’Tis done! Behold th’ uncheary profpetts rife; 995 
Unwonted glooms the filent coafts laspale : 
The heav’ns with fable clouds are overcaft, 
And death-like founds ride on the hollow blait— 
The rank s ruftling to the paflin eC: 
Ev’n a ga the year St Fa. 
No bufy marts appear, no crouded ports, 
No rural dances, and no fplendid courts ; 
In halls, fo late with feafts, with mufic crown’d, 
No revels fport, nor mirthful cymbals found. 
Faftidious pomp ! how are thy pageants fled! 10005 
How fleep the falien in their lowly bed! 
Their cultur’d fields to defolation turn’d, 
‘The buildings levell’d, and th’ enclofures burn’d. 
Where the fair garden bloom’d, the thorn fucceeds, 
*Mid noxious brambles and envenom’d weeds.. 1010 
O’er fallow plains, no vagrant flocks are feen, 
To print with tracks, or crop the dewy green. 
The Plague, where thoufands felt his mortal ftings, 
In vacant air his fhafts promifcuous flings ; 
Here walks in darknefs, thirfting @ill for gore, 1015 
And raves, unfated, round the defart fhore— 
‘The fandy wafte, th’ immeafurable heath, 
oo are prowl’d by —— no Lag 

ere tawny lions guard their gory den ; 

‘There birds of prey ufurp the a ofmen; 109%@ 
Thro’ dreary wilds, a mournful echo calls, 
From —— tow’rs and defolated walls. 
Where the wan light thro’ broken windows gleams, 
The fox looks out, the boding raven {creams ; 
While trembling travellers in wild amaze, 1085 
On wreeks of » and piles of ruin, 
PR wwe — = mark the day of doom, 
carcely icatter portentous gloom— 
When, rock’d the ground, convuls’d each roaring flood, 
‘The ftars fhall fall, the fun be turn’d to blood, i0oge 
The globe itfelf diffolve in fluid fire, 
‘Time be no more, and man’s whole race expire. 
Thus hath thy hand, = God ! thro’ ev'ry Te. 
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When ripe for ruin, pour’d on man thy rage: ’ 
So didft thou ‘ert on Bab lon let fall ‘ _ 1039 ” 
‘The plagues thy hand inferib’d upon the wall : 

So didft thou give Sidonia’s fons for food, 

‘To cow’ring eagles, drunk with human blood ; 

Seal in thy wrath imperial Salem’s doom, 

And fweep her millions to a common*tomb. 104@ 

But let us turn from objects that difgutt, 

The ghofts of empires and of men accurtt ; 

‘Turn we from fights that pain the feeling breaft, 

‘To where new nations populate the weit: . 

For there, anon, fhall new’ auroras rife, 1045 
And, flceaming, brighten up th’ Adantic tkies, 

Back on the folar path, with living ray, 

Heav’n’s own pure fplendors pour a tide of day. 

And lo! fuceefsful from heroic toils, 

With glory cover’d, andenrich’d with fpoils, 105@ 
With garlands waving o’er thefe fpoils of war, | 
‘The pomp preceded by th’ imperial ftar, 

*Mid fhouts of joy, from liberated flaves, 

In triumph ride th’ avengers of the waves. 

And fee they gain Columbia’s happy ftrand, 1055 
Where anxious crouds in expe¢tation ftand. 
See raptur’d nations hail the kindred race, 

And court the heroes to their fond embrace : 

In fond embraces ftrain’d, the captive clings, 
And feels and looks unutterable things. 1060 
See there the widow finds her darling fon, 

See in each others’ arms the lovers run, 

With joy tumultuous their fwoll’n bofoms glow, 

And one fhort moment pays for years of woe! 

When grateful fports and feftal fongs proclaim 1065 
Their joys domeftic, and their diftant fame. 

Then glorious days, by hallow’d bards foretold, 
Shall far furpafs the fabled age of gold, — | 
‘The human mind its nobleft pow’rs difplay, 
And knowledge, rifing to meridian day, 

Shine like the Lib'ral fun ; th’ illurmin'’d youths 
By fair difcuffion find immortal truths. 

Why turns th’ horizon red ? the dawn is near ; 
Infants of light, ye harbingers appear ! 

With ten-fold brightnefs gild the happier age, 107, 
And light the a¢tors o’er a broader ftage ! 

This drama clofing—ere th’ approaching end, 

See heav’n’s perennial year to earth defcend. 

‘Then wake, Columbians ! fav’ rites of the tkies, 
Awake to glory, and to rapture rife! 1080 
Behold the dawn of your afcending fame, 
Jilume the nations witha purer flame ; 
Progreffive fplendors fpread o’er ev'ry clime! 
‘Then rapt in vifions of unfolding time, 
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Yo the ladies.—-Lines, addrefs'd ta a cogue:te, 


Pierce midnight clouds that hide his dark abyfs, 108; 

And fee, in embryo, fcenes of future blifs! 

See days and months and years there roll in night, 

While age fucceeding age afcends to light, 

Till your bleft offspring, countlefs as the itars, 

_ Jn @pen ocean quench the toreh of wars ; 1090 

With god-like aim, in one firm union bind, 
{ The common good and int’reft of mankind ; 

Unbar the gates of commerce for their race, 

And build the gen’ral peace on freedom’s broadeft bafc, 
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To the ladies =—The diftin@ion, 


HE fhape alone let others prize, 
Or features of the fair ; 
I look for fpirit in her eyes, 
And measing in her, air, 
A damafk cheek, a fnowy arm, 
Shall ne’er my withes win ; 
Give me the animated form, 
That fpeaks the mind within. 
A face where awful honour fhines, 
Where fenfe and fweetnefs move, 
And angel innocence refines 
The tendernefs of love. | 
‘Thefe are the foul of beauty’s frame, 
: Without whofe vital aid, 
Unfinith’d all her features feem, 
And all her rofes fade, 
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Limes, addrefi'd to a coquette. 


TI’ Mira has promis'd her hand or her heart, 
Say why can fhe with to conceal it ? 
I think I can fee through the veil of each art, 
And pardon me, if I reveal it. 
By nature the’s blefs’d with each charm of her fex, 
By pride quickly taught to perceive it ; 
By vanity urg’d both to pleafe and perplex— 
To torture a heart, not relieve it. 
Tho’ int’reft and cuftom compel the dear maid 
To blefs but one man with her charms, 
Yet nature has given a heart, I’m afraid, 
That could with all the fex in her arms. 
A paffion fo boundlefs—a temper fo gay,— 
A perfon fo form’d for each pleafure, 
‘To one man alone too much joy would convey— 
*Twould be hoarding too weighty atreafure. R. 
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